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Lynchburg lost its 
music ... and found its name. 


It was a burg like any other burg, so the story 
goes. Population 362. In the saloon a three man 
band is playing “Everything from Jack Daniel’s to 
Jesus”. At the break they know what they want, call for 
Jack Daniel’s. Smooth, mellow, Tennessee sippin’ 
whiskey. Barkeeper, rest his soul, brings ‘em 
bourbon instead. An’ that’s how Lynchburg 
lost its eee Population 
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BOTTLED AT THE DIST 


Celebrate the 1987 Peterborough Country C. Who hada No.1 hit in August 1981 with 
Music Festival with the true taste of : the song “Dixie on my Mind’ in which he 
Tennessee. This is your chance to win a case claimed that “peo aes don't sip Jack 
(6 bottles) of Jack Daniel’s famous Tennessee Daniel’s whiskey a way they do 
sippin’ whiskey by entering our simple Tennessee mountain land”? 

Country Music quiz. : 


Below are three questions on well known Write your answers on a postcard and send 
Country and Western songs for you to answer. them to: 


A. Who “(...if you please, knock me to my Jack Daniel’s Competition 
knees) was the only friend there has ever Country Music Round Up 
been that didn’t do...” David Allan Coe 286/287 High Street 
wrong? (Upper Precinct) 

. Tom T Hall recorded an album in 1983 EecomENE EAE 


naming Tennessee's favourite whiskey in Pa Oe 
its title. What was the title? igi RE) ea 2 
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@ New endorsements ... Joe Waylon and wife, Jessi Colter, 
Bonsall, of the Oak Ridge Boys, Johnny Cash, Johnny 

with his acrobatic on-stage Rodriguez, Neil Young, Tony 
antics, has landed a deal with Joe White, Steve Earle and 
Converse Tennis Shoes, and John Anderson will perform at 
now he wears any number of Manor Downs, north east of 
pairs of multi-coloured high Austin. Waylon is also set to 
tops in concert. Conversely star in a one man show that he 
speaking, fellow-Oak, Duane is calling an “audio-biography” 
Allen has been out of his fields in which songs from his 

with Deere; actually he was repertoire and monologues 
with the John Deere Company combine to tell his life story. 
with whom he made a 12- 
minute promotional video 
recently. Allen shot the clip on 
his farm outside Nashville with 
a variety of John Deere tractors 
and lawn garden equipment, 
and it will be used as an in- 


managed to remove the 
occupants by breaking the 
windshield and cutting the seat 
belts. The 81 year old man was 
apparently already dead, but his 
76 year old companion was 
administered artificial 
respiration and they were able 
to revive her, rendering aid until 
they could radio for assistance, 
which reached the remote 
location almost an hour later. 
Checking back with hospital 
Officials later in the week, word 
was - thanks to Loretta and The 
Coal Miners - the lady was 
expected to recover. 


Jim & Jon, The Hager Twins, 
who are signed with Archie 
Campbell Talent Services for 
management and public 
relations services are working 
this summer in the Smokey 
Mountain resort town of 
Gatlinburg, TN. 


Our condolences to the family 
of Sandra Buffaloe and 
members of Southern Pacific, 
whose fan club she launched 
and operated. Sandra, 49, died 
of a heart attack on July 9 in 
Goose Creek, SC. She is 
survived by her husband, Gene, 
a son and daughter. Her 
husband and daughter plan to 
continue her work on behalf of 


The show, to be presented by 
Neil Simon's producer Emanuel 
Azenberg and M*A*S‘H star 
Wayne Rogers, will premiere in 
September at Duke University’s 
Reynolds Auditorium where 
several Broadway hits had their 
pre-Broadway tryouts. 


®@ While Patty Loveless has 
been in the studio working on 


store promo tool by 2,500 


Tr-Son 


News 


MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 


® Willie Nelson's Farm Aid III 
has now been set for Sept. 19 
in Lincoln, NE. With the change 
from the original Sept. 27 date, 
all negotiations for talent and a 
definite broadcast vehicle had 
to be confirmed. Still being 
mentioned on the show to 
benefit US farmers are Merle 
Haggard, John Cougar 
Mellencamp, Neil Young, 
Waylon Jennings and Kris 
Kristofferson. The $20 tickets 
are available by calling AC 
402/472-5252 from 10 a.m. 
weekdays. 


8 Randy Travis is set to appear 
in a made-for-TV movie titled 
sometimes you win. She will 
portray a bronc rider named 
Breeze who wins the lottery. 
Travis has accepted 
endorsement deals for boats 
and guitars with more still 
pending. And didja’ know ... his 
Always and Forever, which 
jumped into Billboard's Top 
Pop Albums charts in the No. 
19 spot, is the first country 
album to crack the top 20 pop 
charts since Kenny Rogers’ 
Eyes That See In The Dark 
reached No. 6 in November 
1983. 


@ Speaking of Rogers, he has 
closed down the Los Angeles 
offices of Kenny Rogers 
Productions and is 
consolidating his advertising, 
marketing, public relations, fan 
club and music publishing in 
Nashville. The major move is 
reportedly being made because 
90% of Rogers’ concert tours 
are on the East Coast and this 
will permit him more time with 
his family at their Colbert, GA. 
farm. G. Gerald Roy, vice 


president of operations for the 
Nashville office and owner of 
Stellar Entertainment and Roy 
& Roy Public Relations is 
headquartered at 1019-17th 
Avenue South, Nashville, TN. 
37212. Phone 0101 615/327- 
4441. 


® Being “Heroes of the 
Highway” is getting to be a 
habit with Loretta Lyn and The 
Coal Miner's. Following a 
concert in Dallas, TX., in June, 
the group headed for a 


@ Randy Travis 


weeklong:#tint at Harrah's in 
Reno, NV., when a young 
college student swerved into 
the side of her bus, totaling his 
pickup truck on the side of the 
road. The driver, Daman 
Reynolds, a member of the 
rodeo team at West Texas 
College in Snyder, injured his 
left kneecapand cut a gash in 
his head which took 22 stitches 
to close. Loretta, clad in a bath 
robe, administered first aid until 
the ambulance arrived. On a 
trip across Canada last month, 
shortly after departing Thunder 
Bay, Ont., in mid-afternoon on 
a gravel highway, the troupe 
observed a one car accident 
where the driver seemed to 
loose control, crossed the 
highway and turned upside 
down in a body of water 
alongside the road, with only 
the wheels sticking out. The 
crew tried in vain to right the 
automobile. Fortunately another 
car came along and the driver 
had a chain, with which they 
were able to pull the car to an 
upright position. By now they 
could see an elderly man and 
woman inside, with seat belts 
still in place. The Miners 


her second album for MCA 
records. Her brother/Manager, 
Roger Ramey was in Nashville's 
St. Thomas Hospital recovering 
from major back surgery. 


@ The Country Music 
Association, which announced 
weeks ago that Kenny Rogers 
will host this year’s Awards 
show on October 12, has 
announced a partial list of 
performers. Reba McEntire, 
Ronnie Milsap, George Strait 
and Hank Williams, Jr. will be 
amongst the cast on the live 
broadcast over CBS Television 
with stereo radio simulcast on 
Mutual Broadcasting. 


® Speaking of Hank Williams, 
Jr ... didja’ know he’s the only 
living artist to ever have nine 
albums on the Billboard record 
charts at the same time? The 
only other person ever to 
accomplish this feat was the 
late Elvis Presley. 


®@ Performers for the Talent 
Buyers Entertainment 
Marketplace October 9-11 in 
Nashville will include: Asleep At 
The Wheel, Suzy Bogguss, 
Desert Rose Band, Holly Dunn, 
Rosie Flores, Marty Haggard, 
Highway 101, Billy Montana 
and the Longshots, The 
O'Kanes, K.T. Oslin, Billy Joe 
Royal, Johnny Russell, Ricky 
Van Shelton, Bobby Lee 
Springfield and Mac Wiseman. 


@ The Gary Morris/Continental 
Airlines Celebrity Golf Classic 
held July 19-21 in Copper 
Mountain, Co., raised over 
$30,000 for the St. Vincent Boys 
Home in Denver. Gary was 
joined by such sports and 
entertainment figures as Phil 
Esposito, Tommy Madden, 
Rebecca Holden, R.C. Bannon 
and Johnny Lee. Gary, hot off 
the country hit, Plain Brown 
Wrapper, has also been in the 
studio to cut tracks and 
overdubs for his next Warner 
Brothers album. He produced 
the project himself, with Scott 
Hendricks engineering and 
Dave Parker assisting. 


@ The Nashville Network will 
present a special, Merle 
Haggard: Poet of the Common 
Man during Country Music 
Month, October 17. Ralph 
Emery will narrate the 60- 
minute special which will 
include concert footage, as well 
as examining the private side of 
the elusive legend. TNN will 
also encore several specials this 
fall including: Loretta Lynn: 
Follow The Flag; Gary Morris: A 
Portrait; Barbara Mandrell: Get 
To The Heart; Up Close and 
Personal; and Superstars At 
Home. 

Hap Peebles tells us veteran 
country singer Bobby Helms 
sings his Jingle Bell Rock as the 
theme song for the hot movie, 
Lethal Weapon, starring Mel 
Gibson, now in movie theatres. 
Helms is back on the road and 
has signed with Jack Gale's 
Playback Records; as has Bonnie 
Guitar. 


Southern Pacific and their fan 
club. The address is P.O. Box 
1103, Goose Creek, SC. 29445. 


News Briefs: T.G. Sheppard will 
be tapping New Country for 
The Nashville Network on 
October 7. Meanwhile, son 
Jason has been attending 
acting school in North Carolina 
and doing some modelling in 
Hot Rod magazine. Darlene 
Austin is having a busy summer 
and is set for the Kansas State 
Fair in Hutchinson Sept. 15-16- 
17 and the Montana Farm Aid 
Show on Sept. 20. Rachel 
Youree handles fan club chores 
for Darlene from P.O. Box 953, 
Murfreesboro, TN. 37133. Jay 
Osmond, formerly a member of 
the Osmond Brothers troupe, 
was married on August 4 in the 
Norman Temple in Salt Lake 
City, UT. Jay left the 
recording/performing field three 
years ago to further his 
education at Brigham Young 
University. 


@ Riders In The Sky will be 
painting the world prairie blue 
through an original jingle they 
composed and recorded for the 
Levi's 501 campaign which 
began airing in late July. 


@ Our little redheaded buddy, 
Danny Cooksey will be the 
voice of Big Top in Little 
Clowns of Happy Town, a 
Marvel Productions Saturday 
morning show for ABC this fall. 
He will also guest in Weirwolf 
for Fox TV in a show titled A 
Boy Cries Wolf. This ones also 
stars Chuck Connors and John 
Scott. Danny performed this 
summer (June 22-July 13) in 
his first live theatre play, Dennis 
The Musical, in which he had 
the lead, portraying Dennis The 
Menace. The show also starred 
Tom Posten and was staged in 
Traverse City, MI., with high 
hopes of moving on to 
Broadway later. 


@ Charley Pride premiers his 
latest album After All This Time 
on The Nashville Network's 
New Country series September 
28-29, 


equipment dealers nationwide. 


@ Janie Fricke will host the 
1987 Canadian Country Music 
Awards September 12. 
Surrounding the show will be a 
week of festivities and Janie will 
be featured on the cover of the 
Canadian TV Guide, Star Week, 
Canada Today and other 
publications. Fricke will also 
appear at the Utah state fair in 
Salt Lake City Sept. 16 and in 
New Mexico State Fair in 
Aibuquerque Sept. 17. Floreine 
Jackson heads her fan club 
from box 680785 San Antonio, 
TX. 78268. USA. 


Artistes On The Move: Gene 
Watson to McFadden & 


Associates, Inc. Gene Strooman 


to Top Billing. Ditto Helen 
Cornelius. Marcia Lynn to the 
Joe Taylor Agency. 


@ Waylon Jennings is lining up 
some of his honky-tonk heroes 
for a concert benefiting victims 
of the May 22 tornado that hit 
Saragosa, in his native Texas. 


@ Janie Fricke 


@ A center to reflect the career 
and display the memorabilia of 
Anne Murray will be 
constructed in her home town 
of Springhill, Nova Scotia. As 
her personal contribution to the 
future of her hometown of 4,800 
people, Murray has indicated 
the center will be the major site 
to permanently house the 
artifacts and memorabilia 
associated with her career and 
its developement. Plans call for 
the 3850-square-feet center to 
be opened for the summer of 
1988. Honorary chairperson, 
Marion Murray, Anne’s mother, 
received the first artifact during 
the announcement, the 
American gold single for her 
original hit, Snowbird. 


News Briefs: The Tennessean’s 
Robert K. Oermann writes that 
ousted Oak Ridge Boy William 
Lee Golden has filed for a 
divorce from his bride of three 
years, Luetta Kay Callaway ... 
Dolly Parton is set to begin 
filming her fall series for ABC- 
TV April 14 Los Angeles ... The 
new Tammy Wynette album 
includes guest artists, 
Emmylou Harris, The Gatlins, 
Gene Watson, Paul Overstreet 
and The O'Kanes ... 
Reconstruction was completed 
on-time at Happy Shahan’s 
Alamo Village, “the town that 
was built to make movies” and 
filming started on schedule July 
13 for The Alamo ... The Price 
of Freedom. Tom T.Hall 
introduced his new video, 
Writing Songs For Fun & Profit, 
July 28 with an autograph 
session at Opryland USA. The 
video was produced by Tom T. 
and The Nashville Network. The 
Tennessee River Boys 
performed at one of the largest 
music festivals in North 
America when they returned for 
their second consecutive year 
to the Big Valley Jamboree in 
Craven, Sask. This giant Four- 
day festival benefits The Bosco 
Home - a residential treatment 
centre for emotionally disturbed 
adolescents. Also appearing 
were George Strait, Kathy 
Mattea, The Girls Next Door, 
John Collee and The Osmonds. 
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@a jaded palate is a hazard of the job for anyone 
who takes it upon himself to become a music writer, 
but just once in a while someone comes along who 
rekindles the appetite. Mine was immediately 
reinstated the first time | heard Steve Earle's 
amazing debut album, ‘Guitar Town’; even more so 
when | first saw him and his band, the Dukes, live 
on stage. | thought, rather cynically, that | had seen 
and heard it all, but their performance genuinely 
gripped me. 


® The tireless energy and strong physical presence 
Earle exudes on stage is a natural phenomena, part 
and parcel of his daily life rather than bottled up for 
performance purposes, as | discovered when we met 
earlier in the day. He breezed through the lobby of 
the Britannia Hotel like a cyclone, shook hands 
vigorously and apologized for what amounted to 
being barely late due to gale-force winds hampering 
the journey down from the previous night's gig in 
Edinburgh. My offer to postpone our get together 
until he had rested was waved aside with an ‘I'll be 
fine as soon as we get something to eat and drink’, 
and so a pleasant afternoon of good conversation 
commenced over lunch. 


@ A very positive, widely conversant and 
communicative person, Steve Earle was born of 
Texas stock in Virginia, “Hampton, near Norfolk to 
be precise”, he told me. “That's where my dad was 
stationed in the Army. | was only there three 
months, then | was taken back to north-east Texas, 
to Jacksonville where my dad was born and raised. 
Then we moved to El Paso, Texas, and from there to 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, but by the time | started 
school we were living in San Antonio, which | still 
consider my home-town”. 


@ Steve was a proficient guitarist by his pre-teens, 
the legacy of belonging to a musical family. “Yeah”, 
he says, “my dad was in barbershop quartets and 
stuff when he was in high school, and played piano 
and ukelele. My grandfather also played, but the 
only professional musician in the family was my 
mother's half brother, my uncle. He played music for 
a living for quite a few years, and he actually gave 
me my first guitar”. 


 ] Maybe the early travelling instilled a wanderlust 
and his desire to become a musician sharpened it, 
but by the age of fourteen Steve was continually 
running away from home. “I was running the circuit 
between Austin, Houston, San Antonio and 
occasionally Dallas, then | finally left home 
permanently when | was sixteen. I'd like to clear up 
that my parents didn't beat me or anything, we 
always got along very well and they're my biggest 
fans, | just felt like | wanted to be on my own. The 
first time | left home | was going to Nashville, but 
my bicycle blew up and | ended up in Houston, 
which is about two-hundred miles east”. 


@ in Houston, Steve first ecountered the man who 
was to greatly influence his career, wayward poet 
and picker unique, Townes Ban Zandit. “| was 
playing in a place called the Old Quarter, there were 
about four people in there and they were all drunk. 
Townes was one of them, he was more drunk 
than the rest of them put together, and he said, 
‘Play the Wabash Cannonball’. I'd play something 
else and he'd say it again and it went on for quite 
a while, it was sorta embarrassing but | didn't 
know the Wabash Cannonball”. ‘Call yourself a 
folk singer and you don't know the Wabash 
Cannonball?’, he said, so | played Mr Mudd & Mr 
Gold, which was a song of his, and that shut him 
up. | got talking with him and it got where I'd 
travel with him and open the occasional club date 
for him”. “Then | moved to Nashville in November 
‘74 and | met Guy Clark there, basically | had an 
unwritten letter of introduction from Townes. The 
first time | saw Guy, he and Rodney Crowell were 
shooting pool in the back-room of Bishop's Pub, 
right after | got to town. Guy took an interest in 
my work and | played bass for him for not quite 
two years”. 


@ Bishop's Pub is a legendary establishment, 
forever emblazoned on the memory as a breeding 
ground and meeting place for many of the great, 
usually Texan, new breed singer/songwriter's of the 
early to mid seventies. “Yeah!” agrees Steve. 
“Everybody seemed to hang out there. For one 
thing, Guy and Rodney both lived right in the 
neighbourhood, within walking distance, and you 
could go down there and play and pass the hat. It 
was pretty much where all the street level writers in 
town were hanging out because they could play 
there and make three or four dollars, most of which 
we drank up!” 


®@ Steve had married and, taking a restaurant job to 
support her, he brought his wife, Sandy, to settle in 
Nashville, but they eventually split up and he found 
himself “sorta not living anywhere”. In the meantime, 
Guy Clark had got him a writing deal with RCA’s 
publishing company, Sunbury/Dunbar, but, as he 
recalls, “they kept saying they were going to open a 
Nashville office and never did. So, | went out to the 
LA office and they weren't really interested in my 
songs, they said they were too country! | was still 
under contract and receiving the draw cheque, 
which went a lot further in Mexico than it did in the 
States, so | sorta settled in Mexico”. 
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Profile Review by Pete Coffey 


® “| lived down there for a couple of years, but 
came back to Nashville every four or five months to 
check things out. | came back when the deal expired 
and wrote independently for quite a while, then 
finally ended up singing with High Chaparral Music. 
| ran the company, | was the song-plugger, the only 
Staff-writer, and when we started the record label 
later on, | was the shipping department and the 
promotion department, not to mention half the 
roster. | got a few songs cut, but it really wasn't 
consistent enough, and the Johnny Lee song | had 
(PC: ‘When You Fall In Love’, a top-ten hit) wasn't a 
real fulfilling experience. | wasn’t crazy about the 
song, | wrote it with another fella and it just wasn't 
mel | made a fair amount of monay out of it, though, 


and | never sent any of the cheques back!” 


@ By now, a second marriage had fallen apart and, 
dissatisfied with being a staff writer, Steve turned to 
performing his songs again. “I really started 
concentrating on another of my strengths, which is a 
real strange sense of rhythm, and | had this three- 
piece rockabilly band. | made a demo on ‘Nothin’ 
But You' and ‘Squeeze Me In’, then we cut two more 
sides (PC: ‘Continental Trailways Blues’ and ‘My 
Baby Worships Me’) and put out a four cut EP on 
LSI”. 


@ That EP, ‘Pink & Black’ (LS! 8209 E-1), is now a 
collectors’ item and, on the strength of it, A&R man 
Rick Blackburn signed Steve to Epic Records. Epic 
released four singles by Steve Earle and the Dukes 
over the next three years, and recorded enough 
tracks for an album which was never made available 
at the time. Since his success with MCA, however, it 
has recently been issued under the title ‘Early 
Tracks’ (Epic FE 39226), containing all the ‘Pink & 
Black’ cuts, one single B-side and five previously 
unissued tracks. 


“That record deal was sort of a nightmare, because 
after the first single they weren't the least bit 
interested”, Steve notes. “The last two singles were 
bigger band stuff that Emory Gordy Jr produced 
and, by that time, Emory was negotiating with MCA 
to go over there as staff producer. When he did, 
he took me to Tony Brown and we had to 
convince Jimmy Bowen, who wasn't knocked out 
with me, to sign me. He told them they could sign 
anybody they wanted and when they said they 
wanted to sign me, he said, ‘Anybody but Steve 
Earle’. So, | had to cut a demo to sorta prove 
myself, but everything turned out well”. 


e| pointed out to Steve that Bowen's attitude 
seemed weird, considering he produced Waylon 
Jennings’ debut MCA album, ‘Will The Wolf Survive’, 
and ‘Guitar Town’ were being recorded across the 
hall from each other at the same time. After ‘Guitar 
Town’ worked, Bowen called a meeting to sorta 
decide where we were going strategy-wise and 
the first thing he said to me is ‘| was wrong’. | 
have a lot of respect for him because of that”. 


®@ Bowen certainly was wrong, ‘Guitar Town’ (MCA 
3335), which Steve had written all the songs 
specifically for in a mere nine-month period, proved 
an enormous success. “One of the weaknesses of 
singer/songwriter records a lot of the time”, he 
states, “is that they draw songs from four or five 
years and make a pretty spotty album; a great 
collection of songs, but not really a great record if 
you know what | mean! | knew the album was good 
after | finished it and | was very proud of it, but the 
instant and unanimous critical success took me by 
Surprise. Then, when it just sorta built slowly and the 
next thing | knew | was actually selling a lot of 
records, you could have knocked me over with a 
feather!” 


® Since the success of ‘Guitar Town’, Steve has 
been constantly on the road fulfilling bookings 
throughout the United States and Europe, leaving 
little time to spend with the lady who is soon to 
become his fourth wife, Lou Anne, and their six- 
month old son, lan Devlin. “I'm in sort of an 
awkward position there, because | don't have a 
steady pay cheque and | haven't really made my 
mark yet, so | have to spend a lot of time away 
from my family. And I've got three children, a son 
from a previous marriage, a step daughter and 
then I’ve got the brand new one. Kids are like, 
you know, the most important thing there is; 
there's no compromise, no conditions, they're 
kids and you have to take care of ‘em. Simple as 
that! The point at which I'll stop touring so much 
is when my boy gets to eleven or twelve, because 
that's when all hell's gonna break loose and Lou's 
not gonna be able to handle it all by herself 
then”. 


® Meanwhile, the furious pace of touring continues 
and, with yet another album to promote, seems 
unlikely to slow down for the forseeable future. Prior 
to the availability of his second MGA offering, ‘Exit 0’ 
| noted that it was a pretty apt title seeing as he had 
been on the road for so long and asked whether the 
content was, indeed, more political than its mainly 


autobiographical predecessor, as had been stated. 
“Well, the road is where we've lived for the past year 
or so, and there are signs on interstate highways 
showing exits where you can get on or off. There 
are very few places where you can actually exit at a 
state line, and we ran across a sign that said Exit 0 
in the middle of the night and it scared me to death. 
My bass player, Reno Kling, and | had just written a 
song called ‘Nowhere Road’ and it sorta stuck all 
year, so it seemed appropriate when it came time to 
name the record. It is political in the sense that 
‘Good Ole Boy’ and ‘Someday’ are political. Political 
to the point that politics have an effect on everyday 
life, because that's the sort of social consciousness 
that's gaing an right nowl Pennie ticad tan ha 
concerned with the big picture, whether we were 
going to blow the world up or not, but regular 
people realise they have absolutely no control over 
that now, we don't have anything to do with that!” 


@| interjected that music does play a role in politics 
and society, and can sometimes influence changes 
when all else has failed. “Yes”, Steve answered, “but 
people tend to take music too seriously sometimes 
and there comes a point, especially if you are the 
type of artist that they decide has got some sort 
of insight into things, where you have to start 
being responsible. You have to be almost 
conscious of it, because you have to take 
responsibility and it can be a dangerous thing. 


@ ‘There have always been important things going 
on, and there have always been important songs 
within country music to deal with topics, to make 
people think, and still have the end result to be 
entertaining. You can make people laugh, you can 
make them cry, you can make them think and you 
can embarrass them, but the one thing you can't do 
is bum them out! but | do and | will use this 
platform. | try not to beat people over the head with 
my politics, but to keep things in the sort of 
atmosphere where they think what their politics are, 
and whether they can do anything about it. 


® "| think a lot of ‘Exit 0’ is just how I'm thinking 
right now, what is coming naturally to me. | mean, | 
began as a folk singer and a lot of the people | first 
hung out with were practically communists, it's just 
the normal relationships between folk music in the 
United States and, you know, the labour movement 
or which is when | came along, the Vietnam war”. 


| opined that that was exactly what made folk music 
the voice of the people throughout history and it has 
to be said that, compared with American standards, 
most of the best folk singers would be considered 
decidedly left wing! “They were, they were”, he 
repeated, “but by the same token I’m only doing 
things differently in that I'll work within the system 
as far as the music business goes, me and a few 
other young people are learning to do that. When 
you do that, you can be a lot more effective and the 
changes are more likely to be permanent. 


@ ‘There is a lot of respect for tradition in my 
music, but | intentionally try to expand the 
perimeters of country music. Why, Dwight (Yoakam) 
and | have been crossways with each other because 
he is determined that country music is this narrow 
art-form with perimeters that you can't go outside of 
and that’s just not true, it never has been true. 
Country music has always had far too many 
subgenres to be termed a strict art-form! What 
Dwight is doing is valid and it's important, but his 
attitude that he is the only valid form of country 
music doesn’t wash with me! As long as he keeps 


that attitude up, he’s going to continue to alienate 
people and that doesn't help the music, it'll kill it 
faster than anything!” 


“Well”, | said to Steve, “he is a very serious minded 
young man, maybe too serious, but | take my hat off 
to him, along with yourself and several others for 
taking country music to a younger audience. The 
only worry | have is that like the R&B boom of the 
mid-sixties, country music may be absorbed into 
mainstream pop”. 


@ “It's going to be”, Steve retorted, “you can’t avoid 
that! But, hopefully, you will come up with some 
very interesting, viable forms of mainstream pop out 
of it. There are some very mainstream records that | 
like, and | think the state of commercial music is at 
the best it’s been in a long time. The music industry 
as a whole finally realise that there is a permanent 
audience for certain types of roots music and that's 
good. that’s healthy for music! 


@ ‘There's gonna come a time in a few years, even 
if | don't change a thing that I'm doing, when I'm 
gonna be considered mainstream, because I'm 
aiming at the mainstream. | wanna be an arena act! 
I'm hoping | can reach the arena level and still play 
alternate nights in theatres, because | much prefer 
theatres and the clubs. But, | am that ambitious!” 


\s 


MCA MCF 3379 


Nowhere Road; Sweet Little “66; No. 29; Angry 
Young Man; San Antonio Girl; The Rain Came 
Down; | Ain't Ever Satisfied; The Week Of Living 
Dangerously; | Love you Too Much; It's All Up To 
You. 


Before stylus even touched vinyl | read the lyrics so 
obligingly printed on the sleeve, and immediately 
knew, without hearing a note of music, this was a 
magnificent work. For instance, how anyone can 
combine so much socially significant meaning into a 
song that, on the surface, would seem no more that 
a eulogy to an automobile, ‘Sweet Little ‘66, is 
incredible, but Earle does. His pen is truly inspired. 


Then there are the melodies, sometimes vaguely 
similar in parts to his first album, but no more the 
worse for that and totally forgivable. It's not so much 
that Steve has run out of ideas tune-wise; far from it, 
more that he is simply extending themes and 
reaching new understandings. He deals with similar 
themes, albeit enveloping wider and more generally 
associable topics, so, therefore, the framework 
should bear relationship with what he's done before. 
That is subtle and very clever! 


Although, at times, the keyboards push their way a 
little too much to the fore, the Dukes’ musicianship 
is as excellent as ever, but with less emphasis on 
catchy riffs and more reliance on Steve's voice and 
lyrics to carry the songs. Steel, acoustic and electric 
guitars intermix beautifully with harmonica, piano, 
mandolin and newly added accordian to create 
constantly delightful fills that are neither over or 
under done. 


‘Exit 0' is the genuine article, real country music that 
acknowledges the past but is firmly aimed at a 
future for which it sets a precedent. Steve Earle 
could be one of the architects in chief of that future, 
laying down a blueprint now which clearly maps a 
direction that others will surely follow! 


The Dukes |: 
& | 


Pete Coffey chats with Steve Earle 
and reviews his latest album..... 
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SIDE ONE igh cate 
LONE STAR STATE OF MIND ae 
COLD HEARTS/CLOSED MINDS 

FROM A DISTANCE 

BEACON STREET 

NICKEL DREAMS 

SING ONE FOR SISTER 


SIDE TWO 

FORD ECONOLINE 

TROUBLE IN THE FIELDS 

LOVE IN A MEMORY 

LET IT SHINE ON ME 

THERE'S A LIGHT BEYOND THESE } 
WOODS (MARY MARGARET) 


Sota 6 Oe MND 


MCF 3364 


STEVE WARINER IT’S A CRAZY WORLD 


SIDE ONE SIDE TWO 

SMALL TOWN GIRL WHEN IT RAINS 
LYNDA IT’S A CRAZY WORLD 
IF 1 COULD MAKE A LIVIN’ HEY ALARM CLOCK 
(OUT OF LOVIN’ YOU) THE WEEKEND 
THERE'S ALWAYS A FIRST TIME FASTBREAK 

WHY DO HEROES DIE SO YOUNG 


MCA 5926 


IVICA RECORDS 


THE WHITES 
GREATEST HITS 


SIDE ONE 

YOU PUT THE BLUE IN ME 
HANGIN’ AROUND 

GIVE ME BACK THAT OLD 
FAMILIAR FEELING 

IF IT AIN'T LOVE (LET'S 
LEAVE IT ALONE) 

I WONDER WHO'S HOLDING 
MY BABY TONIGHT 

SIDE TWO 

LOVE WON'T WAIT 

PINS AND NEEDLES 
FOREVER YOU : 


WHEN THE NEW WEARS 
OFF OF YOUR LOVE 


HOMETOWN GOSSIP 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING RECORD STORES 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


Jerry Lee Lewis 
30th Anniversary Album 
Mercury 830 207-2 


Black Mama/ And For The First 
Time/ Ivory Tears/ Where He 
Leads Me/ Hallelujah Side/ 
Meeting In The Air/ Speak A 
Little Louder To Jesus/ Why Me 
Lord/ Great Balls Of Fire/ | Can 
Help/ Slippin & Slidin/ 
Dungaree Doll/ | Can't Give 
You Anything but Love/ 
Goldmine In The Sky/ Singin 
The Blues/ Be Bop A Lula/ 
Satisfaction. 


Is he Country? Is he Rock & 
Roll? Who knows, indeed who 
cares there's only one Jerry Lee 
Lewis & his 30th Anniversary 
Album is some 56.5 minutes of 
superb Jerry Lee music, 
ranging from country soul on 
the moving ‘Black Mama’ & 
‘And For The First Time’ to 
country gospel on ‘Where He 
Leads Me’, moving on to 
revivalist gospel on ‘Hallelujah 
Side’ & ‘Meeting In The Air’. 
Rock & Roll is represented by 
Billy Swans ‘I Can Help’, Gene 
Vincents ‘Be Bop A Lula’ the 
Stones ‘Satisfaction’ & an 
unusual version of ‘Great Balls 
Of Fire’. Although Jerry Lee 
encompasses many styles of 
music the overall feel of this 
release is definitely country & 
understandable so when the 
first 11 tracks feature such 
Nashville stalwarts as Hargus 
Pig Robbins, Grady Martin, 
Weldon Myrick Pete Drake etc 
while tracks 12-17 feature Tony 
Colton, Kenny Lovelace & 
Albert Lee to name but a few. 


Highly recommended & great 
value even at around the ten 
quid mark. 


Merle Haggard 
His Greatest & His Best 
MCA MCAD 5624 


| Think I'll Just Stay Here & 
Drink/ I'm Always On A 
Mountain When | Fall/ Red 
Bandana/ The Way | Am/ It's 
Been A Great Afternoon/ 
Ramblin’Fever/ Misery & Gin/ 
My Own Kind Of Hat/ If We're 
Not Back In Love By Monday/ 
Rainbow Stew/ When My Blue 
Moon Turns To Gold Again/ 
Leonard/ Back To The Bar- 
rooms Again/ Wake Up/ The 
Running Kind. 


Whether this collection is 
Merle's Greatest & Best is a 
mute point, certainly | could 
look through my collection of 
Hag' albums time after time & 
come up with a different 
selection of fifteen tracks 
worthy of that title. Having said 
that, here we have some 46 
minutes, 46 seconds of superb 
music, the majority of which 
should be more than familiar, 
spanning as it does, some eight 
years, of Merles illustrious 
career both as a singer & as a 
writer. 


Alongside the self penned 


classics such as ‘Ramblin Fever’ 


‘Red Bandana’ & ‘The Running 
Kind’ are the poignant ‘Wake 
Up’ and a moving thoughtful 
tribute to Tommy Collins 
‘Leonard’. In a collection 
representing good value at 
around the ten pound mark and 
hopefully the start of many 
more Merle Haggard CD 
releases. 


Merle Haggard 
The Very Best Of 
Capitol CDP 7 46484 2 


Always Wanting You/ 
Everybody's Had The Blues/ If 
We Make It Through December/ 
It's Not Love (But It’s Not Bad)/ 
Old Man From The Mountain/ 
Carolyn/ It's All In The Movies/ 
Movin On/ The Fightin’ Side Of 
Me/ Mama Tried/ Okie From 
Muskogee/ Workin’ Man Blues/ 
| Wonder If They Ever Think Of 
Me/ Things Aren’t Funny 
Anymore/ The Roots Of My 
Raising. 


Yet another fifteen classic 
tracks (running time of 41 
minutes) on this Merle Haggard 
CD Xtra Trax Pax collection is a 
bargain bundle as far as I'm 
concerned. 


Most songs will be instantly 
familiar belonging as they do in 
the history of country music & | 
for one can hardly believe that 
it's now nearly twenty years 
since | was first moved by 
hearing songs ‘Mama Tried’ or 
‘Working Man Blues’ while 
those two American anthems 
‘The Fightin Side Of Me’ & 
‘Okie From Muskogee ' still 
sound as fresh & pertinent 
today as they did back in the 
heady days of my youth. 


Variety is the watchword on this 
album as Merle changes pace & 
style from the lively ‘Old Man 
From The Mountain’ to the 
poignant Tommy Collins 
composition ‘Carolyn’. 


Great stuff & a must for any 
country collector with CD. 


Dr Hook 
Greatest Hits (And More) 
Capitol CDP 7 46620 2 


Sylvia's Mother/ The Cover Of 
The Rolling Stone/ Only 
Sixteen/ A Little Bit More/ Walk 
Right In/ Making Love & Music/ 
| Couldn't Believe/ A Couple 
More Years/ Sharing The Night 
Together/ When You're In Love 
With A Beautiful Woman/ Better 
Love Next Time/ Sexy Eyes/ 
Years From Now/ The Radio/ 
Sweetest Of All. 


This zany rock/pop band Dr 
Hook had a long flirtation with 
the fringes of country music 
mainly through their 
association with fellow loony 
songwriter extraordinaire, Shel 
Silverstein ... who's talents are 
represented here by ‘Sylvia's 
Mother’, Cover Of The Rolling 
Stone’, ‘A Couple More Years’, 
‘The Radio’ & ‘Sweetest Of All’. 
This CD is for those Country 
fans of more catholic taste and 
at around 45 minutes 
represents good value 


Jamboree In 
the Hills 1986 


Featuring: 

The Judds, George Jones, The 
Oak Ridge Boys, Lee 
Greenwood, Gary Morris, 
Nicolette Larson, Ray Stevens, 
The Girls Next Door, Billy 
‘Crash’ Craddock, Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band, Bellamy Brothers 
and Sawyer Brown. 


‘You won't find a better Country 
Video on the Market!’ was how 
a friend of mine described this 
documented record of last 
year’s Jamboree in the Hills ... 


Well, I'm an Eternal Optimist, 
but | have to say it’s one of the 
most enjoyable, one hour (plus) 
viewing, I've seen in a long time 
... It was atmosphere and music 
all the way, with the emphasis 
on atmosphere ... 


Yes, there are some great acts 
on stage, but it’s the sheer 
enormity and success of the 
event that had me, re-running 
the film, and at times almost 
reaching for the ‘phone to book 
air tickets for a piece of the 
action ... As | watched around 
65,000 Country Music fans, Fat, 
Thin ... Short and Tall, Beautiful 
and Ugly, mingle and merge at 
this annual event, held in the 
open hills of St. Clairsville, 
Ohio, USA... Yes ... it’s all there 
warts 'n all ... 


OK the sound recording 
at times leaves something to be 
Gesired, but this was live ... 


You feel the temperature'’s in 
the 90's and the cooling effects 
of the thunderstorms, the 
emotion of the songs ... and 
empathy exudes! 


This is a great value for money 
video ... Worth every penny, 

and | believe my friend was 

right, but | intend to keep 
looking. 

Meanwhile ... ‘Play it again ‘Jam’! 


® Jamboree in the Hills 1986 ... 
is available from 

Castle Communications Plc., 
Unit 7, 271 Merton Road, 
London SW18 5JS. Telephone: 
Linda Hartley ... 01 871 2022. 


Triple Attraction-Ist Ladies 


22 - PAVILION THEATRE, GLASGOW 

23 - TOWN HALL, EDINBURGH 

24 - TOWN HALL, FALKIRK 

25 - ARDHOWEN THEATRE, ENISKILLEN 
26 - EMPRESS BALLROOM, BLACKPOOL 
27 - FESTIVAL HALL, BASILDON 


@ Three of Nashville's Grand Ole 
Opry favourite ladies are set to 
tour British venues this month for 
Scotland's premier Country Music 
Promoter Drew Taylor. 

Taylor has assembled this 
Evergreen trio of female Country 
Stars on the assumption that 
collectively, they should offer 
enough nostalgia to put bums on 
seats at six varied venues around 
Britain. 

® Career veteran Jean Shepard 
has been thrilling fans since the 
early 50's with her well known 
selection of Country and Pop 


chart successes ... Similarly, 
Skeeter Davis’ Hit Song 
Catalogue spans almost three 
decades and her 50's cross over 
chart successes are still regularly 
heard on British Radio, airwaves 


.. Which | suppose underlines 
why George Hamilton IV once 
told us ‘Skeeter’s my favourite 
country lady, her voice and her 
songs are timeless’! 


® Despite being the ‘Baby’ of the 
Trio Barbara Fairchild too has an 
established following among 
British fans, having had several 


successful festival and tour 
appearances over the past 
decade. 


® There's no doubting that if you 
are looking for a most enjoyable 
and very entertaining ‘Blast from 
the Past’ you are unlikely to find 
a more inspired package than this 
one ... 

There's an added incentive 
too, to go see this quite unique 
tour package, it's a ‘Free’ week in 
Nashville with all the trimmings, 
i.e. guided tour of the Grand Ole 
Opry with Jean Shepard as your 
personal guide. 


@ \t seems Kris Kristofferson has lately come 
under fire from different directions about his 
career and his character. Linda Mose of Sherman 
Oaks, California was apparently perturbed to be 
named as KK’s fan club secretary in CMRU. 
According to Linda she was asked to be regional 
representative but after receiving a hefty job 


IN OUR 


OPINION 


KRISTOFFERSON 


and friends 


by: Pete Smith 


description she would have to undertake, unpaid, 


she refused. Then apparently a joke backfired 
generating threatening telephone calls from 
Kristofferson's management, a gig was pulled out 
in Linda's home area and the venue's owner was 
told it was because of Miss Mose. Linda says she 
consulted her attorney and the KK changed their 
story. In a six page letter to CMRU, Linda Mose 
catalogues a list of events that if true could make 
the most ardent Kristofferson supporter think 
twice. Linda has given us permission to reprint 
her letter which also included some documentary 
evidence in support of her claims. It seemed that 
“Freedom” was just another word to be used in 
songs, but not in practice according to Kris. 


good album. 


@ The American press too have been having a 
go at Kristofferson. The Los Angeles Times of 
July 7 reported that a plaque presented to KK by 
the New York Viet-nam Veterans group finished 
up in a trash can. Kris said it was all a mistake 
and said he knew nothing of a five figure fee for 
appearing at the benefit. 


@ The Los Angeles Times also took Kris to task 
for his appearance in the mini-series “Amerika”. 
Nothing nice was said at all. After his appearance 
at the peace forum in Russia, Pulitzer prize 
winning journalist Howard Rosenberg reported 
“He was pathetic while inarticulately trying to 
defend the pro-Sandinista, anti-Nicaraguan rebel 
position ... He sounded like a naive soviet 
apologist while being destroyed in a mini-debate 


... Even those who share Kristofferson's politics 
must have shuddered to see him cast as their 
spokesman on national TV”. My comment, 
“Repossessed” on the mercury label is a damn 


Book Review 


Sing Your Heart Out Country 
Boy 

by Dorothy Horstman 

ISBN 0-915608-10-3 


® Sing Your Heart Out Country 
Boy was originally published in 
1975 & went out of print some 
five or six years ago so this 
revised 432 page hard backed 
edition from the Country Music 
Foundation in Nashville is a 
welcome addition to anyone 
currently trying to build up a 
library of country music 
publications 


® Packed into its 432 pages 
are the lyrics to 343 popular 
country songs these are sub- 
divided into fifteen sections, 
each covers a theme popular in 
country music such as love, 
death, religion, honky tonks, 
cheatin etc, but interesting & 
enjoyable as these lyrics may 
be the real meat of this 
excellent book lies in the 
anecdotes & explanations of 
why these particulary songs 
came to be written. Songs such 
as Dolly Partons ‘In The Good 
Old Days (When Times Were 
Bad)’ & Tom T Halls 
‘Homecoming’ are based on 
real life events while the classic 
‘Sixteen Tons’ by Merle Travis 
was a folksong written to order. 
With the work of over 200 
songwriters represented 
alongside the comments & 
remarks by themselves, by 
friends & relatives all go to 
make this a very enjoyable & 
informative volume & one that 
you'll keep dipping in to time 
after time. 


@ | was fascinated to learn that 
Ed Bruce's ‘Mama Don't Let 
Your Babies Grow Up To Be 
Cowboys’ was nearly about not 
letting them become ‘Guitar 
Pickers’ & that ‘Tennessee 
Waltz’ was written on a 
matchbook cover while ‘Good 
Hearted Woman’ was written 
during a poker game & Waylon 
& Willie reckon they never 
missed a hand. 


e Sing Your Heart Out Country 
Boy also includes a 
discography but how much 
help it would be in tracking 
down recordings of the various 
songs is debatable knowing 
how fast records become 
deleted. You can obtain this 
book direct from the CMF at 4 
Nashville Square East, 
Nashville, TN 37203, USA for 
$24.95 plus $2.50 postage. 


Clive Wynes 
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® Neil Coppendale pictured cutting a cake to celebrate his 
10th All British Country Music Festival event. 


The cake supplied by Fairlawn Caterers at the Worthing 
Pavilion, was donated to Rosemary Mount Residential 
Home, Worthing. 


THINGS YOU DIDNT KNOW. 


HIDDEN HITS 


® Nashville -- Music City Songcrafter’s 
announces its third annual Hidden Hits 
Song Festival, with an entry form 
deadline of September 28, 1987. Cash and 
prizes will be awarded in four musical 
categories (Country, Gospel, Pop & Rock) 
and a Grand Prize will be chosen from 
those four category winners (Grand Prize 
includes a trip to Nashville and a 
publishing contract). A seperate and more 
general Lyric writing competition will also 
take place, with a professional demo of the 
winning lyric as part of the prize. 

@ The entry fee for the song categories is 
$25.00 per song (one song per tape) and 
$10.00 for the Lyric Only category. 
According to Festival Co-ordinator 
Kathleen Albert, each taped song entry is 
entitled to a free written evaluation, to be 
returned with the tape at the conclusion of 
the contest. 


® Another incentive for Hidden Hits 
entrants is the exposure that their songs 
will get within the higher levels of the 
music business. No less than ten songs 
have been placed with ASCAP or EMI 
affiliated publishers in the previous years’ 
contest. Ms. Albert reports that this year’s 
line-up of judges boasts some very 
impressive credentials. They include: 


® Larry Butler, producer - He is a two-time 
Grammy winner (both as a producer and a 
songwriter), who has produced John Denver, 
Mac Davis and is currently working 

on record projects for Kenny Rogers, 
Marshall Tucker Band and Dobie Gray. 


® For additional information and entry forms write Hidden Hits Song Festival, P.O. 


® Dennis Morgan, songwriter - He wrote 
major hits for Barbara Mandrell, Ronnie 
Milsap, Steve Wariner, Charlie Pride and 
most recently the No.1 pop hit, “Il Knew 
You Were Waiting” for Aretha Franklin & 
George Michael, plus upcoming cuts by 
both Rod Stewart and Jermaine Stewart. 


® Deborah Atkins, Creative Director for 
Word Record and Music Group which 
includes artists Sandra Patti, Amy Grant, 
Michael Smith, Russ Taff and Shirley 
Caesar plus writers Cynthia Clawson, Don 
Francisco, Dallas Holm and Randy Stonehill. 


@ Barry Beckett, A&R Director for Warner 
Brothers Records (C&W division), 
produced Bob Dylan, Bob Seger, Dire 
Straits, and Paul Simon. 


@ Tommy West, VP of A & R for MIM 
Records - He produced Jim Croce during 
the 1970's, produced the million-seller 
“Shannon” for Henry Gross, and moved to 
Nashville to produce both pop and country 
acts including Ed Bruce and Gail Davies 
plus Judy Rodman, Holly Dunn and a Lynn 
Anderson/Gary Morris duo for MIM. 


® Larry Henley, songwriter-Wrote hits for 
Tanya Tucker and Janie Fricke, earned 
BMI Songwriter Of The Year honors (with 
Jeff Silbar) in 1983, and CMA Song Of The 
Year for Gary Morris, “Wind Beneath My Wings”. 


Box 120145 Acklen Station, Nashville TN.37212. 


C Froggie spent the first four years of his life in 


hospital with Lung Tuberculosis. 


Froggie is the eldest of five brothers and a sister. 
His brother James is now manager of his Music 
Company. 


His first stage name was ‘Steve Newman’ later ‘The 
Monopoly’ then ‘Frog and the Tadpoles’. He then 
returned to his own name Raymond Froggatt. 


His first public performance at Dunlops Xmas Party 
at the age of eight earned him the vast fee of sixpence 
(2, 5p). 


His first day job was a delivery boy for George 
Masons Grocery Store in Birmingham at the age of 
fifteen. 


He prefers non showbiz friends to socialize with 
but still retains close friendship with Cliff Richard, 
Louis Clark, Elton John, Robert Plant, Roy Wood and 
a few other artistes that he admires. 


His greatest disappointment was parting 
professional company with his guitarist ‘H’ Cain 
having worked together for 27 years. 


He has made forty singles and ten albums and 
writes more songs for Cliff Richard than any other 
writer. 

He has a huge following in Poland and is 
considered to be the most popular artiste to appear 
there from the West. 


Froggie received a letter from HRH Princess Anne 
thanking him forthe contribution of the proceeds from 
his album Bleach to the Save the Children Fund. She 
considered the album to be one o¢ her iavourites and 

plays it often. 


He wrote one of the most successful songs of all 
time ‘The Red Balloon’. It sold more than five million 
copies world wide and was recorded by sixteen 
different artistes. 


CJ After being brutally cheated in the music business 
he lived in a single room in a deserted house with 
nothing in it but a piece of foam sponge to sleep on to 
find out who his friends were and to teach himself a 
lesson. 


At the age of nineteen a reacurrence of TB in his 
kidneys resulted in the removal of one of them. 
During his two year hospitalisation he began his 
writing career and considers TB to be the luckiest 
illness he has had. 


He wrote a three hour musical based on the life of 
William Shakespeare. It has been filmed for American 
TV in Hollywood. 


His father was a paratrooper and was British and 
European Lightweight Champion. Froggie took up 
boxing on leaving school but was forced to stop due 
to illness. 


'n Warwickshire The Raymond Froggatt darts trophy 
is the most sought after Cup fiercly fought 

for by over 100 darts clubs every summer. It stands 
over two feet high. Froggie tries to appear at every 
final to present the trophy personally to the winners. 
The contest has raised thousands of pounds for 
charity over many years. 


Froggie once took a bus load of orphans to 
London for the day with lunch at the Music Centre 
Recording Studio in Wembley. Four of those children 
have since made a career in the music industry as a 
result of that trip. 


Froggie made one appearance on Top of the Pops 
with a song called The Singer. It was the only record 
that week which did not make the charts. The song 
was later recorded by Cliff Richard. 


Froggie spent four months in Memphis making an 
album with Isaac Hayes Band called The Million Dollar 
Album. It has never been released. 
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Ricky Skaggs. 
The Very Best Of (Country Store) 
(CBS) 


Those of us who were a little 
disappointed with Ricky's last 
album, will rejoice at this timely 
release from those nice folks at 
The Country Store. Featuring 
as it does fourteen cuts which 
range from the simply nice to 
the very wonderful. This album 
is nothing if not value for 
money, which in the current 
cost cutting excercise being 
enforced by the powers that be 
in Nashville, is very good news 
indeed. 


Skaggs has always had 
impeccable taste in choosing 
his songs, and this collection is 
no exception. Indeed the 
writers credits read like a who's 
who of great country song 
writers Flatt, Scruggs, M. 
Travis, G. Clark, R. Crowell, B. 
Monroe (Guess What), W. 
Pierce, C. Walker etc etc. The 
LP starts fast and furious with 
“Don't Get Above Your Raising” 
which incidently doesn’t feature 
Elvis Costello and thus isn't 
quite as frenetic as it might be. 
“Heartbreak” is a song touched 
with greatness and only an 
artist of Skaggs standard could 
possibly do it justice. “Uncle 
Pen” which the stalwarts might 
be amazed to hear is much 
better than the original or any 
subsequent versions is a real 
corker of a track. A must play 
at any country disco. 


With his career moving very 
much towards presenting 
shows like the good (if a little 
dull) “Hit it Boys” we must 
hope that Ricky Skaggs 
continues not only to make 
country records but also to 
realise that bland “Artificial 
Heart” (not included here) isn't 
the way forward but a step 
sideways. Hit it Ricky. 


The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
Very Best Of (Country Store) 


When | was into rock music in a 
big way there was an L.P. by 
the British group The Jam 
which featured a fly buzzing on 
the soundtrack and it always 
had me looking round the room 
for the offending insect. | 
mention this because no matter 
how many times | listen to 
“Battle of New Orleans” | will 
always jump up at the start of 
that track convinced my needle 
has just disintergrated when in 
fact its the distant rumble of 
war, a special effect used to 
enhance the song. 


So starts an excellent collection 
of some of ‘The Dirts’ finest 
vinyl moments and before you 
ask, no there isn't anything 
from ‘Will The Cicle Be 
Unbroken’ because I'm fairly 
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John Carr... 
Looks at some of the recent Album releases... 
Some from the “‘Country Store”. 


sure Hank Williams “Honky 
Tonkin” wasn't on it though its 
included here. If I'm wrong 
forgive me, I've mislaid my copy 
of that mammoth event. Kenny 
Logins now a pop star wrote 
“House at Pooh Corner” which 
is the nearest country music 
ever got to hippy drivel, in fact 
it sounds like the dreaded 
Crosby Stills & Nash! 


Mr Bojangles” the standard 
written by Jerry Walker is 
delivered well enough although 
| always preferred the original 
or indeed Tom T. Hall's version 
but you can't argue that the 
songs been very good for the 
band. All LP’s have their highs 
and lows, here being 
represented by a dismal version 
of Buddy Holly’s “Rave On”, 
why bother? The albums best 
track is the great “Slim Carter” 
who’s Momma rode off with an 
Indian agent. Always excellent 
in concert, The Nitty Gritty 

Dirt band have a compilation 
they can be proud of. 


Kenny Rogers. 
The Very Best Of. 
(Country Store) (CBS) 


One has to learn never to take 
anything for granted in this 
wonderful world we call country 
music. | was prepared to give 
this record an absolute 
thrashing and | was amazed to 
find it not only listenable but 
quite compulsive, perhaps one 
of the reasons for this is the 
exclusion of all his well known 
worn old hits such as “Coward 
of the Country” etc etc. 


As a matter of fact his first two 
official country hits “Love Lifted 
Me", “While The Feelings 
Good” are presented here and 
very good they are too, a 
couple of diamonds from the 
most barren of musical times, 
the mid 1970's, quite why 
Rogers moved away from this 
style of recording to shall we 
Say a more populist stance isn't 
clear to me, but its likely the 
mood of the time dictated his 
future records. 


‘Me ole’ Abraham, Martin and 
John" is now generally thought 
of as something of a classic 
and theres no doubt its the best 
thing on this particular piece of 
vinyl, hard to perceive anyone 
who isn't moved by the 
sentiments it expresses and I’m 
sure | could detect a slight 
tremor of emotion in Kenny's 
voice which in the 1980's 
cynical climate is no bad thing. 


All in all an excellent and rather 
unexpected unorthodox 
collection from an artist who's 
ploughed his own furrow for a 
long time and who's none the 
worse for it. Good on ya Kenny, 


Jerry Lee Lewis. 
The Very Best Of (Country Store) 


The problem myself and many 
country fans have with Jerry 
Lee Lewis-is that-whenever he 
has the opportunity to show 
just what he can do with 
country music, he wastes it with 
lethargic covers of his old hits, 
many 30 years in the past and 
not particularly bearing the — , 
ravages of time too well. Sadly 
its not unusual to see hordes of 
concert goers heading for the 
safety of the bar when old ~ 
helifire takes the stage. All this 
makes the release of this stone 
solid country album all the 
more welcome. 


Last year | paid several green 
five pound notes to a collector 
for the 1969 “Jerry Lee Lewis 
Sings Country & Western Music 
Hall of Fame” double 
album.Now Country ‘Store 
through CBS have released 14 
of those songs on this the real 
very best of LP, which has to be 
one of the bargains of 1987. 
Even the most casual of fans to 
buy it “I’m So Lonesome | 
Could Cry”, “Cold Cold Heart”, 
(my favourite country song), 
“Oh Lonesome Me”, “You Win 
Again”, “Your Cheatin Heart”, 
“Jackson”, “I Cant Stop Loving 
You”, and thats just half the 
album so you can imagine what 
the other 50% is like. 


So there we have it, the killer 
Jerry Lee Lewis an artist who 
recorded that all time classic 
“What Made Milwaukee 
Famous” who continues to 
leave country well alone when 
he should be embracing it. | 
reckon someone should send 
Jerry lee this album, it would 
perhaps jog his memory and 
return him to a genre which 
really needs him. 


Reba McEntire: 

Very Best Of Country Store 

CMA winner, Grammy awarde, 
beautiful, talented, popular, 
successful, great voice etc, etc. 
The list of Reba’s best points 
seem endless, so does this 
album with track after track of 
excellent material. Its rather 
hard to imagine that it was way 
back in American Bicentenial 
Year of 1976 that Reba had her 
first chart entry and since then 
as the old showbusiness saying 
goes, she never looked back. If 
she did, all she would she is all 
the other girls trailing behind 
because as all sane (and maybe 
a few insane) country fans 
know there’s no one like Reba. 


She isn't infallable though (who 
is?) and | feel it was a mistake 
to try and record “Sweet 
Dreams” which is all well and 
good in concert but no one will 
ever touch Patsy Cline’s classic, 
so why bother. Although it must 
be said all the great songs 
should be open to 
interpretation and just to 
underline this Reba does a 
credible job on another Patsy 
Cline classic “A Poor Mans 
Roses (Or a Rich Mans Gold)”. 


Strange isn't it that nearly all 
country stars have recorded a 
song with a lesser light . Such 
is the case with Jacky Ward 
who helps Reba out on “That 
Makes The Two of Us”, he has 
a fine voice and one wonders 
where he is now. What makes 
this collection is without doubt 
“(You Lift Me Up) Up To 
Heaven”. My all time favourite 
Reba McEntire which is now 
over 5 years old and | must 
have listened to it a thousand 
times. So in short, a good 
honest country collection which 
should find a home in any self 
respecting country household. 
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FROGGATT 4 + 


FROG “LIVE” 
at the 
BIRMINGHAM 
ODEON 1987 


SIDE ONE — 


1. I'm Yours (Froggatt) Frog Music 

2. Wishgiver (Froggatt) Chapel int 

3. Charlie (Froggatt/Can) Mautogiade 

4. French Painter (Froggatt) Chapel int 
5. It's Rainin’ (Froggatt) Frog Music 


6. Don't Let Me Cry Again (Froggatt) 
Mautoglade 


7. Rainbow Eyes (Froggatt) Frog Music 
8. Lonely Old World (Froggatt) Chapel int 
9. Call You Runaway (Froggatt) Frog Music 


10.Another Magic Moment 
(Froggatt/Badey) MS 


Please Allow 
21 days for 
delivery 


SIDE TWO —— 


1. Everybody is Losin’ (Froggatt) Robins 
EMI 


N 


Binding Me Like A Chain 
( Froggatt’ Baidey) MS 


x Roly (Froggatt) Chapel int 
. You Sing So Blue (Froggatt) Robbins EMI 


3 
4 
5. Part of Your World (Frogger) Frog Musc 
6. Always Goodbye /Froggett) Chapel 

7 


. Sorrow Through Pain 
(Froggatt/Lawton/Winnery) Frog Music 


8. Spin A Thought /Froggart) Robbins EMI 


Send cheque for £5.99 + 30p P&P 
payable to Topas Musical Enterprises. 


16 Cookesley Close, Great Barr, 
Birmingham B43 7LD 
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artist: Don Gibson 
title: The Don Gibson 
Collection 

label: Castle CCSLP 158 


Don Gibson fans have been 
well served recently by some 
fine releases on the German 
Bear Family label, now it's the 
turn of UK based Castle 
Communications who come up 
with a twenty four track double 
album or cassette (CCSMC 
158-1/2) in their mid price 
Collector Series. Among these 
early Hickory tracks are Dons 
two Billboard No.1's, ‘Blue Blue 
Day’ from 1958 & ‘Oh 
Lonesome Me’ from the same 
year ‘I Can't Stop Loving You’ 
also made the Billboard charts 
in 1958 while ‘Sweet Dreams’ 
(1961), ‘Lonesome No.1 (1962) 
& ‘Funny Familiar Forgotten 
Feelings (1966) helped keep 
Dons name in the charts. 


Rather surprisingly Don Gibson 
has only once made the UK 
charts in 1961 with the Hal 
Davis/Paul Hampton song ‘Sea 
Of Heartbreak’ but nonetheless 
his superb songwriting abilities 
on such numbers as ‘I can't 
Stop Loving You’, ‘Sweet 
Dream’, ‘Funny Familiar 
Forgotten Feelings’ & my all 
time favourite ‘I'd Be A Legend 
In My Time’ have ensured that 
his name is not forgotten. Both 
the backing & arrangements 
still sound remarkably fresh 
even today some twenty years 
on making this a worthwhile 
addition to any country music 
collection. 


Oh Lonesome Me/There Goes 
My Everything/Snap Your 
Fingers/Touch The 
Morning/Too Soon To 
Know/Cold Cold Heart/Just 
One Time/Take These Chains 
From My Heart/I’m All Wrapped 
Up In You/You've Still Got A 
Place In My Heart/Sweet 
Sensuous Sensation/Why You 
Been Gone So Long/Sweet 
Dreams/Release Me/Blue Blue 
Day/I Can't Stop Loving 
You/Lonesome Number 
One/You Win Again/Funny 
Familiar Forgotten 
Feelings/Kawliga/A Mansion On 
The Hill/(I'd Be) A Legend In 
My Time/Yesterday Just Passed 
My Way Again/Fan The Flame 
Feed The Fire. 


THE 
WORDS 
THAT GO 
WITH 
THE 


MUSIC .. 


artiste: Homer Country Band. 


- title: You Never Can Tell. label: 


(Cassette Only) 


Mostly aimed at the club scene 
punters, this fifth and latest 
offering from London based 
Homer is a collection of 
standards that should sell well 
at the many venues this outfit 
plays ... opening Side One with 
a nice rocking Chuck Berry 
number in “C'est la Vie", it's 
followed by “Bartender Blues”, 
one of those typical Country 
sagas of unrequited love which, 
nonetheless, reflects accurately 
on life! Some fine guitar work 
from lan Ruffell on these, plus 
the mellow voice of Dave 


Paisley, this one leads into the 
popular “Union Mare and 
Confederate Grey” ... often an 
“opener” on the bands “live” 
gigs depicting the sadness of 
brother against brother in civil 
war. George Jones “Window up 
Above” is another in the line of 
a betrayal in love ... must admit 
it’s not one I'm familiar with, the 
song, | mean! The slightly 
“goodtime” of “Two More 
Bottles of Wine” is another 
popular with the punters and 
could encourage some of us to 
sink some more booze! ... Side 
Two “She Went A little Bit 
Farther”, being a somewhat 
triumphant treatment of a case 
where a new girlfriend beats the 
former one, in more ways than 
one ... “Slip Away” is NOT the 
one | thought it might be, 
confusing it with Slippin’ Away 
... then comes the standard 
version of “If | Said You Had A 
Beautiful Body etc. etc.” which 
held no new surprises, nor did 
the slow easy ballad “Beneath 
Still Waters”. Concluding with 
“747” ... the contempory version 
of the old western stagecoach 
since I've got “I Left My Heart 
on a 747” in my collection! ... 
but this'uns an Eddie Rabbitt 
version and another up-tempo 
which gets the punters going at 
gigs. 


A creditable cassette album, 
throughout, Dave’s voice comes 
over well, as to the backing 
vocals from the other three 
musos, and there's some 
superb lead guitar ... Robbie 
Burgess is on drums and adds 
his vocals to “Beautiful Body” 
... and the Homer feel of 
enjoyment and enthusiasm for 
the music losing nothing in the 


studios. 
Ernie Sears. 


OOOO0O 


John Lowndes 
Fyver Mine 
Cassette Only 


Come Down Jesus/ On The 
Other Hand/ Mountain Pass/ 
Faded Beauty/ If This Is Just A 
Game/ Don't Come Home 
Tonight/ The Long Black Veil/ 
Guitars Cadillacs/ Kiss & Make 
Up/ Dust & Dark. 


Fyver Mine, from Rotherham 
based John Lowndes is a well 
balanced collection of songs 
that places current day classics 
like ‘Guitars Cadillacs’ & ‘On 
The Other Hand’ alongside five 
of his own compositions, John's 
subjects cover the normal 
country themes of love, cheatin, 
religion & work, all are well 
crafted & stand up well 
alongside the work of writers 
such as D A Coe, Overstreet, 
Schlitz, Wilkin, Dill etc. 


Of the five John Lowndes 
songs my favourite is the 
powerful love ballad ‘Faded 
Beauty’ with its biting guitar 
work while ‘Don't Come Home 
Tonight’ gets inside that 
perennial cheating theme & 
‘Dust & Dark’ is a very moving 
portrait of life in a mining 
community. ‘Kiss & Make Up 
too is a pleasing ballad its 
theme ... a lovers tiff. ‘Come 
Down Jesus’ is a good lively 
gospel number where John is 
aided by a bunch of pickers & 
kickers that include Mick 
Hartley, John Firminger & Pete 
Haywood together all help to 
make this a thoroughly 
enjoyable Ten track cassette 
release. Fyver Mine is currently 
available from “13 Stars”, 
Country Music Servics 47 
Annesley Rd, Sheffield, S8 7SD, 
South Yorkshire for £4.50 inc. 
P&P. 


CASSETTE REVIEWS 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


Clive Wynes 


artist: Gordon Lemondine 
title: “Country Roads”’ 
label: Cassette Review 


Side One. “Country Roads”; 
“After All These Years”; “Almost 
Persuaded”; “Seven Spanish 
Angels”; Mona Lisa (Lost Her 
Smile); Hello Mary Lou. 

Side Two. “Sea Of Heartbreak; 
“She's Mine”; “Fields Of Athen 
Rye”, “Forty Shades Of Green”; 
“The Gambler”; “Last Farewell 
Party”. 


Undoubtedly ‘The Lemondine 
Devotees’ will regard this as a 
welcome addition to their 
collection, all the songs are 
given the respect they deserve 
by Gordon, Maurice and Bill. 
The vocals are first rate and 
illustrate the popularity of this 
Leeds based Artist. A collection 
that will appeal to those who 
like their Country to be easy on 
the ear. As a commercial 
proposition this tape would 
have to be classed a non 
starter, too many of the songs 
have already been covered too 
many times for it to have any 
real impact on listeners. “Fields 
Of Athen Rye” being the 
exception, for me this is the 
pick of the bunch and is the 
reason | would buy the tape. 


OOO0O0O 


artiste: The Salt Box Band 
title: The Salt Box Band 
label: Cassette Only 


Wonderful Tonight/It's High 
Time/You Make Me Feel Like A 
Man/Mountain Of Love/Lay 
Down Beside Me/Driving My 
Life Away/Elusive Dreams/Let's 
Chase Each Other/Waiting For 
The Sun To Shine/Hell Outa 
Texas-Steel Guitar Rag. 


This four piece semi pro band 
from the Croyden area have 
come up with a very enjoyable 
cassette, Fred Johnson's 
slightly throaty vocals are 
ideally suited to songs such as 
‘Wonderful Tonight’ & ‘Hell Out 
Of Texas’ & ‘Lets Chase Each 
Other Round The Room 
Tonight’. Kevin Collins plays a 
nice steel guitar the featured 
lead instrument throughout as 
well as playing harmonica & 
Like Adrian Lennard on drums 
& Ricky Kent on Bass guitar all 
three chip in on harmony 
vocals. 

The choice of material 
make this a very well balanced 
musical offering that | feel sure 
will win the band many new 
friends (you can count me 
among them). When each track 
complements the next it’s 
difficult to pick favourites out 
‘Waiting For The Sun To Shine’ 
& ‘Wonderful Tonight’ deserve 
special mention & even the 
ancient ‘Elusive Dreams’ comes 
up sounding fresh. You can 
obtain this tape from J A 
Varney at 4 Kings Road, Biggin 
Hill, Kent, TN16 3XU for £3.99 
plus 50p postage. 


Clive Wynes 


QBO@O© 


artist: Linda & Arthur James 
title: Let There Be Peace 
label: Artlyn LAJ002 


All the backing on this release 
is by Arthur James, so as one 
would expect the steel guitar is 
well to the fore but, Linda’s 
vocals on ‘Help Me Make It 
Through The Night’ are crystal 
clear & a good example to 
many budding singers for 
clarity & technique, ‘The 
Falklands Song’ co written by 
Linda’s Mum with its sensitive 
thought provoking lyric, 
provides the real meat of this 
mini cassette. Arthur's 
instrumental truck the Lloyd 
Green classic ‘Soundwaves’ too 
adds a pleasing balance to a 
tape that costs just £2.75. 


ECORD 


OO 
DOO L LD 4 


artist: Various 
title: Red Hot Rockabilly 
label: Magnum Force 


This is one of the most 
intersting rockabilly 
compilations to come my way 
in a long, long time. It includes 
popular performers from the 
50s and 60s, Eddie Bond, Jack 
Earls, Ray Doggett, the not too 
well known, Larry Brinkley, 
Kenneth Parchman, Jerry Irby, 
Vern Pullens, and the downright 
mysterious, Tony Snider. 


Bond, | feel, has the stronger 
material with John Lee 
Hooker's “One Way Ticket” and 
Ray Cami’s “Tore Up”, whilst 
Jack Earl's puts in a fine 
version of Chuck Berry's “Roll 
Over Beethoven”. With the 
exception of Snider’s recording 
of the insipid “Puppy Love”, the 
remaining tracks are largely 
self-penned and have a strong 
affinity with stone country. A 
worthwhile release. 


Track roundup: 49 Women, 
Clickety Clack (Jerry 
Irby)/Jackson Dog, Move Over 
Rover (Larry Brinkley)/Satellite 
Hop (Kenneth Parchman)/You 
Don't Mean To Make Me Cry, 
Rock On Mabel (Vern 
Pullens)/Go Go Heart (Ray 
Doggett). 


REVIEW 


artist: George Jones 
title: Ways of the World 
label: Starburst 


George Jones pre-Columbia 
recordings have surfaced 
repeatedly during the past 
couple of decades. How many 
albums have you that include 
“The Race Is On” or “White 
Lightning”? “Ways Of The 
World” is not exactly that sort 
of compilation. The score of 
tracks include many sides not 
too familiar with the newer 
Jones fan, tearjerkers, honky 
tonkers, Hank Williams covers 
and even a couple of 
instrumentals. 


This is George Jones at his 
best - raw, emotional and 
country to the core. 


Track roundup: Don’t You Ever 
Get Tired Of Hurting Me/Open 
Pit Mine/On The Banks Of The 
Ponchertrain/A House Without 
Love Is Not A Home/Ways Of 
The World/Please Don't Let 
That Woman Get Me/Yes | 
Know Why/Jonesy/Old Brush 
Arbor/Liberty/Jambalaya/Cold 
Cold Heart/ Ragged But 
Right/Tarnished Angel/Your 
Tender Years/Wedding 
Bells/Things Have Gone To 
Pieces/World Of Forgotten 
Pzople/Strangers/I Can't 
Escape From You. 
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artist: Razzy Bailey 
title: Still Going Strong 
label: Sundown. 


Razzy Bailey first rose to 
prominence in 1978 with his 
RCA smash “What Time Do 
You Have To Be Back In 
Heaven”. This was followed by 
four consecutive top ten hits 
and his future was secured. 
Before 1978, however, Bailey 
recorded in the rock ‘n’ 
roll/rockabilly idiom, a style he 
was not comfotable with, 
though he excelled at it. You 
can judge for yourself on this 
album of early cuts. 


The title tracks and “Sunshine” 
are not familiar to me and the 
absence of writers credits leads 
me to believe that Bailey, an 
excellent songwriter, penned 
them. The remaining eight 
tracks are pretty standard fare 
though Razzy does breathe new 
life into them, giving them a 
fresh respectability. 


A great party album. 


Track roundup: Susie Q/Mona 
Lisa/Lodi/Lover Please/Let The 
Good Times Roll/Linda 
Lou/Pretend/High Heel 
Sneakers. 


BY 
PETE SMITH 


THE BRITISH COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION 
presents its 


1987 AWARDS WEEKEND 


at Sand Bay Holiday Village, near Weston-Super-Mare 


NOVEMBER 6th-8th 


when 


WALLY WHYTON 


introduces 


WEST VIRGINIA 


(In residence for the whole weekend) 


STU PAGE AND REMUDA 
CLINTON FORD « SPELLBOUND 
JAN MARK & NORMAN RUSSELL 
THE SARAH JORY DUO 
Square Dancing with TONE HOWARD 
and country disco presented by 


* 


LES BENNETT 


* * * 


* 


Inclusive cost £51 plus VAT 
includes centrally-heated accommodation and all 
meals with waitress service, from dinner on Friday 
evening to lunch on Sunday and, of course, all 


the entertainment! 


Send S.A.E. for Booking Form to: 
BCMA, PO Box 240, Harrow, Middlesex HA3 7PH 
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DAMEL O'DONNELL 


@ it's a well established fact that country music 
isn't just restricted to American performers. The 
Irish have been turning out highly successful 
entertainers for many years, each adding 
individual touches of their traditional roots to 
best of Nashville music. The results have added 
up to a succession of masters of their craft, with 
appeal that not only means surefire business 
back home in the Emerald Isle but also winning 
over to a ready audience with country and Irish 
fans throughout Britain and Europe. 


@ Now there's a new national hero. The name is 
Daniel O'Donnell and, within two years, has 
established himself as the hottest act within his 
native shores, with record sales outstripping 
country music’s top international names. His first 
album, “Two Sides Of Daniel O'Donnell”, has 
almost reached Gold Disc status in Ireland with 
some 50,000 sales while, in concert, he’s 
recreating a music scene reminiscent of the 
1960s and attracting capacity audiences with 
ages ranging from 16 to 60. 


@ “it’s like the Big Tom days all over again”, 
comments Ritz Records’ director Eamon Leahy, 
in a recent newspaper feature. “He isn't just an 
anachronism from the great old Ballroom of 
Romanticism but, rather, he’s been handed a 
licence to rebuild it. And he isn’t using modern 
rock to do the job, but songs about love and 
heartache”. 


@ Daniel’s success is not merely restricted to 
lreland though. In the United Kingdom, where 
he’s still relatively unknown, the “Two Sides” 
album has sold over 12,000 copies and he's a top 
drawer concert attraction from the Wembley 


Conference Centre to Norwich’s Theatre Royal, 
as well as being an obvious crowd puller in all 
the Irish ballrooms and clubs throughout the 
country. 


@ Hailing from Donegal, Daniel O’Donnell is the 
younger brother of one of Ireland’s most 
successful country singers, Margo. His original 
career plans lay in studying commerce at Galway 
College, but directions changed when he joined 
his sister's band as rhythm guitarist. “| was the 
best actor in Ireland” he recalls, “I! couldn’t play a 
note but it was better than sticking at a career my 
heart wasn't in”. 


®@ A chance opportunity to sing a couple of 
songs with Margo one evening gave Daniel the 
break he needed and, within two years, he was 
leading his own band The Grassroots. Then Ritz 
Records entered the picture and - impressed by 
the young singer's vocal skills and stage 
presence, and possessing the belief that he was 
destined for international success - quickly 
signed him to a recording deal. The record label's 
faith was rewarded by instant, positive reaction 
from the record buyers. 


® Daniel O'Donnell - who cites his favourite 
artists as Loretta Lynn, Charley Pride and, nearer 
home, Philomena Begley and Brian Coll - doesn't 
mind if his music is viewed as plain old- 
fashioned, easy listening schmaltz, or that his 
concert performances could well have resulted 
from a 20 year timewarp. Success speaks for 
itself. Daniel sings the music that he most enjoys, 
and that enjoyment is shared by a vast audience 
that encompasses the Irish, country, pop and 
easy listening markets. 


CMRU GREEN IN THE COUNTRY 


@ By now many British country fans will be aware 
that HICKORY LAKE have decided to disband from 
Monday 7th. September. Officially the statement will 
be made over the Peterborough Festival where the 
band are being featured and then will follow a short 
tour of Switzerland with Billy Walker before they 
play their final gig at the Mustang Club, Canvey 
Island, which is run by Vic’s brother one which | 
hope to attend. 


@ it is one of the saddest pieces of country music 
news this year to the many of us who have got to 
know, like, and respect Vic Woodhouse, 

not only for the entertainment value supplied 

but for their integrity and the way in which they 
have gone about trying to promote good country 
music in Britain and Europe. 


@ it will obviously be particularly sad to the bulk of 
the readers of this publication because last year 
Vic's Band Hickory Lake was voted the ‘most 
popular’ group in Britain. You will notice the 
emphasis on ‘most popular’ not best because it is 
possible to be one without necessarily the other ! 


@ Over the years | have got to know Vic and his 
band quite well and | know what it meant to get that 
award. | doubt if any one of them has ever thought 
of themselves as the best Professional? Yes! 
Dedicated? Yes! Versatile? Yes! Entertaining? Yes! 
Reliable? Yes! But best is only something people 
aim at, but never achieve because, unlike sport, 
there is no factual scoring system. It is purely a 
matter of opinion. But an award, voted by 
thousands, that says ‘most popular’, now that is 
really something because it has been given to you 
by the fans, the people you are hoping to please 
while you play your music to the ‘Best’ of your 
ability. Another reason they were so pleased was 
that although they are far from being a one-man 
band they were not signed to any big agency or big 
promotor, Vic always managed and organised all the 
day-to-day running of the band himself... 


Hickory Lake have been an excellent example of 

the whole being worth more than the total of the 
individual talents. | first saw Hickory Lake at Crawford 
Town Hall almost 15 years ago and marked them down 
as a nice but ordinary band. Over the years I've seen the 
line-up change so much that as | write only Vic of the 
original line-up remains. all these years later Vic is a 
household name as far as country fans in Britain are 
concerned and there cannot be a major venue or event 
of note where they haven't played and there can hardly 
be a country music Club fan who hasn't seen them. 


@ if pushed | would say that they never did possess 
a really great voice but that has been more than 


REPORT BY TONY BYWORTH. 


compensated for by always having several good 
ones. 


This has allowed them a variety in presentation 
because of the type of songs those various singers 
have chosen to sing, then, of course, the fact that 
the female presence of Linsey St. John has added 
not only vocal but another dimension. Musically they 
have always been very adept with excellent interplay 
between the lead instruments and over the years Vic 
has developed into one of the outstanding frontmen 
on the British country music scene. Yet | feel the 
strongest asset the band has always developed was 
it’s natural affinity with the audience. 


Hickory Lake have always cared passionately about 
the music they were playing and the people they 
were playing it for... also they were able to project 
this across the footlights to their audience, and the 
fans responded accordingly. This being one of the 
hardest things for any artist to achieve, it cannot be 
practiced, it cannot be taught it is as much a natural 
talent as playing and singing. It's this more than 
anything else why it’s so sad for me to hear Britains 
most popular country group of 1987 are disbanding. 


The Reasons 


@ Most readers will be aware that last year the 
whole band was lucky to get out of a motorway pile- 
up alive and as a result of that VIC ended up in 
hospital. He knew he had not been feeling too well 
anyway, but as someone who often was working 20 
hours a day he put it down to overwork, jokingly 
cynical friends like me had put it down to his 
advancing years but unfortunately it’s proved to be 
something more serious than that and urgent 
medical advice insists that he change’s his lifestyle, 


and imperative that he packs in this vocation that 
has Involved such terrible hours and relentiess 
travelling. 


@ No-one is more aware that the band was 
strong enough to carry on without him than Vic, but 
when he broke the news to them they all decided 
that as, he was a founder member, the frontman and 
the figurehead of Hickory Lake — now was the 
time to call it a day and as people whose total living 
has come from the playing with the band that was a 
sizeable decision for them to make. 


Where To Now? 


® Steelie Ray Kedge plans to go back to 
engineering . . . “get a proper job” as his mum 
always advised him! But he has been a musician so 
long that there is already talk of him reforming 
“Strange Blend” and performing in a semi-pro 
capacity. Colin Medlock, (lead guitar) has been 
snapped up to take Tony Caldwell’s place when he 
leaves “Spellbound”. Lynsey St John eventually 
hopes to put a band together and the drummer is 
still considering his options. 


@ As for Vic, his recently introduced BBC Essex 
radio programme “All Kinds Of Country” (1530 
medium or 95.3 fm), 7pm 8pm Wednesdays, has 
been so successful they have offered him more radio 
work, his ol’ mate entrepreneur Tony Best has 
offered him work at his various festival weekends! 
Vic will also be doing promotion work and is looking 
into the possibility of starting his own country 
agency. He will of course continue his involvement 
with Country Music Festival, and the “Kodak” Salute 
to British Country Music, (this is Vic taking it easy?) 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


COUNTRY 
QUESTIONS 


C2 


Answered by Pete Smith & Friends 


® Jean Earle of Croydon clarifies her previous 
question about Frank Jennings and poses a new 
one. Jean has sent me a “country chart” showing 
Jennings album at No. 15 and asks about a 
country album by that ageing heart-throb Dean 
Martin. 


.. The chart you sent me Jean is not the 
accepted British Country Music, that one is 
produced by the CMA, yours is compiled by 
Musicwise and is not generally accepted so | 
can’t help you further on that one. The country 
album by Dean Martin is a fact, but I'm afraid I've 
no information at this time. Maybe someone out 
there can help. 


@ Stuart Smith of North Shields has helped us 
with the “Tender Mercies” problem and thanks us 
for helping him obtain the American Express 
album. In appreciation, Stuart has sent me £5 
towards my expenses. | have donated this to the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, I'm sure Stuart 
approves. Now to those new questions you are 
setting us. 


1) Stuart knows that Ronee Blakley has made at 
least three albums, “Ronee Blakley” (Elektra), 
“Welcome” (Warners) and “Nashville” (ABC). He 
asks has she made any more, has the film 
“Nashville” been released on video and what has 
happened to Ronee. 

2) Gary P. Nunn. Who is he. What happened to 
him. 

3) What exactly is the armadillo referred to in 
Gary’s song. 

4) Has Waylon Jennings cut a solo, studio 
recording of “Good Hearted Woman”. 

5) Has Tom Gribbin recorded the songs “South 
Coast of Texas” and “Golden Dreams”. 

6) Is it possible to obtain a music cassette of 
songs performed by artistes at Wembley. 


... I'll attempt these in numerical order. 1) | know 
of no other albums. The movie “Nashville”, | 
believe, was released on video in America (I've 
actually seen a copy). Ronee Blakley appears to 
have given singing a backseat to her movie 
career. After all, she is an actress first and a 
singer second. 2) Gary P. Nunn is a Texas 
singer/songwriter who, although greatly admired 
by fans and his peers alike, seems destined never 
to achieve great success. He is still writing and 
recording. 3) The “armadillo” referred to in 
several Texas songs, is the animal native to that 
State and has become the emblem of the “Lone 
Star State”. When Gary sings about “going home 
to the armadillo” he means home to Texas. 4) | 
don't believe Waylon has ever recorded such a 
version. 5) Not as yet. 6) MFP released an album 
and cassette of Boxcar Willie “live” at Wembley 
but | know of no others. There are several video 
cassettes of Wembley highlights. 


@ John M. Cooper of Suffolk always writes most 
interesting letters as is the current one, but you'll 
forgive me if | say it’s a little too political for our 
publication. | agree with all you say John, it’s just 
that | believe politics should be kept strictly apart 
from music and if | comment publicly on your 
letter’s sentiment, then | would reduce myself to 
the level of those you complain about. It’s good 
to know though that our readers think so deeply 
about their music. 


@ Mrs. Wolff of Somerset wants the details of a 
song believed to be called “Rest Your Love On 
Me Awhile.” ... This is one for you my friends. 


®@ John Marsh of South Normanton poses some 
questions concerning David Allan Coe. 1) Are the 
movies “48 Hours In Atoki” and “Young Country” 
available on video. 2) Where can the albums “One 
For The Road” and “Requiem For A Harlequin” 
be obtained. 3) Can we supply a list of foreign 
dealers. 4) Is Michael’s Record Centre in Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa still operating. 5) Has 
anyone written books about DAC apart from 
DAC. 6) Are there any DAC recordings on small 
labels apart from SSS, Plantation, DAC, Topline, 
Charly and Pear. 7) Is there any other cassette 
only releases than “Or Else”. 


... John has tried DAC at his new address but got 
no help at all. ... | don’t think | can help much 1) 
My video guide (which is very comprehensive) 
does not list these titles. 2) I'm afraid there are 
many fans after these two albums. 3) For a list of 


foreign dealers I'll have to rely on my friends out 
there. We poor scribes can't afford British 
releases let alone imports. 4) I've absolutely no 
idea. 5) To the best of my knowledge no-one has 
been able to separate the fact from the fiction in 


DAC's life, so they've left him to do the writing. 6) 


DAC has recorded for only two labels, Plantation 
and Columbia. These obscure labels featuring 


Coe are only re-releasing Plantation material. The 


DAC label is of course, reserved for the mucky 
stuff. 7) | don't know of any. 


© Josie Westrell of Dunstable has a complaint 
rather than a question. It appears that Josie has 
written twice and telephoned once, J & J Country 
Sales requesting a list but has been told they 
won't be available for a while. Why do companies 
advertise lists when they are not available? 


.. I'm sure J & J haven't forgotten you Josie. It 
seems that they want to make sure that 
customers get a bang up to date list to avoid 
disappointing them with the onerous “out of 
stock” advices. | know it can be frustrating, but 
hang on just a little while more. 


@ The above Josie Westrell has become a Gene 
Watson fan but knows very little about the guy. 


... Gene Watson was born on 11 October, 1943 in 
Palestine, Texas. His “break” came in 1967 whilst 
playing the Dynasty Club in Houston, before an 
audience that included Russ Reeder, who became 
Watson's record producer. After a string of 
recordings for small labels, including World Wide 
and Resco, Gene signed with Capitol in 1975. 
Singles such as “Love In The Hot Afternoon”, 
“Where Love Begins”, and “You Could Know As 
Much About A Stranger”, established Watson as a 
force to be reckoned with. 


@ wr. J. Fletcher of Gainsborough asks for 
information about Barry Glynn featured in last 
month's “Rock Pile” and a CMRU advertiser. 


.. Briefly Mr. “F", Barry was lead singer with the 
rock ‘n' roll band The Cadillacs for more than two 
decades. He gained experience performing on 
U.S. aircraft carriers and cruiseliners and 
benefitted from touring in Arizona. Breaking from 
the Cadillacs, Barry spent time appearing with 
the TV singer/impressionist Karen Kay in such 
prestigious venues as the Royal Albert Hall. Early 
this year he made a direct commitment to 
country music and has been extremely busy 
appearing in country clubs throughout the U.K. 
His debut cassette is “Country Boy”, a collection 
of ten ballads. 


@ My friends have been busy helping with 
outstanding questions. The one about the song 
“Molly Darlin” generated a response. | 
recommended versions by Lulu Belle & Scotty 
and the Glasers Brothers. Sandra Colquhoun 
prefers Dixie & Allon singing the song on the 
album “There & Back Again”. Contact Ray & Kath 
Naish, 22 Finch Drive, Feltham, Middlesex TW14 
ODL. Denis Reid of Stockton-On-Tees prefers the 
rendition by Jim Ed Brown on the “Remember 
Me” (RCA LSP 4130) album and the reading by 
Orval Prophet on “Travellin’ Kind” (Canadian 
Point P210). 


... Phil Jones of Neath has helped Mrs.M.Haggie 
by informing us that The Gram Parsons Memorial 
Foundation is located at 3109 Ola Avenue, 
Tampa, Florida, 3603. Thanks also to Ryans 
Country for the information that the song with 
the line “I'm the son of a sailor and the sea’s in 
my blood” is not on either of the Carson 
Robinson singles “Barnacle Bill The Sailor” or 
“The Return Of Barnacle Bill”. Finally, Eddie 
Arnold recommends “Molly Darlin” by Bryan 
Chalker on “Songs & Ballads” (Sweet Folk & 
Country SFA 025). Incidentally Eddie, it is Mick 
Smith who co-presents the country show on 
Radio Lincolnshire, not me. | am connected with 
Radio Hallam's “Country Wednesday” presented 
by Bev Chubb. Thanks for your good wishes. 


@ A late question comes from Henry Shimwell of 
Eckington who asks if anyone can help him with 
an album by Mel McDaniel containing the song 
“Tequila Sheila”. ... Can anyone help Henry? 


DREW TAYLOR FOR | 
SHOWTIME INTERNATIONAL ARTISTES LTD 
presents 


SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 22nd 


—PAVILION THEATRE, GLASGOW 


Wednesday 23rd -TOWN HALL, EDINBURGH 


Thursday 24th 
Friday 25th 
Saturday 26th 
Sunday 27th 


—TOWN HALL, FALKIRK 
—ARDHOWEN THEATRE, ENISKILLEN 
—EMPRESS BALLROOM, BLACKPOOL 
—FESTIVAL HALL, BASILDON 


in our fantastic 
“COUNTRY MUSIC FAN OF THE YEAR” 
COMPETITION 
Collect your entry form at the show and youanda 
partner could be flying off for a week in Nashville 
and a visit to the Grand Ole Opry with your personal 
escort— MISS JEAN SHEPARD!!! 


Entry f d full d 


®@ GC. Tomlinson of Dorset is prepared to part 
with the following Johnny Horton albums: 
“Fwnky Tonk Man” (Philips BBL 7536)/ “I Can't 
Forget You” (Columbia CL 2299 mono)/ “Done 
Rovin’ " (London HA-U 8096 mono)/ “The 
Fantastic Johnny Horton” (Mercury MG 20478)/ 
“The Voice Of Johnny Horton” (Hilltop JM 6012). 
Anyone interested, please send S.A.E. and I'll 
pass it on. 


® mrs. Birch of Lincoln called to suggest that the 
song with the line “I'm the son of a sailor and the 
sea's in my blood” may be from the 1979 Jimmy 
Buffett album. Thanks for trying love, but our 
song goes back at least forty years. 


® Danny Dunleavy of County Donegal helps us 
with information on Bill Husband's Emmylou 
Harris tracks. According to Danny the songs in 
question were on singles, not albums. “Someone 
Like You"/ “Light Of The Stable”/ “Mama Help”/ 
“Tennessee Rose” (WBS 49892)/ “Colour of Your 
Heart”/ “I Don't Have To Crawl” (WBS 49739)/ 
“Another Pot Of Tea"/ “On Our Last Date” (7- 
29898)/ “Fool's Thin Air’/ “Mr. Sandman” (WBS 
49684). Steve Barry of Aylesbury also provides 
this information plus “Someone like You” is also 
on “Profile 11”. Nicollette Larson “Live At The 
Roxy” is also included on a bootleg album called 
“Bring Back The €troll”. Our own Clive Wynes is 
also able to help Bill Husband in respect of 
videos and also John Peck with his question 
about the Willie Nelson video. Alan Gee of 
Bletchley is also able to help Bill. 


@ Our most demanding question this month comes 
from the afore mentioned Danny Dunleavy who asks 
for a complete album discography of Gordon 
Lightfood ... 


I'm afraid | haven't a complete listing but I'll 
start one off and maybe our friends out there 
can add to it ... “The Very Best Of”. (United 
Artists UA LA 381-E)/ “Endless Wire” 
(Warners K56444)/ “Dream Street Rose” 
(Warners K56802)/ “Shadows” (Warners 
K56970)/ “Best Of” (United Artists)/ “Best Of 
Vol.2” (United Artists)/ “Sundown” (Warners)/ 
“Lightfoot” (United Artists)/ “The Way | Feel” 
(United Artists?)/ “Did She Mention My 


Name” (United Artists)/ “Back Here On Earth” 
(United Artists)/ “Sunday Concert” (United 
Artists?)/ “Sit Down Young Stranger” 
(Reprise)/ “If You Could Read My Mind” 
(Reprise)/ “Summer Side Of Life” (Reprise)/ 
“Don Quixote” (Reprise)/ “Old Dan's Records” 
(Reprise)/ “Cold On The Shoulder” (Reprise)/ 
“Summertime Dreams” (Reprise)/ “Gord’s 
Gold” (Reprise). 


@ Thanks to Frank J. Carter of Birmingham for 
the information that the Hylo Brown recording of 
“The Hole In The Wall” can be found on the, now 
deleted, album “Bluegrass Spectacular” 
(Saturday/London HAB 8118). 


@ And now for those long standing questions. 
We want a current address of Don McLean's fan 
club, where we can obtain those oversize western 
boots size 14 (in tan). Current information about 
The Smithereens, Kregg Nance (who sang in the 
movie “Hotel Hell”), Diane Pfeifer, Sue Terry, 
Rose Brennan, Karla Bonoff and songwriter Steve 
Rhymer. We've found a copy of the soundtrack 
album “Tender Mercies”, but not the rock single 
entitled “Holiday In Waikiki". The revised Bill 
Husband “wants list” is: albums/singles: 
“Blackclan Sally"/ “Across The Great Divide” 
(Bell 1089), Country Fever “Fire On My Mind”/ 
“How Little Men Care” (Decca?), Derek Lawrence 
Statement “I’m A Preacher"/ “In Our Own Sweet 
Time” (Bell 789), Gerry Temple “Burn Up” 
(Stateside CSSX 24077), John Schneider “If You 
Believe” (Scotti Brothers?), Lee Dresser “To 
Touch With The Wind” (Bellalinda?), Nicolette 
Larson “Live At The Roxy" (WEA WDMS 103), 
“Rosanne Cash” (Ariola 26096), “live” tapes of 
Emmylou Harris with Albert Lee, a video of the 
John Fogerty U.S. TV special, information about 
Lee’s connection with Lucky Records and we 
would like to get in touch with former record 
producer Gordon Smith, Tony Colton and Derek 
Lawrence. 


Send your Country Questions to: 
Pete Smith, 


Country Music Round Up 
286/7 High Street (Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 IAL 
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® Sunday 7th June 87 was 
an important date to us, as 
not only were we appearing 

at the Harlow Festival, but it 
was the day we flew to 
America to represent Great 
Britain on International Show, 
Fanfare in Nashville. 


@ After a terrific send off 
from the crowd at Harlow, it 
was first stop Heathrow 
Airport, second stop New 
York, and then finally 
Nashville where we were 
welcomed by representatives 
of the CMA who took us to 
the rehearsal rooms and 
introduced us to the 
musicians that were to back 
us, 


® On paper the ten piece 
band were a collection of 
some of the best there is but 
when we heard them play it 
was sheer magic, they were 
brilliant. 


To name but a few, there was 
Paul Franklin on pedal steel 
guitar Buddy Harmen on 


| | 
EJ) 


drums (the drummer in the 
Elvis Presley films) Buddy 
Spiker on fiddle (one of the 
busiest session musicians 
there is) and Harold Bradley 
was the musical director. 
Then the icing on the cake 
the vocal backing came 
courtesy of the world famous 
Jordanaires ... Rehearsals 
went without a hitch and we 
were well prepared for the 
show the next day. 


@ In keeping with the rest of 
the events during Fanfare 
week the International show 
was held at a huge outdoor 
stadium in Nashville. Our 
show was in the morning, so 
luckily we-didn't have to 
perform in the very high 
temperatures of the afternoon. 
Also represented on the show 
was Germany, Holland, 
Canada, Southern Ireland and 
New Zealand, Compere Hosts 
of the show were Tammy 
Wynette and George 
Hamilton IV. 


@ it was great excitement to 
us when they introduced us 
and it was a proud moment. 
Any nerves we had 
disappeared when we started 
our show, as the band lived 

up to their high reputation, 

the crowd of 25 thousand 

gave us a really enthusiastic 
welcome. To make us feel even 
more at home Mum, Dad and a 
party from the BCMA were all 
there to cheer us on. 


@ Our songs were all 
received with rapturous 
applause and we were sorry 
when our spot was over, it 
was just so enjoyable ... As 
we left the stage we were met 
by TV cameras and the press 
reporters who all wanted to 
know how we felt about the 
Fanfare and Nashville in 
general. We told them what 
we've told everyone since ... 
absolutely brilliant. 


@ We left the showground 
soon after the interviews to 
attend a special luncheon 
given in honour of all the 
International acts. Once there 
we were all given a lovely 
trophy to remeinber the trip, 
and champagne, to celebrate 
the success of the show. 


What an incredible trip and 
what a thrill it was to 
represent British Country 
Music at this fabulous event ... 


The finishing touches for us 
were the comments from 
Tammy Wynette, Charley 
Pride and George Hamilton IV 
when each of them 
complimented us on our 
professional show, plus they 
just loved our English 
accents!!! 


— CAROLE GORDON & BOB NEWMAN 


Rattlesnake Welcomed Brits to Nashville 


@ The ever popular Rattlesnake Annie arranged a reception for the 
BCMA members visiting Nashville's 1987 Fan Fair celebrations. 
Among those pictured getting a warm welcome are John Ryan (far 
left: BCMA treasurer), Jim Marshall (BCMA Chairman) and Tony 
Byworth (Byworth-Wootton International. 


.» In light of their recent 
enormously successful 
European appearances, 
Colorado have been booked 
to appear at the International 
Festival of Country Music in 
Zurich to be held over the 
weekend 5/6 September ‘87. 


off to Nashoill? 


Following hard on the heels 


of the phenomenal success of 
their current album, “Still 


autumn visit to Nashville, Tn. 
to record their fifth album. 


The trip will mark Colorado’s 
fourth visit to Music City to 
record and although the 
composition of the album Is 
still a closely guarded secret, 
there Is a strong possibility 
that once again it will centre 
on a related concept theme; 
providing British Country 


milestone from some of 
Britain ’s leading country 
; music innovators. 
mwa 


® Maintaining their Scottish 
links, Colorado will fly out on 
October 5th from Prestwick 
Airport courtesy of newly 
launched Scottish Intern- 
ational Airline “Highland 
Express”. 


COR REVASEA TER NAIVE 


My congratulations to Narvel Felts, who celebrates thirty years of 
recording this year. Starting back in 1957 as a rockabilly singer with 
Sun and then Mercury, Narvel enjoyed various regional successes 
in the sixties before emerging as a major country music star in the 
early seventies, with a run of his singles which has remained 
unbroken to the present day. A commemorative cassette, ‘Narvel 
Felts - 30 Year Collection’ (Cone Cass. 8701), has thirty original 
recordings covering every period of Narvel's career. Its available 
from Cone Records & Tapes, P.O. Box 602, Kennett, MO 63857, 


USA. 


® Germany's Bear Family Records have also been delving into the 
Felts back -catalogue, releasing an album containing his ‘57/58 
Mercury sides plus previously unissued MGM 1960 sessions. Narvel 
himself has rediscovered some 1956 tapes that he and his band of 
that time, (The Rockets), made for the Jerry Mercer Radio show 
and they too will be released in album form later this year. As 
further icing on this anniversary cake, Narvel's latest single, a 
rework of the Percy Sledge classic, ‘When A Man Loves A Woman’ 
(Evergreen EV 1054), continues his unbroken run of chart 


successes. 


Following excellent initial releases by Commander Cody, The 
Balham Alligators and the Panic Brothers, Special Delivery Records 
have made more mouth - watering goodies in store for the coming 
months. LA country band Tin Star set the bill rolling with 
‘Somebody's Dreams’ (SPD 1004), followed by the eponymously 
titled Peter Rowan (SPD 1005), a yet to be named debut from 
Malcolm's Interview (SPD 1006) and Texan Terry Allen’s great 
double set, ‘Lubbock On Everything’ (SPD 1007/8). Also scheduled, 
a compiliation of live sessions from Andy Kershaw’s Radio 1 shows, 
featuring Dwight Yoakam, Ted Hawkins, Billy Bragg and others. 


@ Wes McGhee, has become the first - ever British signing to 
respected American publishers Bug Music, which places him in the 
company of great writers like T-Bone Burnett, Dave Alvin, John 
Stewart, Los Lobos, John Prine, Robert Cray plus Rosanne Cash 
and John Hiatt. Given this and his all consuming love of Texas - 
and the far greater respect he is afforded there, last month’s UK 
tour could be the last we will see of Wes McGhee for some 


considerable time? 
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® Mention of Wes leads my thoughts to his close friend Ponty 
Bone, to whom | am eternally indebted for his constant first - hand 
updates on the Texas music scene. In his last bulletin Ponty tells 
me ace singer/songwriter Randy Banks (he wrote ‘Where Is My 
Love’) has just completed an excellent new album entitled ‘My 
Time’, and that Freddie Steady’s ‘Lucky 7' is also worth checking 
out. Whilst Ponty, and the Squeezetones have been busy in Austin’s 
Riverside Studios cutting tracks for a follow - up to ‘Easy As Pie’, 
which, (he notes with great pride), is currently the third best selling 
album at Yoshio Nakayama’s specialist Merurido Record Shop in 
Tokyo. 


® Talented Irish songstress Maura O'Connell latest album, ‘Just In 
Time’ (Polydor), was produced in Nashville by Bew Grass Revival’s 
Bela Fleck. Backed by the superb accoustic musicianship of 
Fleck,Mark O'Connor, Albert Lee and Jerry Douglas, the harmony 
vocals are from Nanci Griffith, (sounds like a winner to me). 


® This years Cambridge Folk Festival line - up should have 
encouraged the adherent ‘News File’ reader (| know him well) to dig 
out trench coat, wellies and other essential British summertime 
attire to brave the great outdoors at Cherry Hinton Hall Grounds 
over the three days 


® Roger Eagle, whose managerial and booking expertise has 
established several influential live music venues, most recently 
Manchester's International, tells me he is now “looking to a career 
in radio as well”. Roger has presented shows on various commercial 
stations under the alter - ego of Jukebox Johnson, “playing all the 
stuff that never usually gets played, right across the board”, and 
was recently visited by representatives of a New Orleans station 
interested in giving him air - space. How about Crawfish Johnson, 
Roger. 


® Los Lobos have decided not to take legal action against Paul 
Simon for failing to co - credit them with a track on his 
phenomenally successful ‘Gracelands’ album, ‘The Myth of 
Fingerprints’, which they claim to have written. Like the African 
songs he borrows, Simon is said to have added new lyrics, but 
unlike the African writers he borrowed from, Los Lobos got no 
recognition. Such cannot be said of their single ‘La Bamba’ 
(London/Slash LASHX 13), from the forthcoming movie and 
soundtrack album of the same title, which is earning justified 
recognition as the ultimate interpretation of the song. The 7” B-side 
features ‘Charlena’ and the 12” has a third, otherwise unavailable 
track, ‘Rip It Up’. Other singles of interest: The Long Ryders - | 
Want You Bad - (Island): Green On Red - Ghost Hand (Mercury 
Phonogram); The Balham Alligators - Let's Dance (Special 
Delivery); Dave Alvin - Fourth Of July (Demon); John Hiatt - Thank 
You Girl (Demon); Brendan Croker the 5 O'Clock Shadows - 


Darlin’ (Red Rhino). London Records re-avail us of five Slash 
albums at a ‘special low price’, The Del Fuegos - The Longest Day 
(SLMP 14); The Violent Femmes - Violent Femmes (SLMP 15; Los 
Lobos - And A Time To Dance (SLMP 16); Green On Red - Gravity 
Talks (SLMP 17); Rank And File - Sundown (SLMP 18). New 
releases from the Del Fuegos, BoDeans, Faith No More, Mercy Seat 
and Gordon Gano are also planned. 


® CBS have reissued Bob Dylan’s ground-breaking ‘Nashville 
Skyline’ in their ‘Nice Price’ series. The album backed by Area Code 
615 features a vocal guest spot by Johnny Cash, and and was 
instrumental in taking country music to a far wider audience when 
originally released back in 1969. 


® Following the success of his re-recorded hits double set, Roy 
Orbison is planning an album of new material with producer T- 
Bone Burnett and Elvis Costello is said to have submitted a song. 
The thought of what three such individuals unique talents could 
achieve if the chemistry blends is mind-boggling! 


® New and upcoming albums: Warren Zevron - Sentimental 
Hygeine (Virgin), backed by R.E.M.; Neil Young & Crazy Horse - 
Life (Geffen); The Dave Edmunds Band - | Hear You Rockin’ 
(Arista), the hits recorded live; The Golden Palominos - Visions Of 
Excess (Celluloid); Marshall Crenshaw - Sings Mary Jean & Nine 
Others (WEA); Miracle Region - Surprise! Surprise! Surprise! 
(Rough Trade); Lynyrd Skynyrd - Anthology (Raw Power); J.D. 
Crowe - Blackjack (Sundown). 


Pete Coffey. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND 


Music with yet another unique 


UP 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


Dear Editors, 


After reading Jim Duncans 
Region Report in the August 
edition of C.M.R.U. referring to 
Noel Dillon and his wife being 
charged to enter the End of The 
Trail C.M.C. we feel there must 
have been a misunderstanding. 
On our visits to this club we 
can give nothing but the 
highest praise for the welcome 
and hospitality received from all 
at the club. The last time we 
attended the End of The Trail 
C.M.C. it was to see Mel Hague, 
the room was full at 7.45. They 
then let people come in free of 
charge into the adjoining room 
and piped the music through. 
This must surely show that they 
care for the people who attend 
their club. Whilst on the subject 
of good clubs and hospitality 
we would like to mention the 
Double K at the Hotel Embassy 
Newbridge, Dumfries, we went 
to this club to see Ruby Rendall 
band plus Jolene & Barry. It 
was a brilliant night topped off 
by the friendliness & hospitality 
which made us feel like royalty. 
We would like to thank 
everyone, the Hotel owner and 
the club committee, all club 
members, Ruby Rendall band & 
Jolene & Barry for treating us 
so kindly, well worth the two 
hundred and twenty odd miles 
we travelled. This was our 
second time at the Hotel 
Embassy and hope there will be 
more, 


Mr Keith Brindley 
242 Rugeley Road 
Cannock 

Staffs 


OQO00O 


Dear Sir, 

Go Country Club. 

Festival of Country Music. 
Barnard Castle. 


May | Congratulate the 
organisers of the above festival 
for an excellent day of 
entertainment. The bands were 
superb, the atmosphere relaxed, 
and everyone seemed to be 
having a great time. 


As the organiser of the ALMA 
Country Jamboree, | know how 
much hard work and effort has 
to go into making such a day 
work. For a first time attempt, 
this one could not have been 
bettered. 


Yours sincerely 
171, South Frederick Street, 
South Shields, 


Tyne & Wear, NE33 5HG 
Tel: 091 4540269 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


Dear Sir, 


My car was broken into recently 
and unfortunately, amongst 
other items, the Club’s 
entertainment diary was taken. | 
would be much obliged if you 
could request any bands with 
bookings at the Club to confirm 
dates with me. | cannot contact 
many of them since their 
telephone numbers were in the 
diary. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 


Yours sincerely. 
Florence M. Gibbs 
Secretary. 


2/4 Govan Road 
Paisley Road Toll, 
Glasgow G51 
041-429-5396 


olelelele 


Dear Editor 

We would like to thank the 
organisers of two Festivals that 
we have recently visited; 
namely the ALMA Festival at 
South Shields and the Lyme 
Park Festival at Stockport. Both 
were really excellent weekends 
and packed with some of the 
top British Bands. It was 
especially good to meet up with 
old friends and also make some 
new ones during the visits. 


Stu Page and Remuda were in 
great form at both events so it 
is pleasing to announce that we 
have started a Fan Club for the 
Band. 


Yours faithfully 

Betty, Len and Steve Sells 
7 Downland Drive 
Southgate West 

Crawley 

Sussex RH11 8QN 


OOQO0O0O 


Dear Editors, 


| would like to refer to a 
criticism in your August Edition 
of “Country Music Round Up” 
by Pete Griffin in East Midlands 
He referred to entertainer Mick 
Smith singing material that was 
requested by fans. Well | would 
like to know, what is wrong 
with any artist who tries to 
please his fans and audience he 
is playing to at the time. 


Come on Pete give him his 
credibility back soon. 


| was not at the gig mentioned, 
but | know that he takes the 
trouble to speak to people to 
find out what they like. 


| have seen him many times 
and | can assure you it is a rare 
occasion when he sings “The 
Chandeliers” but he does 
mostly include one or two of 
his own songs. 


Yours Faithfully 

Doris Chapman 

31 North Rd 
Leadenham LN5 0PG 


OOOO0O 


Dear Editor 


May | through your paper, 
thank Mick Smith for 
entertaining the residents and 
guests of Beckside old peoples 
home. He gave us a wonderful 
nights entertainment. What a 
pity Pete Griffin wasn't there to 
hear such talent. 

I'm sure Mick loves to please 
the fans, and surely that is what 
all artists are performing for. 


| have heard plenty of songs 
Mick has written, and | know 
you have Pete having seen you 
at his gigs so NO more of this 
“miffed with Smith” please. 
Your sincerely 

Joan Harvey 


29 North Road 
Leadenham 
Lincoln 

LN5 OPG 


Dear Eds, 


Last month | went to the 
Hollybush CMC in Penn where 
Derek O'Halloran has his mid 
week “Wolverhampton Country 
Music Club” to see a Band by 
the name of “Out of Hand” they 
were good, very good, they 
were that good that even the 
landlord shouted for more at 
the end of the night. 


The only thing that 
disappointed me and others 
there was the lack of support 
by the so called - 
“Wolverhampton Country Music 
Club” Supporters. | know a lot 
of people are on holiday at this 
time of year, but it still seems 
that every time O'Halloran puts 
on a band from out of the area, 
the same crowd are very 
conspicuous by their absence, 
all | can say to them is “Shame” 
if you want a Country Music 
Club then you must Support it 
Anyway to Derek O'Halloran | 
say this Nice-One. 


It Does For Me. 
Bob (Bones) Webster 


“The Hole In The Wall” 
19 Churnet Grove, 
Perton Village, 

South Staffordshire. 
Tel: 0902 743297 


OOOO0O 


Dear Editors, 


May | please have the 
opportunity of replying to the 
two letters in your August 
edition relating to the 
nomination of Jeannie Dee? 
Firstly Jeannie is still appearing 
on the country scene where 
ever and when every possible. 


Secondly I'm sure Jeannie has 
earned her nominations on 
superb quality of performance, 
clarity of voice and her 
personality to match, qualifies 
her for Britains First Lady of 
Country Music, | will certainly 
miss her and Duncan 


... What a job to find someone 
to fill the gap ... This, | say, with 
no disrespect for any other 
artiste, we have such great 
singers - Solo - Duo's and 
bands, who should be given 
more chance over here, without 
importing, and making our 
cream, go abroad to get 
recognition. 


But | digress ... The trend of the 
two letters last month almost 
makes me believe they are 
linked in some way - and if the 
writer is so disgusted, and will 
give Peterboro a miss - well - 
thanks! 


Finally - you, Mr Editor, have an 
unpleasant job, when requested 
to publish such letters as these, 
but, you are to be admired for 
carrying it out so well. 


Your faithfully 

Joe Drakes 

5 Willow Grove 
Scunthorpe DN16 2EL 


P.S. I've followed Jeannie since 
she was ‘Country Moods” and 
she's still my No. 1 


OOOOO 


Dear Editor 


Could you please print this 
letter. Bookers Band & Artistes, 
take a warning from a band and 
a venue organiser who were left 
with egg on their faces after 
two phone calls from a person 
supposedly representing the 
Welcome CMC in Leigh Lancs 
cancelling my bands 
engagement at the venue, a full 
club was left with no 
entertainment and a very red 
faced Pat Hayes, the clubs 
organiser. Please! Please! do 
not accept telephone 
cancellations, always get it in 
writing. 


So many bookings from club to 
artistes are still done on mutual 
trust but this is not our ideal 
world so beware! 


Very many apologies to all the 
folks who came to see us and 
were let down, and a special 
apology to Pat Hayes. 


Tony Joe Grant Band 
Macclesfield 
Tel: 0625-613048 


OO0GO 


Dear Sirs, 


! write in praise of one of your 
advertisers Topas Musical 
Enterprises who had an advert 
in August CMRU for a cassette 
Frog “Live” At The Birmingham 
Odeon 1987. | had delivery in 
eight days which is tremendous 
service from a mail order 
company. 


| can only say that the tape is 
excellent quality and a must in 
any Country music lovers 
collection as it genuinely does 
capture the atmosphere of a 
live performance of Mr 
Raymond Froggatt which can 
be described only as a Magical 
Experience - Do Try It! 


Lorna M Cameron 
Boghead, 
Newmachar, 
Aberdeen AB5 OPE 


OOO0O0O 


Dear Sir, 


On 27th November, at the Dunes 
Theatre, Mablethorpe, we 
intend to hold a Charity Night, 
in aid of the Hospital League of 
Friends, and we are looking for 
Country music entertainers who 
would like to give their services 
free, in the hope we have a 
successful night and make 
some funds for the charity, who 
need it to keep going. 

| write to you, in the hope you 
will print my letter. 

Yours Sincerely 

Mr: B. Baldock 

60, Seahaven Springs, 
Seaholme Rd, Mablethorpe, 
Lincs. LN12 2QS 


Please write enclosing if 
possible S.A.E. and any photos. 


YOUR 
LINE OF 
COUNTRY 


Also to announce that my latest (12 trax) 
cassette album is now available ... 


Roy Barber (Steel/Electric & Acoustic Gultars) ... Danny Wood (Piano/Organ/String Keyboards) ... Dane 
Morrel (Drums) ... Bernie Dolman (Bass) ... Leon Moat (Harmony Vocals) ... John Spence & Roy Neave 


(Engineers). 


@ The cassette is currently Only Available from:- Bob McKinlay Management, 
c/o 86 Bickershaw Lane, Abram, Wigan, Gt. Manchester. WN2 5PP ... Priced £4.00 (plus 35p p & p). 


Dear Eds, 

| would like to draw readers 
attention to an excellent 
country act which | can't 
remember being described in 
CMRU = Country Road Band, a 
Danish country work group. My 
parents saw them live at Lego 
Land in Denmark and bought 
me their 1984 cassette “In the 
Desert”. This ten track album is 
written and produced by the 
band with English lyrics which 
are good by any standard, very 
impressive for people writing in 
a foreign language. The music 
is mellow but not too glossy 
and was recorded in Denmark: 
not an obvious location, but 
perhaps an advantage because 
the sound is quite distinctive. If 
you go to Denmark look out for 
Country Road Band - their 
album is among my twenty all 
time favourites in country 
music. 


Sorry my handwriting isn’t as 
clear as it should be, in the last 
letter | sent | said the ‘Trio’ 


album is not so outstanding as | 
expected: perhaps a live 
recording would be better, that 
one sounds like they took too 
long doing it. The Foresters 
‘Perfume’ entertains me more 
than ‘Trio’ and the Warner Bros’ 
Sisters will get my vote for most 
promising international act. 


Any British country musicians 
reading this who do cover 
versions why not use songs by 
the Cure or from The Glove 
album ‘Blue Sunshine’ which 
involved head Curer Robert 
Smith and had a female singer 
on some tracks? Robert is my 
favourite British lyricist but 
nobody has covered his songs 
yet, while some country 
classics ae getting too familiar 
I've got three cover versions of 
‘Crazy’ 


Yours sincerely, 
John M. Cooper, 
24 Tennyson Close 
Woodbridge 
Suffolk 


A Message To All Promoters 


Sole Representation: 
RAYMOND 
FROGGATT 


MUSICAL — 
ENTERPRISES 


It is now only possible to 
book a Raymond Froggatt 
concert if you come direct - 


®@ Negotiations on behalf of 
“Froggie can only be made 
through this office. 


@ We can say yes to you 
others can only say maybe. 
your call direct to us will 
stop any confusion. 

@ Telephone 021-325-1395 
and ask for ‘Jim Froggatt” 


PUBLISHERS NOTICE 


Due to pressure in space certain 


regular features have been held over 
until next month. We apologise for any 
disappointments caused. 


“| would sincerely like to thank everyone who 
supported my nomination for ‘Most Popular British 
Male Vocalist’ in this years C.M.R.U. Awards ...” 


‘Roots and Off Shoots” 


| personally feel that this is the finest | have ever done ... so can | also say special 
thanks, to all the friends and musicians who played for me at the studios:- 
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a 


new British label. 


P.S.: Tony can you explain 
your company’s policy? 


T.E.: I suppose, strangely 
enough, you could say we'll be 
dealing with soul music but 
not soul music in the accepted 
50s sense, soul in the sense of 
music with soul and it really 
could be as wide ranging as 
any kind of music we could 
include in that category. We 
certainly have planned to 
release a certain amount of 
music in what I call the post 
new country vein for there’s 
an awful lot of country music 
nowadays which has got that 


feeling about it - a soul quality 3: 


- which really excites me. 


NASHVILLE 
ALTERNATIVE 


Pete Smith Talks to Tony Engle, Head 
of Special Delivery Records, about his 
hopes and aspirations for this exciting 


P.S.: What made you decide 


upon such a policy? 


T.E.: I suppose I’m planning 
to release records that really 
excite me. I suppose the policy 
is going to be to release 
records that I would be proud 
to have in my own collection. 
At the same time I believe 
they'll appeal to a lot of other 
people. 


P.S.: What particular market 
are you aiming for? 


T.E.: We are not quite 
thinking in those terms. The 
music comes first, but I think 
there is a market. I think 
there’s an awful lot of people 


who are ready for an area of 
music which isn’t being 
readily catered for in the 
regular releases, it’s being 
called nowadays roots related 
music and I think that’s fair 
enough. Music that was 
originally working class music 
in one form or another - blues, 
old time country kind of stuff - 
I think there’s a great deal of 
depth in those musics. It’s now 
more accessible than it was, 
it’s more available, and we 
intend to make it more 
available. 


P.S.: Could you tell me about 
your current releases. 


T.E.: The first two we've got 
out are an album called “Let's 
Rock” by Commander Cody, 
originally Commander Cody & 
The Lost Planet Airmen, and 
in a way this was the whole 
inspiration, I was a fan of 
Cody way back ten or twelve 
years ago when I heard the 
first track I ever heard of him 
on the radio and it just 
appealed to me enormously. 
When the band came over last 
November to tour I went to 
everything they played at and 
we got the deal largely because 
I was so enthusiastic. Bill 
Kirchen, the lead guitar 
player, who was sort of setting 
the deal up, in the end said 
“Well Tony, we really like you. 
You're in the front row every 
night singing all the words to 
the songs”. It was that kind of 
thing. The second release is by 
an English band with that 
same kind of soul feeling as 
applies, not just to country 
this time, but to the Cajun, R 
& B end of it, this is the 
Balham Alligators. 


P.S.: If I can just go back to 
the Commander Cody album. 
This is a new album, not a re- 
issue? / 


T.E.: That’s right. It’s a 
brand new album although it 
was recorded in California 
about the middle of ’86. 


P.S.: I didn’t know that the 
band was active. 


T.E.: Oh yes. Actually three 
of the original band, Cody 
himself on lead vocals, 
keyboards, Bill Kurchen, lead 
guitarist and vocalist, and 
Buffalo Bruce Barlow, the bass 
player, all those were in the 
original Cody band. There are 
two others who have been 
associates of theirs for a while 
recently. 


P.S.: The Balham Alligators, 
once again, is this a new 
recording? 


T.E.: Absolutely. Done in our 
own studios here. We only 
finished mixing it a few weeks 
ago. 


P.S.: So in fact you are also 


into recording material as well : 


as leasing it? 


T.E.: Yes, very much so. In 
fact our plans are to do about 
half and half. It really 
depends on how the music 
comes up, but that’s the way 
it’s looking at the moment. 


P.S.: So what have we to look * 


forward to in the future? 


T.E.: Currently recording 
now ts the Panic Brothers, 
who have variously been 
described as a post punk 
Everly Brothers, but I think in 
a way, any description is a bit 
unfair on them. They are an 
entity in their own right and 
very exciting. They have 
certainly got that Everly 
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Peter Rowan album that came 
out on Flying Fish, just called 
“Peter Rowan”, which we still 
believe is his best album. 
guess it’s part of the policy, 
where there are absolutely 
outstanding albums in the 
field in which we’re operating, 
which aren't readily available 
over here, then we will be 
looking to pick them up even if 
they’ve been out for a while. 


Brothers$Louvin Brothers 
harmony approach but all 
their songs are their own. 
We’re just about ready to 
finish mixing that. There’s a 
band called Tin Star, a young 
band based in Los Angeles, 
and sort of called post new 
country. It’s another stage on 
from what's been classified 
new country nowadays. It’s 
not really describable until you 
get to hear it, it does contain 
some of those true roots of 
country music, the hard edge, 
but it’s taken it well on as 
well, it’s not what you could 
call psychobilly, it’s not that 
at all, it’s just where I believe 
country music should be at 
nowadays! 


P.S.: So those are your 
projected releases for the year? 


T.E.: There are some more 
things which I have not yet 
firmed up and I'll be going 
over to the States shortly to 
explore some more things, but 
Id rather not say at this time 
otherwise we could be letting 
ourselves down, but you can 
say definitely some more 
exciting things on the way. 


P.S.: Have you any more 
releases in the offing? 


T.E.: Yes. On the licencing 
side, we have the very first 


Tony Engle, 


Special Delivery Records currently available: 


BALHAM ALLIGATORS: “Belham Alligators”. (SPD 1002) 
PANIC BROTHERS: “Panic Brothers”. (SPM 1003) 
COMMANDER CODY: “Let's Rock”. (SPD 1001) 

PETER ROWAN: “Peter Rowan”. (SPD 1004) 
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WOUS PARI? ARLOAY 


so far: - 
Poacher 


Harwich Esbjer 
DEPART ARRIV' 


Artists retained 
for your entertainment 


Pinkerton’s Colours 
Louisiana Hellraisers 
Spill The Beans 
Moat Brothers 


Eddie Blackstone 


plus CLIFF STEVEN’S 
FABULOUS COUNTRY DISCO 


Berth — Harwich: Parkeston Quay. Esbjerg: Englandskajen 


TIMETABLE 


Esbjerg Harwich 
DEPART ARRIVE 


Sun 17.00 | Mon 


13.45 Mon 


17.30|Tue 12.30 


ESCOUNTRVEN USI GROUN CRU 


Sun Ist = Vues 8rd Mou 87 


The basic cost to become one of our 
SALT WATER COWBOYS, is just £69.50 ... 


Don’t lose out by delaying. 


BOOKING 
FORM .. 
See Next 
Page ... 
Your Last 


PASSPORTS REQUIRED .. NON U.K. PASSPORT HOLDERS SHOULD OBTAIN THE NECESSARY VISA. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
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Sum Ist-Yues Sra) 
Now 67 


i Following the 
tremendous success of 
Country Music Round Up’s 
5th. Annual “House Party’’ Weekend, 
D.F.D.S. Seaways are pleased to invite the readers of 
Europe's Best Selling Country Music Publication, to 
join them aboard their luxury Flag Ship ‘Tor Britannia’ 
for the journals 1st. Annual ‘House Party’ Afloat ... 


@ We plan to emulate all their previous ‘House Party’ 
success, by taking you with us on our special 3 day (2 
nights) Mini Cruise to Denmark ... During our 1st. 
‘House Party’ voyage, (on day 2) we will be calling at 
the Danish port of Esbjerg, where everyone will have 
the opportunity to go ashore and spend time sight 
seeing, or souvenir shopping. 


This special excursion coach trip is included in your 
House Party registration, at no extra charge, 


Of course it goes without saying, as with every 
Country Music Round Up ‘House Party’ event, the 
publishers will be providing the usual on going Top 
Class Country Cabaret entertainment, plus you can 
rely on the now well acknowledged fellowship and 
camaraderie that exists between Country Music 
Round Up’s readers, writers and artists ... 


The basic cost to become one of our 
SALT WATER COWBOYS, is just £69.50... 


... This price is per person based on sharing a 4 berth 
cabin, (with integral shower and full toilet facilities) ... 
plus e a full ‘Help Yourself’ breakfast each morning 


... and gives you exclusive entrance to the ships 
‘Nite Club’ for all the star studded entertainment 
during the CMRU Cruise ... 


—@ So choose your partners now to be sure you can 
share a country experience of a lifetime ... 


Special Note: sveyecr ro avanaguny 


Two person Cabin reservations will be accepted on 
payment of an additional per person premium. 


PASSPORTS REQUIRED ... 
NON U.K. PASSPORT HOLDERS SHOULD OBTAIN THE NECESSARY VISA. 


Boe. oe et ee eel ee ee ef 

a a 1 

i I 

eS Harwich-Esbjerg A (ageeetcanmeaane 
286/287 High Street, (Upper Precinct). | 

C.M.R.U. ‘‘House Party Afloat’ Lincoln. LN21AL. (Te! 052241546) | 
| 

| 

BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS: Fill in the booking form attached and return it to above address ... | 
(please print) ; 
Dear CMRU | have read the booking instructions carefully and request you reserve House Party Cabin Berths 1 
for persons set out herein 
My Name tS Mr/Mrs/Miss sr+erseeseeeeeecececneesces seetcetsecesessscecececaccrccscecesess esse (Over 21) Yes/No | 
| 

My address for all CorreSpONdeNCe IS .,,. eee cee eee eee cree ec eceeentecccnrscersccsesscsscccsessserersssesescssnsesees I 
| 


e Stockport Municipal Borough Council's 
financial and organisational support for Country 
Music continued with the Srd Lyme Park Festival, 
the line up of top British talent staged in a 
marquee within the Parks hundred acres certainly 
proved to be a magnet for fans from all over 
Britain. 


@ The Saturday evening show opened with Billy 
Finnigan & Stagecoach from Ireland, who 
provided mainly tried and trusted material such 
as ‘Louisiana Saturday Night’, ‘The Old Man From 
The Mountains.......', ‘The Door Is Always Open’, 
but new self penned numbers ‘I’ve Got Your 
Love’, ‘Coming On Home To You' sounded 
Excellent. 


Roger Humphries with Jake and Kevin from Joe 
Suns plus Rufus on lead guitar opened with ‘The 
Breeze’ and ‘Knocking On Heavens Door’, ‘Break 
My Mind’, 'T’ For Texas’, ‘Till | Can Gain Control 
Again’, but it was Humphries two originals ‘You 
Used To Call Me Lover’ and ‘Singing From The 
Bottle - Drinking From The Heart’ that captured 
the audience. A very good set of mostly hard 
driving progressive material. 


@ Colorado were then greeted with much 
enthusiasm, by the time this much acclaimed 
band had performed ‘Take Me To The River’ and 


‘Still Burnin’ (title track of their current Album) 
they had the audience eating out of the palm of 
their hands. Then followed the most polished and 
versatile set from a British band | have ever seen 
or heard, their capacity to totally involve the 


audience in their performance speaks volumes for . 


their talent. ‘Stories We Can Tell’, ‘We've Got 
Something To Say’, ‘Whiskey Man’, ‘Backporch 
Light' and a superb rendition of ‘The Green Fields 
Of France’ were moments of magic as was their 
humourous finale ‘Orange Blossom Special’. 


® Sunday afternoon opened with Kaye Brothers 
Flying Circus performing their ‘Bluesy’ ‘Bluegrass’ 
repertoire, fine instrumental skills on ‘Down 
Yonder’ and ‘June Apple’ plus some good vocals 
on such gems as ‘Bye & Bye’ and ‘John Sutters 
Mill’ provided an ideal opening set..... The Johnny 
Carter & Hurricane Ridge repertoire contained 
lots of ‘Randy Travis’ material like ‘On The Other 
Hand’ which | believe is destined to be the next 
‘Crystal Chandeliers’, ‘Lay Down Sally’, ‘Jack 
Daniels’, ‘Honky Tonk Man’ were all given the 
“Huricane” treatment...Closing the afternoon 
show West Virginia, relied totally on their now 
well worn repertoire and managed to upset one 
lady in their search for a ‘Hedgehog’, (good fun 
really) and their easy on the ear versions of 
‘Carmen’, ‘Meet Me In Stockholm' etc went down 
very well... 


Stirling 
Festival 


@ Stirling may be known as 
the Gateway To The 
Highlands ... how | wish the 
gateman had been on duty 
this night. As there was 
nothing inspirational for 
country fans at this all male 
country show - lacking in 
light & shade. Perhaps 


® Gerry Ford introduced 
the “New Duke Boys” for 
their own set and again 
theirs was a rather 
“advanced sound”. L ead 
singer Ricky Garton 
(shades of hip wiggling Tom 
Jones), and group leader 
Nigel Slater has had more 
than a few problems getting 
this group together. but 
this time there is to be a 
reward at the end of the 
rainbow,as they are 
presently touring with 


Lyme Park 
Festival 1987. 


@ The marquee could have used elasticated 
walls for the evening session, it was a total sell 
out and deservedly so. Stu Page & Remuda set 
the standard with a superb set, three originals to 
open with ‘Florida Feeling’ ‘Honeysuckle 
Dreaming’ and ‘Roll With The Punches’, ‘I'd Die 
For Your Love’ ‘Old Hippie’ ‘Shot Full Of Love’ 
‘Guitar Town’ and ‘Back To The Country’ (both 
from Andy Whelan) and a finale of ‘Mountain 
Music’ brought rapturous applause. Next on were 
Kenny Johnson & Northwind who responded 
magnificently to Stu’s follow that challenge! ‘Total : 
Strangers’ ‘Always Been A Fool For You’ ‘One 
Kiss’ ‘In Your Loving Arms’ ‘City Lights’ ‘Today’ 
all written by Kenny, were included along with 
‘Stars On The Water’ ‘The Last Country Song’ 
‘Candle In The Wind’ ‘Hillbilly Highway’ providing 
as well balanced performance as you would find 
anywhere. A magnificent set that fully deserved 
the tremendous acclaim it received. 


@ A fitting close to the weekend was provided by 
Raymond Froggatt & His Band, all the songs that 
Froggie fans have come to know and love plus a 
generous helping of the charisma provided a 
show the equal of any that had gone before. New 
to me was ‘Sail Away’ a song he had recently put 
the words to from an ‘H’ Caine tune. Nice to see 
the two of them friends again. 


@ Sound Power Concert Systems, Stoke On 
Trent, provided . P/A and worked the desk to 
produce a sound projection that was appreciated 
by both the artists and audience, lan Ashcroft 
worked hard to fill the intervals with his disco. | 
felt priviledged to be asked to review this super 
event, which provided three things, 1. How much 
talent we have in Britain, 2. That country music is 
well worthy of support from local & arts councils 
and finally 3. The fans who are prepared to travel 
to support such events are worth their weight in 
gold.... Park manager Peter Donnelly and 
Council Representative Angela Stead the officials 
responsible for over-seeing this 2 day event were 
both quick to praise and acknowledge the help 
and guidence given them by Eddie & Pamela of 
High Lane CMC and Alan & Mavis of Hazel Grove 
CMC, 


SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 5 


Led ts 


Number of persons 
requiring Berths 


2 Berth/inside Cabins 
at £25 per person extra 


saa ws) 


l enclose Cheque/P.O. Value £ ................cecescscnecnsssscneeecessesecseeens 
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12 
The persons in my Party are'- 
13 
1 7 
2 8 14 
% 9 15 
4 10 16 


Please also book me the following alternative accommodation at the stated supplements 


2 Berth/outside Cabins 
at £32 per person extra 


(Made payable to CMRU Publishing Company) Full settlement is required 


someone forgot there are 
many excellent female 
artistes around to vary the 
appeal. Opening the show 
local combo Goldrush led 
by Mike Munro gave full 
account of themselves in an 
attacking progressive style 
with what they call ‘Modern 
Country’??? but only the 
introduction of guest players 
Stuart Logan steel guitar and 
Geordie Footer on fiddle 
brought any resemblance to 
country. 


Brown 
And 
Country. 


® To co-incide with the 
release of his second album, 
country rocker T. Graham 
Brown, confirmed his first 
ever London date, it’s at The 
Mean Fiddler, Harlesden, 
NW10. Friday 4th Sept. 


Scotlands top vocalist Gerry 
Ford, who combined his 
duties with compering the 
show and stage 
management while getting 
through his own set in a 
fashion that now has 
become a custom built 
style. 


® No Moody Brothers 
caused many comments 
from those who had 
travelled some distance to 
hear the combo. In their 
absence 


@ His unique blend on 
country, soul and good ole’ 
rock ‘n’ roll, has earned T. 
Graham rave reviews both for 
his impressive debut album 
and his live performances. T. 
Graham's second album 
‘Brilliant Conversationalist’ 
should see him breaking 
through the established 
country music barriers and 
make his only UK date a 
spectacular not to be missed. 


George Hamilton |v stemmed 
the disappointment, albeit it 
was a rather laid back G.H. IV. 


Overall this was a lower 
than average performance 
show, it could be the small 
turnout had a part to play in 
that ... Show stealers for me 
were the lighting and stage 
hands plus the sound 
engineers who rarely 
receive due credit. 


T. Graham Brown 


SEPTEMBER 1987 


—=- GUN =—— 


— by Pete Smith. 


CONWAY TWITTY & BOXCAR 


WILLIE (1st): HANK THOMPSON 


& TOMPALL GLASER (8rd): 
DAVID ALLAN COE, MEL 
McDANIEL & LYNN POWELL 
(6th): HARLAN HOWARD & 


MERLE KILGORE (8th): FREDDY 


WELLER (9th): TOMMY 
OVERSTREET (10th): GEORGE 
JONES (12th): BILL MONROE 
(13th): ROY ACUFF (15th): 


® Johnny Cash, who is experiencing a whole 
new lease of recording life on Mercury Records 
(listen to “Johnny Cash Is Coming To Town”) 
was reported to have collapsed during a concert 
in lowa. Immediately the music press began 
stories of a heart attack, but Cash answered back 
by resuming his schedule a couple of days later. 


®@ Deborah Allen (“I've never imagined becoming 
a country singer”) has a new album called 
telepathy. The title track was written by Prince (I 
thought that was a dog's name? Well, maybe it 
is.) . 


@ Buskers Brew, the Sheffield based duo, are 
rapidly making a name for themselves. At the 
beginning of the year, the twosome were part of 
the Pete Jones Outfit but left to pursue their own 
musical interests. During the ensuing few 
months, Paul and Harry have built up a 
substantial following in England (they have 
become particularly popular on the Isle Of White) 
and in Switzerland. Little wonder when one hears 
the “Brew” perform brothers duets from the 
Louvins to the O’Kanes, a little rockabilly and 
some great fiddle and acoustic guitar 
instrumentals. Last time | saw the duo they were 
complimented by a couple of guest singers on 
their high standard of musicianship. 


®@ The hard rocking L.A. band, Cruzados, have 
some mighty regal types appearing on their 
second album, “After Dark”. Singing backup are 
Don Henley, J.D. Souther and Pat Benatar, whils 
Russ Kunkel helps out on the skins and the late 
Paul Butterfield lends a little harp. 


‘SEPTEMBER 1987 


ROCK PILE 


Happy birthday to all Virgos 


and Librians including: 


DAVID BELLAMY (of the Bellamy 
Brothers) (16th): SYLVIA TYSON 
(19th): PEARL BUTLER (20th): 
DICKEY LEE & KENNY STARR 
(21st): IAN TYSON & ROYCE 
KENDALL (of the Kendalls) (25th): 
LYNN ANDERSON, DAVID 
FRIZZELL & CARLENE CARTER 
(26th): TOMMY COLLINS & 
JERRY CLOWER (28th): JERRY 
LEE LEWIS, GENE AUTRY (29th). 


@ The Everly Brothers have just completed a 27 
date tour of Canada and the States in celebration 
of the thirtieth anniversary of “Bye Bye Love”. 
The brothers’ band was made up of British and 
American musicians, led by Albert Lee. 


@ Emmylou Harris’ fourteenth and newest album 
is “Angel Band”, a collection of traditional Gospel 
songs. 


@ Banjo, Dulcimer and Autoharp virtuoso, Cathy 
Barton, the Ozark mountaineer, will be touring 
the U.K again next year, accompanied by her 
husband, Dave Para. Dates to look out for are 28 
April to 9 May. 


@ Lyle Lovett, the Texan/songwriter has a new 
single on British release. The tracks, “You Can't 
Resist It’/“Closing Time”, are culled from Lovett’s 
excellent debut album, “Lyle Lovett” (MCA). 


@ The “New Look” Oak Ridge Boys (with Steve 
Sanders) have completed the new album for 
release later this year. Entitled “Come By Here”, 
the album also marks ten years of recording for 
MCA. 


@ The independant label Ritz has been rewarded 
for its commitment to country music with three 
albums in the British chart, Charley Pride “After 
All This Time”, Daniel O'Donnell “I Need You” 
and Philomena Begley “More About Love”. All are 
available on cassette. 


@ Derbyshires local hero Les Close will be 
recording his second album in Nashville in time 
for a February release. 
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PRESENTS 
AN INTERNATIONAL 
STAR STUDDED COUNTRY MUSIC WEEKEND 
WITH ARTISTES FROM 
ENGLAND, IRELAND, SCOTLAND, WALES, and AMERICA 


A Fabulous Weekend Of Non Stop Entertainment 
THE NORTHS GREATEST SIT DOWN CONCERT WITH THE BEST SOUNDS AROUND 


PONTINS MIDDLETON TOWERS MORECAMBE 
FRIDAY 30th SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER SUNDAY ist NOVEMBER 1987 


Country Jamboree! 


—PHIL WALLACE ano EMPTY POCKETS— 


RAINBOW COUNTY * 


MARY T ROSE BAND * 


CAROLINA * 


-PHIL LLOYD anpD THE SHACK BAND —DAN J CODY- 
OUT OF HAND * MAGGIE AND TENNESSEE EX PRESS * 


—JEFF CLIFSON— 
—THE COTTON MILL BOYS— —THE LES CLOSE BAND— 
THE NEW EVERGLADES * DAVE McQUEEN AND BUCKSKIN * 


—THE HILLSIDERS— 


—THE PETE JONES OUTFIT— 


—SHAKEDOWN COUNTRY— 


SUNDAY MORNING 
GOSPEL SHOW 


FULL BOARD 
£50 PER PERSON 
inc. V.A.T. 
BASED ON TWO 
PER CHALET 
CHILDREN HALF PRICE 


SOUND BY WIGWAM ACCOUSTICS 
WESTERN LINE DANCING and LESSONS 
BEST DRESSED WESTERNER 
and FAST DRAW COMPETITIONS 


For Further Information: 


INCLUDED IN THE PRICE 
DINNER FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
SUNDAY 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER 


RAY—ROY PROMOTIONS 
92 DUKE STEET @ SOUTHPORT @ MERSEYSIDE @ PR8 5DE 


(0704) 36990 - (0695) 421257 


@ Rusty Wier's second chart bound single is 
“Lover Of The Other Side Of The Hill”. The 
choice was prompted by the massive popularity 
of the video of this Chuck Pyle and follows on 
the heels of “Close Your Eyes”. Both songs were 
culled from the album “Kum-Bak Bar & Grill” 
(Black Hat) which has already established itself 
as one of my all time favourite country albums. 
Rusty incidentally, wrote the anthem “Don't It 
Make You Wanna Dance”, recorded by Bonnie 


Raitt on the platinum award album “UrbanCowboy”. 


@ Graham Nash (of Crosby, Stills & Nash) 
recently reaffirmed his vows to wife Susan after 
ten years of marriage. Guests at the ceremony 
included Stephen Stills, Joe Walsh, Chris Hillman 
and Roger McGuinn. 

David Crosby seems to be reformina after 

years of fighting and evading the law on drugs, 


ROUND UP 


AIRE LE sem 


SUBSCRIBERS 


CAN WIN THIS 
SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY ALBUM 


AUGUST 1987 


New Subscriber 
Free Draw Winner 


Mr. Chris Smitheram 
Gibson Way, 
Porthleven, Cornwall. 


firearms and violence charges. Crosby, now on 
parole, has married his girlfriend Jan Dance and 
reports have it that he's settling down nicely. Now 
how about some of that excellent music you used 
to make during the sixties and seventies Dave? 


@ The Sand Castle in Blackpool continue their 
weekly Sunday country shows throughout 
September, presenting a really strong lineup. 
Louisiana Hell Raisers with Stone Creek, Clinton 
Ford with Lazy Daisy and Sundown, Miki & Grff 
with Jeannie & Steppingstone and Nicky James. 
Then, Shag Connors & The Carrot Crunchers 
with the Rogue Band. 


@ Sundown Records released their second 
Carlton Moody & The Moody Brothers album to 
coincide with their August U.K. tour. “Carlton 
Moody & The Moody Brothers” features eleven 
original songs and instrumentals. 


Every month we are 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don't 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 
FREE DRAW 


But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 


subscription rates see elsewhere in 


this publication. 


As his prize Chris will receive 
the Waylon & Willie album 


Old Friends 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
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WATCH OUT, 


There’s a new Roger Humphries album 

due soon. Roger already has offers of help from 
several prominent British musicians plus a lot of 
Nashville pickers willing to be included in the 
project, and he has big plans for the album recorded 
in three countries. Apparently Ritz will handle it in 
Britain, and there's separate distributors in 
Germany/Switzerland/Austria/France/Scandinavia 
and the States 


It has already been decided that Rogers excellent 
singing from The Bottle, Drinking From The Heart 
will be the first single. A couple of major names 
want to cut this song, but Roger wants to have first 
crack at it himself... and Roger-"Adam the 
Gardener”-Humphries’ appearance is just different 
enough to lift him apart as a character and the song 
is equally distinctive. Perhaps . . . ah, if |had a 
pound for every perhaps! 


Keep an eye out for the Roger Humphries Band if 
they're your way, Roger has been running into brick 
walls, for a long time but with this latest approach 
and new songs he may at last be knocking at the 
door ... and we well know he’s always had the talent. 


by: Mick Green 


THERE'S STILL A HUMPHRIES ABOUT ! 


PRON PORCH UPDATE 


by: Eve Morris 


As in previous years the recorded events of Edale were entrusted to the erudite pen of the 
Stockport Stormtrooper leaving me free to work, play and generally do ‘things’. Alas an eleventh 
hour realisation that the trooper had taken his ailing tank back home to the pits occasions just a 


“Drive In’’ 


RIV NEW) 


The Sun Shone 
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COUNTRY GUITARISTS. 


PEDAL STEEL & DOBRO PLAYERS. @ Whether it was pure luck, 
FIDDLE PLAYERS. blind faith, overtime on the 
Pe eateh Bac N cone ca prayer mats or Farmer Jim 
BLUEGRASS BANJO PLAYERS. Bradleys inside information, 
COUNTRY PIANO & KEYBOARD PLAYERS. the fact is the sun shone the 
COUNTRY/COUNTRY ROCK whole day for the latest of 
& ROCKABILLY RHYTHM SECTIONS. the Oakerthorpe “Drive In” 
COUNTRY STRING ARRANGERS. 


Festivals staged at Ufton 
Fields Farm, Nr Alfreton, 
Derbyshire. 


COUNTRY LEAD & BACKING SINGERS. 


There are many musicians working in Britain who can 
outclass their counterparts in the USA in the performance 
of good Country Music. 

B,J.Cole, the man behind HOT PICKERS; has many years 
personal experience working amongst this pool of available 
talent, and can pick the right musician for the job in 
any Country Music application. 

So, when you need HOT PICKERS for record or jingle 
sessions, gigs, tours or festivals; call on us. 

When you need a complete band to back up your 
Country artists, we can assemble one for you to your exact 
requirements. 

We also offer a consultation service on all aspects of 
Country Music style, relating to the arrangement and pro- 
duction of records, jingles and videos. 

Musicians rates are subject to Musicians Union mini- 
mums, unless otherwise specified or negotiated. 


The line up of acts 

The Western Trio, Brook 
Peters, Colin Ramsey, Mary 
T Rose Band, Jim Ryder, 
Kaye Brothers Flying Circus 
and The Moody Brothers 
(USA) (plus the warm sunny 
weather) attracted a large 
crowd to this now 
established event. 


Les Bennetts Country Disco 
was In operation to good 
effect before, during and 
after the show whilst 
Western Trio who are a 
regional act, did two spots 
of well balanced material. 
Brook Peters showed he 
had a nice voice but not 
much up to-date material. 


HOT PICKERS service and consultancy charges are available on application. 


4K PP DIVISION OF COW PIE PRODUCTIONS. 40 Meadowcroft Road, Palmers Green, London N13 4EA. 


01-882 6378 


skim of the surface record for hundreds of avid readers. 


@ The 11th Edale Bluegrass 
Festival this year celebrated its 
second year at the Nether 
Ollerbrook site with a packed 
schedule of events ... Music 
workshops including a fine 
double bass demonstration from 
Marshall Wilborn of the Johnson 
Mountain Boys and festival 
organiser Steve Read; 
Instrumental contests, guitar 
section won by Devon's Bill Titley 
of the Buffalo BG Band; Sunday 
morning Gospel Show with M.C. 
Tom Travis, (best appearance of 
the J.M. Boys to my mind of the 
whole week-end), two evening 
concerts, Bev Williams as M.C. 
with Richard Ineson MC for the 
afternoon show... 


@ With twenty fine bands 
appearing over the three days to 
single any one out for individual 
mention would be most unfair. 
Suffice to say that the Irish 
pickers dropped lucky with the 
non-appearance of a booked 
band giving them a well deserved 
set on stage. Also that the 
Johnson Mountain Boys from 
Maryland U.S.A. with their driving 
tradition style delighted us all and 
are booked for a full U.K. tour in 
March ‘88. 


@ Among the persons observed 
picking (and sheltering) included 
Paul Hammerton, now domiciled 
in the States: Jimmy, a genial 

Japanese fiddler taking time-out 


TONY 


from his London busking, and 
Bob Deah! accompanied by his 
new bicycle which is reputed to 
fit, (when folded) into an average 
size beer can. 


@ There was lots of fun and 
music on the camp site, despite 
the conditions... Down Counties 
er ecting their own circus 
marquee, Free Mexican Air Force 
building an ark and the fastidious 
Arthur from Country Grass 
sighted washing his new wellies 
... Atrocious rain, cars being 
towed on & off the site, Tent 
flattening winds, and mud and 
more mud, all making Edale the 
place to be each and every June 
for the best of bluegrass music. 
To quote Richard Ineson ‘This 
year we have reached new depths 
of suffering’ ... long may it 
continue and see you all next 
year’. 


@ A benefit at the Railway Inn, 
Rodley, Nr. Leeds raised over 
£100 for the local Scout tronp. 
Providing the music were 
“Sound in Mind” with their 
infectious brand of western 
swing and bluegrass from “Run 
Boys Run". Both bands usually 
appearing at the monthly 
meeting of Leeds Bluegrass 
Club, The Grove Inn, Leeds. 


® To celebrate their house 
move to Leek in Staffordshire 
Matt and Val Ditchburn of Free 
Mexican Airforce fame 


BEST 
LEISURE 


Proudly Presents 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


organised a genteel weekend of 
picking and playing. Alas 
though Valerie nearly missed it 
due to being whisked off to the 
nearest maternity unit to 
produce, some 6 weeks early a 
delightful daughter, Bethany 
Leigh ... lt was a somewhat 
bemused Health Visitor who 
fought her way through the 
banjos and Martin guitars to 
check on the progress of 
mother and infant. Perhaps she 
likes bluegrass too! 


® Northants based Strange 
Relations held a ‘frolic in the 
foundations’ on the site of their 
new des. res. Awards for 
tenacity to Bob Winquist, who 
after completing his appearance 
at the ‘Proms’. leapt in his 
motor to dash northward and 
play B.G. fiddle, and to Bill 
Titley and crew who had a very 
long and arduous drive from 
Devon. It's about turn, however, 
this month when all roads lead 
to Slapton. 


@ Heading the Slapton line up 
are the Saw Tooth Mountain 
Boys from Oregon. A four piece 
band whose instrumentation 
includes banjo, mandolin, guitar 
and string bass. First formed in 
1964 they finally settled on the 
present name in 1970. Their 
main area of operations is the 
West coast from Southern 


6 more 
great 


Country 
Music 
Events... 


@ Eve at Edale with Dudley Cornell, front man and lead 
singer with the Johnson Mountain Boys. 


Eye openers were the Mary 
T Rose Band who really 
impressed me on this 
occasion ... Jim Ryder 
deserves all the good 
reviews he has been having, 
his two spots were among 
the best I’ve heard from a 
solo artist in a long time. 


Radio Derby D.J. Colin 
Ramsey performed his self 
written easy on the ear 
songs plus a couple of 
surprises one being “It’s All 
Over Now” but for me the 
stars of this event were The 
Kaye Brothers Flying Circus 
with their ‘bluesy (not 
boozy) bluegrass’ spots. 


California to the north of 
Washington state, plus they are 
much in demand in their native 
Oregon. Having extensive radio 
shows to their credit too, they 
count, as career highlights, 
their festival appearances with 
Flatt & Scruggs and Bill Monroe 
and the B.G. Boys. 


Essentially a band in the 
traditional mould, their original 
material is supplied by all band 
members. George Bailey, bass, 
who spent several years in New 
Zealand playing mainly banjo 
and recording with Bluegrass 
Expedition; Hal Spence, guitar 
and tenor vocals who 
occasionally writes gospel 
numbers; Mike Eisler, banjo and 
responsible for the band’s 


credit to its owners, the Potte- 
Sports and Leie- 
and 


uspere - TONY BEST 
roudly presents 
BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON 
THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTRY COMPANY 
MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS 
GEORGE FOSTER 
IAN ASHCROFT’S 
COUNTRY EXPRESS 
PLUS SURPRISE GUESTS 


| perro 


theme tune ‘Sawtooth Mountain 
Breakdown” and Steve Waller; 
mandolin and lead vocals, who 
also arranges the band’s 
material. 


Their 10 day tour of the U.K. 
will include appearances at 
Leeds, London and Glasgow. 


Following the B.B.C. recording 
of the Johnson Mountain Boys 
Leeds appearance, Andy 
Kershaw is featuring some 
numbers on his Thursday 
evening Radio One show. 
Country Club's Wally Whyton, 
following his deluge of mail is 
promising to include most of 
the J.M.B. concert on his live 
section of the programme 
sometime within the next 
couple of months. 


HOLIDAY & LEISURE CLUB 


Hopton-on-Sea, Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk 


T. YARMOUTH 


Fri. 23rd to Sun. 25th Oct. 1987 


You are invited to join us for our first All-Star Country Music Weekend ~~ ~ 
Leisure Complex in October 1987. BOOK EARLY AS W™ ~ 

AND IT’S FIRST c™*" 

Situated on the Norfolk coast just off the **~ 


s 


.. sour Country Entertainment 


Those very popular 
American visitors The 
Moody Brothers via Les 
Bennetts P/A did a ninety 
minute spot that had the 
audience applauding wildly 
via car horns and 
headlights. A great day out 
at this pleasant venue. 


by: Pete Griffin 


OOOOOO 


Classified Ads 


25p per word 


BEE 


, uves, eats 
~ everything is spotless 
~-uers when we present our country 


“OUTDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL ‘INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL “GLASS-BACKED SQUASH COURTS “JACUZZI 


“SAUNA “SOLARIUM “PUTTING GREEN “INDOOR BOWLING 


A FEAST OF 
COUNTRY 


GREEN “TARGET BOWLS *2 BADMINTON COURTS “PITCH & PUTT 
“SUPERB BARS AND LOUNGES “EVERY CHALET IS CENTRALLY 
“4EATED AND HAS COLOUR TV, RADIO, PRIVATE BATHROOM, 
3HOWER & TOILET PLUS TEA MAKING FACILITIES, HAND TOWELS 
AND SOAP ‘FIVE-STAR CUISINE ‘TOP FLIGHT COUNTRY MUSIC 


FIVE-STAR LUXURY WEEKEND 
ONLY £53 PLUS VAT 


PER PERSON 


CHILDREN HALF PRICE! 


SEPTEMBER 1987 


21 


COUNTRY WORDSEARCH 
FOLD RT ED ESI HORT LRAT 


Sas arSs S42 —wa == 


SOUTHERN COMFORT C.W.C. 
Presents 


“SCOTTISH COUNTRY MUSIC FELLOWSHIP” 
1987 
Awards Presentation Show 


TOMMY TRUESDALE & SUNDOWNERS 
BAKERSFIELD & WILMA JONES 


Special Star Guest 
MEL HAGUE 


Kilwinning Academy - Kilwinning 
Sat. 7th Nov ’87 - 7.30 p.m. x 10.00 a.m. 


It’s time for a “long playing record” this month with over 60 album titles hidden 
in the grid. What you have to do is list them with the artists names below in 
correct order. So get in the “groove” and remember it’s up, down, across either 
way or diagonally in both directions to make sure you don’t get the “needle” 
searching them out. 


SQUARE DEAL 
PROMOTIONS 
SOLE UK AGENT 
FOR TOP IRISH ACTS 
JOHN C KING 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 


@ Few dates left in '87. 
Now Booking for 1988 ... 


0463 221268 
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Compiled by Tony Andersan 


— SOUNTRY 


FUSS Round Up The artist you need the albums for are as follows:- 
33. Linda Ronstadt. 50. Tanya Tucker. 
WORDSEARCH WINNER 1. Rex Allen Jnr. 17. Mark Gray. 34. Tex Ritter. 51. Porter Wagoner. 
JULY 1987 2. Amazing Rhythm Aces. 18. Merle Haggard. 35. Jimmy Buffett. 52. Moe Bandy. — 
Mrs. Yvonne Clarke Shurdington Road 3. Eddy Arnold. 19. Tom T Hall. 36. Sawyer Brown. 53. Waylon Jennings. 
Cheltenham Glos. 4. Hoyt Axton. 20. Emmylou Harris. 37. Ricky Skaggs. 54. Jody Miller. 
5. Randy Barlow. 21. Judds. 38. Tompall Glaser. 55. Margo Smith. 
6. Karen Brooks. 22. Doug Kershaw. 39. Conway Twitty. 56. Billie Jo Spears. 
7. Jim Ed Brown. 23. Mel McDaniel. 40. Don Williams. $7. «Willy Swan. 
The Answers were:- 8. Glen Campbell. 24. Reba McEntire. 41. Hank Williams. 58. Bobby Bare. 
é 9. Henson Cargill. 25. Ronnie Milsap. 42. Lee Greenwood. 59. John Denver. 
k Jonty aes ery Hees @ borne “eke 10. Patsy Cline. 26. Oakridge Boys. 43. Johnny Cash. 60. Tammy Wynette. 
Roger Miller, 8. Lynn Anderson 9. Johnny Rodriguez, 11. John Conlee. 27. Dolly Parton. 44. Albert Lee. 61. Juice Newton. 
. en Dore, Bley Fell, 12. John Denver, 13. 12. Lacy J Dalton. 28. Johnny Paycheck. 45. Keith Whitley. 62. Asleep At The Wheel. 
im Weatherley, 14. Conway Twitty, 15. Guy Clark, 13. Charlie Daniels. 29. Jeanne Pruett. 46. Gene Watson 63. Barbara Fairchild. 
16. Susan Raye, 17. Jimmy Buffett, 18. : : : . : 
Glaser, 19. Red Sovine. 20. aren Young, 21 tel 14. Steve Earle. 30. Eddie Rabbitt. 47. John Stewart. 64. Charley Pride. 
Reeves, 22. Freddy Weller, 23. Hank Snow, 24. Merle 15. Joe Ely. 31. Charlie Rich. 48. Hank Snow. 65. Janie Fricke. 
Haggard, 25. T Graham Brown, 26. Dwight Yoakam, 16. Vern Gosdin. 32. Kenny Rogers. 49. Stella Parton. 66. Wilma Burgess. 


27. Lester Flatt, 28. John D Loudermilk, 29. Dave 
Dudley, 30. Red Simpson, 31. Kenny Serratt, 32 
Marty Robbins, 33. Johnny Horton, 34. Grandpa 
Jones, 35. Warren Smith, 36. Gene Autry, 37. Jim 
Reeves, 38. Charlie McCoy, 39. Don Reno, 40. Bobby 
Bare, 41. Ed Bruce, 42. Red Foley, 43. C.W. McCall, 
44. Shelly West. 


POST YOUR ENTRIES TO REACH THIS OFFICE NOT LATER THAN 30th SEPTEMBER 1987 | 


at the fabulous 


Norbreck 
Castle Hotel 


Fri. 20th to Sun. 22nd Nov. 1987 


FULLY INCLUSIVE - The price includes - Dinner on Friday, Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
on Saturday, Full Breakfast and Lunch on Sunday. And All Your Country Entertainment 
Resident for the Weekend - THE LAZYACRE COUNTRY ROADSHOW 
featuring TONY BEST with BOB NEWMAN and CAROLE GORDON 
plus DAVE SHERIFF & NICKI CLARKE And Guest Drummer GEORGE FOSTER 


IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS 


At Pontins Holiday Centre 
Sand Bay, Kewstoke, 


Fri. 13th Nov. to Sun. 15th Nov. 1987 


FULLY INCLUSIVE WEEKEND - The price includes - Dinner on Friday, 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner on Saturday, Breakfast and Lunch on Sunday. 
Plus All Your Country Entertainment 
TONY BEST - Resident Host and Compere 

Returning by popular request from last year - The Lazyacre Roadshow 
Featuring: BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON Guest Drummer for Weekend - 
GEORGE FOSTER. IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS, DAVE SHERIFF & 

NICKI CLARKE Plus the following Great Artistes - 
Two Great Country Bands - BOB McKINLAY & DIXIE FRIED, STROLLER 
Two Great Acts From Wales - /ONA & ANDY, COUNTRY COMPANY 


ENE eurp ries Guests WHAT IT COSTS Plus the following Great Guest Artistes 
*Centrally Heated Chalets *Waitress Service At Meals TON MILL BOYS 
*Teasmade in Chalets *Solarium *Sauna “Indoor Heated Pool £5 1 .0O Ce ed LINE 5 FUEL:BOARD 
0 eg ERE PS PER PERSON plus VAT | | ° i £48.00 
List.of artistes js‘sdbject to-alteratic CHILDREN HALF PRICE | | CHARLIE LANDSBOROUGH as VAP: 
COUNTRY MUSIC CLUBLAND‘S (Sones) surcharge for De-kuxe 1 1 CLOVIS, PER PERSON 


Single and 2-Room Chalets) 


PRE-CHRISTMAS JAMBOREE Plus surprise guests Children Half Price 


SEPTEMBER 1987 COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
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Scene 
by: Dave Hendry 


De] 121 Marmion Road 
Greenfaulds Cumbernauld 
= 02367 35033 


Good to be back and what 
better time than the peak period 
when clubs are staging their 
annual festivals around the 
country ... and to those who are 
saying ‘I told you so ... - OK 
you were correct, I'll enjoy that 


lemonade next time we meet. 
Elgin... Irvine ... Arbroath ... 
and Stirling are my main areas 
of festival action and there is no 
question that I'll be packing my 
toothbrush and heading for the 
land of the golden brew and 
shining hospitality of Elgin 
although that is not included in 
their pre-festival advertising. 


The Wells Fargo C.W.C. 
organising secretaries position 
has now passed to the capable 
hands of Rose Lawson and 
treasurer John Lowson while 
Jack Clarke holds down the 
presidency. The club which 
meets each Friday at Arbroath's 
Meadowbank Inn, reports they 
are doing well and thriving on 
the holiday period. Likewise at 
Markinch where as always the 
Wayfarers C.W.C. are on the 
lookout for new acts to the 
scene. 

At this point may we say 
welcome back to the ‘Auld 
Firm'of husband and wife team 
Alan and Dorothy Watkins who 
have returned to committee 
duties (treasurer and secretary 
respectively) while John 
Webster returns to the 
presidents chair. The club move 
into their 10th year this coming 
10th September and of course 
I've accepted the kind invitation 
to represent C.M.R.U. at the 
function. 


@ No let up at the Hotel 
Embassy Dumfries where 
Double ‘K’ C.M.C. hold their 
gigs Sundays monthly and | am 
reliably informed the full house 
signs are just as prominent as 
ever. Getting this club off the 
ground has been no mean task 
and a great vote of thanks go to 
Jim Kerr and Joe Kirk and Co 
for the endless and often 
thankless job. 


@ Every so often little problems 
do arise at clubs and Southern 
Comfort C.M.C. are no 
exception to the rule. The 
Kilwinning club have everything 
well in hand now and Annabel 
Gray who holds the secretarial 
office assures us there is no 
cause for concern. The club 
still meets weekly Saturday at 
the local P.H.A.B. Hall with 
monthly special held at the 
Community Hall. The Southern 
Comfort C.W.C. host this years 
Scottish Country Music 
Fellowship Awards Show (see 
ad this issue) this coming 
November in what seems 
certain to be another sellout .. 


Near neighbours White Horse 
C.W.C. continue at the 
Saltcoats Labour Social Club 
and Southern Star C.W.C. 
shines out each Wednesday at 
the Europa Lounge in Ayr 


ROUND THE REGIONS 


Their Glasgow's Grand Old 
Opry continued to draw the 
country weekenders with many 
fine acts and are reported busy 
as usual with local fans having 
to be very early to command 
seating. 


@ It is no secret locally that 
“Bakersfield” are one of the 
most underrated combos on the 
Scottish scene today and the 
pity of it is the band have never 
done a lot of travelling around - 
this being due to other 
priorities from four lads who 
have almost alone held the 
scene together in the lowlands 


Perhaps when they learn there 
is no need to wear the kilt in 
the northern region they will 
extend their experience further 
afield. The New Duke Boys 
have been gathering creditable 
plaudits from various venues 
south of the border and at 
home. I'm informed this is a 
band not to be missed when in 
the vicinity ... Spill The Beans 


are fast becoming a household 
name in Scotland and little 
surprise to note their many 
engagements through the year. 
Sue, Tony and Mac must now 
rate as one of the most popular 
acts to come north. P.T. 
Christie having overcome his 
illness, returned to some pretty 
handy engagements and this 
ever popular Ayrshire singer 
will be more in demand now 
than ever ... Back too after a 
spell off the road is Ruby 
Rendall and still as vibrant as 
ever. New outfit ‘Dixie’ have 
caught the imagination of many 
country fans in the region with 
a style which | find difficult to 
describe. As the first band, 
under review (on my 
comeback) | found the lads 
rather slow to accept for the 
first few numbers but they are 
one of those acts which grow 
on you. Perhaps their style 
could be called a cross between 
country and skiffle as their up 
tempo numbers show. Only a 
few months on the country 


ROUND 
THE 


REGIONS 


The Penville C.M.C. got off to a 
great start in their new venue, 
the Countryside Inn, Roslin. 


The band for the opening show 
was Scot's Country Comfort 
who played to a capacity 
audience as did Nebraska two 
weeks later. 


Country music ts really 
catching on at the Edinburgh 
Festival, from a meagre five 
days in 1986, the Festival Club 
is this year staging two weeks 
at their premises in Chambers 
Street 


You may remember a few 
months ago | had some rather 


Mel Hague 


harsh words to say about a 
band called Transatlantic from 
Stonehaven who let down the 
members of the Tucson Club 
by refusing to go on stage 
without their lead singer. After 
several months passed the 
bands’ manager phoned and 
begged to appear back at the 
Tucson Club to make amends 
for their previous appearance. | 
decided to give the band 
another chance and a date was 
arranged. However, when that 
date arrived - yes you've got it - 
the band didn't (not even a 
phone call). Luckily Mel Hague 
was also booked for that 
evening and did the first spot to 
allow me to try and find a band 
at an hours’ notice. Edinburgh 
based band “Country Flavour” 
obliged and the members were 
treated to an excellent nights 
entertainment. My thanks to 
Mel and Country Flavour but if 
Transatlantic were out for 
revenge for the bad crit they 
certainly got it 


Country hits are still proving 
very popular at the Hibs 
Supporters Club in Portobello 
and the Labour Club in 
Prestonpans, both clubs feature 


live country bands on Thursday 
nights 


Yet another club is starting in 
Edinburgh. It is being formed 
by a group of gunfighters 
calling themselves The 
Trailblazers and it will be held 
every Thursday in the Busy Bee 
Lounge, Saughton 


The Committee of the Flag and 
Saddle C.M.C., tell me that their 
club is still going strong in the 
Paraffin Lamp in Livingston 
every Tuesday 


Owing to Maureen the lead 
singer of Route 65 being off the 
road for several months the 
band comprising of Charlie, 
Brian and Jimbo made their 
first appearance as a trio at the 
Tucson Club recently and made 
an excellent job of it ably 
assisted by Keith Manifold who 
was making his debut at the 
club 


Jim Aitken who was the oldest 
member of the Tucson Club 
died suddenly on his way home 
on Monday, 27th July. He is 
survived by his widow, 
Caroline, his daughter Caroline 
and a son. Jim will be sadly 
missed by the members 


scene the lads - Peter 
Greenham, guitar ... Desi Platt, 
bass ... John Platt, synth ... and 
Billy Marshall, drums - have 
shown they have all the 
ingredients to whet the 
appetites in even the staunchest 
of fans. Their arrangement of 
Luckenbach Texas/I'm Getting 
Out While I'M Still Country/Skip 
To My Lou was evidence 
enough that they have the 
needful, although they could 
brush up on their down tempo 
numbers - quite a bit. 


@ Mackie Sutherland is no 
stranger to country although it 
could be to the benefit of all if 
the gent could be seen in the 
southern region a little more 
often. Since leaving Manson 
Grant and Dynamos, Mackie 
has carved himself a neat spot 
in Scotland's country notebook 
and signs are, there is more to 
come, from this Ross Records 
recording artiste ... as diary 
dates start to fill. 


Lotiian/ 
Borders 


by: Jackie 
Blair 


122 Brunton Gardens 
Edinburgh EH?7 5E7 


vey 031 556 9642 


Congratulations to Ruby 
Rendall and Sandy on the birth 
of their daughter, Debbie 
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Wed. 30th Dec. 1987 to Sat. 2nd Jan. 1988 


FULL BOARD . CENTRALLY-HEATED CHALETS 
The price inclues: FOUR COURSE DINNER ON WEDNESDAY 
FULL BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER ON THURSDAY 
ON FRIDAY - FULL BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND CANDLELIT DINNER WITH SPECIAL 


NEW YEARS DAY CABARET 


FULL BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON SATURDAY 
AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 


George Moody & The Country Squires, Bobbie & Nashville Pride, The Frank Jennings Syndicate 


TONY BEST introduces 


Circuit Judge, John Aston, Yvonne & Norman Champion, 


lan Ashcroft's Country Express 


“TOP COUNTRY ARTISTES *5 STAR BANDS “BRITAINS No.1 COUNTRY D.J. 
AND SCOTTISH PIPER TO WELCOME THE NEW YEAR 


ALL THIS FOR ONLY 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


£99 


PLUS VAT PER PERSON 
CHILDREN HALF-PRICE 


At Ladbrokes 


Sussex Coast Holiday Centre 
Middleton-on-Sea, Nr. Bognor Regis 


SUSSEX COA ! 


Fri. to Sun. 12th to 14th February 1988 


FULLY INCLUSIVE WEEKEND - The price includes - Dinner on Friday Full, Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner on 
Saturday, Full Breakfast and Lunch on Sunday, And All Your Country Entertainment 


Host and Compere TONY BEST proudly presents 


THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
COLLIER-DIXON LINE CLOVIS BILL HURREN 
DIXIE & ALLON & THE BACKROOM BOYS 
KEITH MANIFOLD & GASKET DANE STEVENS 
IAN ASHCROFTS COUNTRY EXPRESS 


A Fantastic Weekend with 
* Great Company * Great Food 
* Great Comfort & * Great Country Music 


AND LOOK AT THE 


PRICE! 
ONLY 


£54.00 


Per person plus VAT. 


SEPTEMBER 1987 


ROUND THE REGIONS 


@ \s there a clairvoyant at 
C.M.R.U.? According to last 
months Southern Style | gave 
Portsmouth C.M.C. Bossman 
Derek Harper a shock by 
turning up for the George 
Moody gig! Since | wasn't there 
it was a shock to me as well! ... 


and ... Did | tell you about the 
invitation | accepted from 
manager Gerry Harding to meet 
Eileen King and The Kingsmen 
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®@ Congratulations are the 
order of the month to Tom 
Whelan who recently at York 
House, Twickenham celebrated 
his 20th year of involvement in 


Polygon Sports & Social club, 
back in July? I'm glad my driver 
Mike Peters was otherwise 
engaged as | arrived at this 
splendid club in the centre of 
the city, to be greeted by a 
gentleman of Indian extraction 
and a large completely empty 
hall! This at 8.15 pm, too! ... I'd 
love to know the background 
story to this potentially plum 
booking?? 


country music. Yes it seems a 
far cry from those early days 
with Bill Arnett when a more 
youthful Tom began an 
association with country that 
ranged from managing an 
extremely young Little Ginny, 
to my first introduction to him, 
when he was involved with 
Southwark Borough Council in 
presenting shows at Peckham 
Civic Centre, while still having 
that extremely long involvement 
with the Four On The Floor 
club. The club which has seen 
many changes of venues over 
the years turned out in force 
though to help him remember 
those long off days and an 
interesting aside was that the 
same Little Ginny was playing 
another gig at a venue almost 
adjacent on the same evening. 


®@ Pinkertons Colours were on 
stage during the evening 
augmented by an appearance 
from Jan Mark and Norman 
Russell all of whom were 
shortlisted in the recent CMRU 
awards poll. Sorry the 

ac oustics of the venue wasn't 
better on the night Tom, but 
your contribution to country 
music isn't measured in one 
evening but in the many years 


At KILN PARK 


Foster Boys 


e Fortunately there are more 
positive items this month ... like 
the splendid night at my local 
“Wildwood South CMC” where 
an up-tempo opening medley 
from London based Homer 
packed the dance floor ... a 
situation which went on until 
the closing number. The 
interval spot was well filled by 
the redoubtable Pete Pope who 


you have spent trying to further 
that which we all but for people 
like you come to take for 
granted today. 


@ Managed to take myself 
down to Woolwich Tramshed's 
Cactus club recently for an 
appearance by Liverpool's 
Hillsiders, yes they were 
extremely good. The club, run 
by Tony Shearman has since its 
recent inception featured some 
of our top names and a 
forthcoming line up offers many 
more mouth watering hours, 
including a visit from Lore & 
The Legends. Predominently a 
rock or jazz venue in the past 
and still holding strong 
association with that brand of 
music it's good to see a venue 
of this type staging regular 
country shows. 


@ | was so impressed, a couple 
of weeks later | made a return 
visit to see a great performance 
from Becky Hobbs backed by 
Firewater. The venue is what it 
says ... an old tramshed (I dont 
remember them?) converted 
into a theatre and has a great 
atmosphere apart from selling a 
great line in “real ale” which 
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packs away a lot of talent under 
that “Doc Holiday” hat! My 
thanks to Mick Chambers for 
transporting me ... sorry | 
missed out on the Foster Boys | 
hear they took the club by 
storm, almost a standing room 
only session. 


@ Bandit is a local outfit who 
have won the approval of many 
country fans in the area, they 
include Ray Gallagher, a 
brilliant lead guitarist, and 
vocalist Ted Collinson, both 
from the well-remembered 
Midnite Ramblers, whose high 
standards were always in 
evidence until their breakup. So 
| hope to catch up with Bandit 
soon. 


@aA deep timbred voice on the 
other end of the ‘phone roused 
me from my box-watching 
recently ... turned out to be 
former country singer of the 
‘70s, David H. Lee, off the scene 
until a short while ago with 
health problems. He's doing 
some gigs for British Heart 
Foundation, in thanks for the 
treatment he’s had ... and he's 
looking for gigs this month ‘in 
the South’ from the 18th - 30th. 
His solo show is for free ... what 
else you put on it is up to the 
promoters,,for details telephone 
Ron Adams on 0952 40540. 


seems to help any journalists 
writing finger, let's hope that it 
keeps up the good work. 


®@ Kim and Bernie's Palamino 
club at Southgate was another 
of my haunts this month to see 
Billy Finnegan & Stagecoach, 


® John & Jennie's S.T.C. club 
also seems to have been a 
magnet recently and | was 
drawn to the visit of Tony 
Collins & Bakersfield as was a 
good crowd for whom Tony 
pulled out all stops. In the 
audience that night was a 
veteran of yesteryear Crispian 
St. Peter, and the old “pied 
piper” gave a couple of 
numbers which proved that if 
nothing else he can still sing. | 
said this club was a magnet for 
me so it wasn't long before | 
was back to witness what could 
become one of the top names 
around in the coming months. 
Sunset Boulevard are a seven 
piece outfit (yes seven) 
incorporating in their line up 
three former members of the 
Yellowstone Picnic Band and, it 
was only their 4th gig together 
but they look like coming up 
with the goods. 


@ Locally | see that Bill Cody's 
CMC over at the Stakes Village 
Hall in Springwood Avenue, 
Waterlooville, had the Chrissie 
Lane band last month. This 
month they have Buckboard, 
and the Rogue Band all being 
well ... check with Bill Cody on 
0705 (Portsmouth) 253311 just 
in case. 


® Up country, my welcomes to 
Pat Wigmore who is now 
covering that slice of neglected 
country known as the Thames 
Valley for CMRU... But 
further up Jim Eagles still keeps 
me posted with happenings at 
his West Way CMC at Witney 
tel: S065 for the finer details. 


September is packed as usual 
with goodies ... Norman 
Mourant & The OTT band, 
Country Born, Rio, on 
successive Sundays ... (I will 
make it up there one day!!). 


@ You can catch up with the 
talented Foster Boys in October 
when they will undoubtedly 
pack the concert styled Lavant 
venue near Chichester. No 
current Chichester CMC 
Newsletter to hand since our 
deadline dates are slightly 
removed from each other ... 
(that’s a snippet from our 
earlier one). 


@ Alan Woodhouse’s Mustang 
club has always been in the 
forefront so it came as no 
surprise that Essex songbird 
Jenny Speller should wish to 
make her return to country at 
this Canvey Island venue with 
her backing group Alberta. She 
started a bit wobbly but it was 
not long before she was 
sounding like the Jenny of old 
and the lads of Alberta provided 
just the right kind of 
accompaniment ... 


@ “Brett” were a group that 
were new to me, but | made 
one of my regular visits to the 
Virginian club. The group who 
come from Canvey Island and 
their lead singer who bears an 
uncanny resemblance to Mrs 
Green's little boy had enough 
voice and talent to put even our 
ebulent Michael in the shade. 


@ Another veteran of the 
London/Kent country scene 
Tom Strath whose club The 
Ghost Riders has seen many 
changes of venues over the 
years, in recent months has not 
enjoyed the best of health, an 
early retirement from the Post 
Office, was marked recently 
when his former workmates 
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@ Finishing up where | began, 
Wildwood South here in 
Southhampton there's a 
“biggie” at the Guildhall on 
September 25th in case you 
haven't reached the club dates 


made a presentation to him for 
his valued years service. It was 
typical of the man that from all 
the “goodies” that he could 
receive he selected a music 
centre which he said “Would be 
great to fetch on club nights so 
that he can provide an 
improved standard of 
entertainment during the bands 
breaks”. Ronnie Scott & 
Mississippi no newboys 


Odds & Solubles. 


themselves sent those extra 
visitors away with an extremely 
high regard for the music that 
Tom had been preaching at 
them all these years. 


@ A quick get well message to 
Hickory Lake's Vic Woodhouse 
... Waltham Abbey's Broken 
Lance club which was shut for 
alterations last month is now 
back and running again with 
new organiser Ron Baker, so 
remember it’s Wednesday 
nights at the Woodbine S & S 
Club ... Norbury’s Silver Dollar 
club which recently has led a 
chequered career has finally 
had to give way on Friday 
evenings, but is still open on a 
Sunday night ... 
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A little to late for last months 
report was the Hungerford 
Country Music Festival, this one 
day event was into it's third 
year. Small by comparison with 
the many festival’s that are 
open to us nowadays. ‘Still a 
very enjoyable day. The artistes 
appearing were George Moody 
and the Country Squires, plus 
Pedro and Sarah Jory on pedal 
steel guitar. 


| had not been in touch with the 
music of George for some time. 
On my previous hearing, it was 
a traditional middle of the road 
mix. It was therefore nice to 
hear George getting in touch 
with more modern material, his 
superb rendering of a couple of 
Keith Whitley numbers, a little 
known American artist on this 
side of the pond and Raymond 
Froggatt’s songs got a share of 
coverage by George as well. 
Unfortunately, as the afternoon 
and evening passed George 
was noticably absent from the 
stage which left a void in the 
performance of the remainder 
of the band. Pedro on the other 


i 
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@ The month has flown by for 
me in a grand fashion, Hazel 
Grove CMC hosted by Alan and 


Must start by agreeing with 
every word fellow regional 
scribe Larry Drummond wrote 
regarding the repertoires of 
some Artists. Keep up the good 
work mate and don't let them 
grind you down ... 


® One local Band | feel Larry 
would approve of is Randy Blue 
with Miss Bobbie Wyatt & Deep 
Water they had the organisers 
of White Stetson CMC, 
Ravenshead, Notts. in raptures 
with a performance as good as 
any | have seen. Lots of 
Randy's own songs plus quality 
material such as ‘Pittsburgh 
Stealers’ and ‘Why Not Me’. In 
Bobbie they have in my opinion 
one of the best female vocalists 
in Britain. Having heard a sneak 
preview of their cassette | 
forecast it will be in big demand 
wherever they play. Another 
excellent night at this venue. 


@ Former Barbary Coast 
members Robbo, Crippin, Rick 
and Bugsey lately ... Black Spur 
Road Band have added John 
Roach on steel guitar. | thought 
their recent ‘ad lib’ performance 
at Gedling Miners Welfare Club 
terrific. Lots of variety in their 


hand are a trio of outstanding 
ability and held their audience, 
with the help of Sarah Jory on 
pedal steel as the added 
attraction. For me it was a time 
of mixed feelings, knowing that 
within the month Pedro would 
no longer be in existence. Pete 
South on drums, Jed Lamden, 
lead, and Laurie Ashley, bass, 
are to split. Pete’s chosen day 
job takes him away so much, 
feels he cannot give the Trio his 
fullest support, Jed plans to 
hang up his guitar, which 
leaves Laurie uncertain as to 
which way his musical career 
will take him. 


@ As promised | paid my first 
visit to Theale, a pleasant venue 
with seating for about two 
hundred in concert style. 
Theale Social Club is well 
patronised by a colourful 
following of country fans, you 
will find both the wild outlaw 
style and the Rhinestone 
Cowboy image, which all added 
atmosphere in the club. Brian 
Fuller is the secretary for 


Mavis Kitchen featured Dave 
McQueen and Buckskin on a 
hot and sticky Sunday evening. 
This band of North West hero's 
always give a good show at this 
smashing little venue. Dave, in 
his constant search for 
something new, brought along 
a clarinet to highlight one 
D.A.C. song on his list, but the 
humidity had got to the thing 
before Dave, causing the 
audience and the band to 
double up in laughter at his un- 
intended comedy routine. 


e Napolleon Inn on Cornwall 
St, Opershaw, are staggering 
the Manchester musical 
fraternity with the quality of 
their shows, to full houses too 


... Raymond Froggatt and his 
Band had a three night 
booking, | had not seen Frog 
for a few months but | still 
found him magical, so did the 
audience. My next visit was to 
see Becky Hobbs with Firewater 
on another three nighter, again 
it was well worth the trip. It was 
a refreshing change to sit and 
listen to Firewater 'cos they 
don't get up to this region too 
much. Becky Hobbs and her 
own American guitarist joined 


material, vocally and 
instrumentally very adept. If 
they stick together they are 
bound to be a force to be 
reckoned with ... Slightly 
disappointed with Johnny 
Carter at this same venue, even 
with 'H’ Cain and Tom Farnell 
in the band there still seemed 
something missing. Fans won't 
get the opportunity to judge for 
themselves because ‘H’, Tom 
and Bruce joined Bob McKinlay 
from 6th August. 


Kevin Duffy rates as a fine 
pedal steel player, however to 
me his band is boring. The 
same tempo, the same old tried 
and trusted material over and 
over again. Come on Kevin put 
a bit of zing into things you 
have the makings of a fine 
band. 


® Very impressed with 
Clevelands, Shakedown Band at 
Black Stetson, Albany Club, 
Stapleford. This was their first 
appearance in this area and 
they went down well with a 
near capacity audience. Jim 
Farrow/lead vocals/bass guitar, 
Steve Farrow/lead 
guitar/harmony vocals, Andy 


entertainments, which gives him 
the opportunity to bring 
country music to his part of the 
Thames Valley. My association 
with Brian goes back a long 
time so it became an evening of 
nostalgia for me, thanks Brian 
for a very pleasant evening. 


@ The name of Jim Hardy will 
mean little unless you have 
been a patient of the King 
Edward VII Hospital, Windsor. 
There they know him as the 
Chairman of the Hospital Radio, 
also as the presenter of two 
hours of Country music every 
Friday evening. Jim who's 
knowledgeable fan of country 
music can often be found doing 
his rounds of the clubs in the 
region and when possible 
recording live reports at the 
shows to add tnat little bit of 
extra atmosphere to his hospital 
broadcasts. Jim informs us that 
Windsor Hospital Radio first 
went on the air in 1977. The 
succeeding years have seen 
many changes, but they are 
now settled in a new studio in 


Firewater on stage to give a 
superb show of talent, this little 
lady used her gifts to weave a 


‘ musical spell over the gathered 


masses and in doing so won 
both their acclaim and hearts. 


One show that | was sad to 
miss at this venue was Miki and 
Griff with Jeannie & 
Steppinstone, my spies tell me 
that there were queues to get 
in. 


® High Lane CMC changed 
venues to Windlehurst Village 
Hall for the show that featured 
Clints Collection. | readily 
confess | enjoyed their brand of 
country music, this is another 
one of those country music 
bands that tailor the music to fit 
their style! 


@ | missed the Bredbury CMC 
grand presentation night 
through prior commitments but 
I'm told a cheque for £460 was 
presented to Pendlebury 
Childrens Hospital from the 
club profits. The Mick Conlin 
Band were I'm also told first 
class so it’s nice to know that 
all is well at “The Rat Pit” 


Keir/rhythm and lead guitar and 
John Freeman/drums did a 
wide range of material. Unusual 
touch was to find Jim and 
Steves old man doing service as 
‘Roady come Chauffuer’. 


@ A first visit to Cressy Fields 
CMC, Alfreton, Derbyshire 
(Thanks for a warm welcome 


for Wendy and |, to organisers 
John & June). Tony Andrews & 
Raincheck along with Ricki 
Sylva provided the 
entertainment. Sadly Tony 
seems intent on sticking to his 
memories from the past 
repertoire, he and Raincheck 
have a good sound but oh that 


the confines of the hospital. So 
being confined to hospital in 
Windsor does not mean missing 
out on ones favourite pleasure 
in music, good on ya Jim. 


@ The H-bar-C Promo’ van has 
been on the road again this 
month making visits to 
Crowthorne. Bracknell and 
Yateley..At Crowthorne 
Carnival, the “Southern 
Raiders” gained another second 
place with their western float. 
At Bracknell where the 
emphasis is on Auto's of all 
shapes and sizes, the interest in 
Country Music was very 
encouraging with a lot of 
enquiries regarding the location 
of venues promoting live 
Country Music in the area and 
farther afield. Information | did 
not have to hand but Venues, if 
you let me have the news and 
views, my interest in the 
furtherance of Country Music 
involves the whole of the 
Thames Valley not just my own 
domain. 


At Yateley Carnival interest 
again was very promising, at 
one point | nearly lost my 
Western shirt to a very 
engaging character who wanted 
to buy it. 


® Sue Shaw of Stretford CMC 
has invited me to present the 
club awards at their new venue, 
| look forward to that with 
pleasure. Word is about that 
Bredbury Botanical Club has 
re-opened after extensive 
refurbishment, now run as a 
limited company,|'m told 
Monday nights are to be 
country music nights. It must 
be all of a decade ago since 
their last country show ... 


My old haunt St. Thomas's 
Conservative Club is reviving its 
country music nights on a 
regular basis, I’m compering at 
their invitation, but the 
organising will be controlled by 
others. 


@ Had a good time working at 
two recent festivals, one at the 
Commodore International, 
Nottingham featured The 
Northern Guild of Songwriters, 
and the other for Stockport 
Council at Lyme Park, Disley. 
The entertainment on both 
festivals was of the highest 
order but worthy of mention on 
both occasions was 


material ... Nice to see Ricki 
Sylva fit and well after his 
stomach trouble, he is very 
popular in this area due | 
suspect to his involvement 
along with six others with Snow 
White. 

Seriously Ricki always 

gives one hundred percent and 
has a decent voice. 


@ Adeys Hardware Company 
were at their best for the Silver 
Wheel CMC, Pavilion, Station 
Rd. Long Eaton, reports from 
venues outside this area where 
this five piece have played 
suggest they are going to make 
it big. The Calgary Cowboy 
Gordie West was another visitor 
to this popular listening venue. 


e By the time you read this 
report, local lad Clive Dixon 
(Cosy) long time drummer with 
Barbary Coast and of late, The 
Black Spur Road Band will have 
winged his way to the States to 
take up a position with the 
Gerry Arhelger Band in 
Alabama. Lined up are separate 
tours as support band to Randy 
Travis, Steve Earle and Dwight 
Yoakam. The Black Spur outfit 
has it seems been further 
decimated by the departure of 
Chris, bass guitar and Mark on 
lead, but knowing “Robbo” it 
will not be long before he 
bounces back with a new line- 
up. 


Also as copy deadline drew | 
heard of the imminent 
retirement of that stalwart of 
Country music Vic Woodhouse 
of Hickory Lake on doctors 
orders. Vic has dedicated 
fifteen years to country music 
both as a performer and 
promoter, so the Industry will 
have reason to miss him and 
many will feel personal sadness 
as | do, look after yourself Vic. 


@ | note Wendel Adkins is 
advertised as being back in this 
country doing a short tour this 


Soundpower Concert Systems 
of Stoke-on-Trent. They did a 
brilliant job throughout, 
certainly made my job easier. 


@ It's put the kettle on and let's 
gossip time, oh heck no pun 
intended boss, honest. lain 


Ben Rees 


Byrnes has put together 
another formation of his band 
Nashville UDC it's a four piece 
and it's sounding good ... Big 
Ben Rees sounded good at a 


Fresh back from Canada and 
Calgary stampede where 
according to Gordie it rained 
and rained and rained (So 
what's new Gordie here it 
rained ... ) Back to the music ... 
to me Gordie seemed out of 
sorts on the night, still plenty of 
razz a matazz had his audience 
convinced. 


@ Finaly | remember summer 
this year, the Manassas 
American Civil War Society 
held a 4th July ‘Shindig’ in the 
grounds of Springwater 
Restaurant, Calverton, Notts. | 
remember it well, the sun 
actually shone brightly as did 
Yellow Rose Band, Hombre and 
Dave Jay, who played to a 
mixed crowd ... and one 
advanced note ... September 
6th there is a Charity Show on 
behalf of The Michael 
McGough Foundation at The 
Theatre Royal in Nottingham, 
where Lesley Crowther will be 
inviting “Out Of Hand” Country 
Band among other guests “To 
Come On Down”. Tickets are 
priced at £3.00 and will be 
available on the night. 


Thanks to all those people from 
outside the area who travelled 
to see ‘The Spectacular’ at The 
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month, look out for him in your 
area. More news and views next 
month, in the meantime don't 
forget to send me all 
information. 


recent TV take for Opportunity 
Knocks (to be shown in 
October) when country music 
fans can use that blower to 
prove that we are ready for the 
times to get better ... Canadian 
lady Kath Thompson is leaving 
her job as presenter of 
Piccadilly Radio’s “Country 
Cousins” to return home. Kath 
was a unique stylist who freely 
offered her own points of view 
on the programme but she had 
a great sense of musical 
awareness which | personally 
often witnessed at live gigs. Her 
efforts will be well remembered 
in the North West, thanks Kath 


.. Kenny Johnson & Northwind 
had a very busy “Bull Week” for 
their holiday break, six gigs in 
three days plus Kennys radio 
programme on BBC Radio 
Merseyside. For those outside 
the region “Bull Week” means 
earn as much as you can for 
your holiday spending money ... 


Talking of that I’ve been invited 
to judge the finals of Frontier 
Land/Red Rose Radio talent 
competition at Morecombe, 
perhaps I'll see you there. Hope 
so. 
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Commodore International. You 
made it all worthwhile. To all 
who urged us to have another 
next year - no promises as yet 
but keep Saturday SOth April '88 
open! 
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® From Glaxos “Go Country 
Club”, Barnard Castle Sylvia 
Johnson, infos following. 
Teesdale ist C.M. festival a sum 
of £800, was distributed to 
various local charities, also that 
Glaxos management have 
promised financial aid to stage 
next years and are to double 
whatever the “Country” section 
makes for charity on the day. 
Apparently several first time 
visitors to the festival now also 
turn up for Glaxos monthly 
show. 


®@ Three acts justified “The 
show of the month” billing at 
Marskes Zetland Hotel. Bob 
Allison's fine performance 
included a first time airing of 
his own composition “A Fools 
Reward” and Slim Wests night 
of ol’ time, traditional country 
nostalgia, appealed to Top 
House regulars. It was standing 
room only for the visit of Dave 
Foster to Top House, who's 
extensive range of material and 
varied programme is fast 
earning him a cult following in 
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@ The Golden Valley CMC a 
hot bed of country, at the Park 
Hall Ballroom, Wormelow, Nr 
Hereford brought a blast from 
the past in the shape of Billie 


@ A change of band at short 
notice to replace Hickory Lake 
at the border CMC, Berwick 
this month. Margaret Trotter 
reports that although the 
members enjoyed the music of 
Bobbie & Nashville Pride they 
weren't too impressed with the 
“light show or their 
appearence”! The Border CMC 
meets monthly on the Tuesday, 
if you are on holiday go early 
as it is always full house and 
you will be made most 
welcome. 


® Another friendly club is the 
Chuck Wagon CMC, which 
normally meets at the Fleece 
Inn, Alnwick but this month 
they moved to larger premises 
at the White Swan to present 
Stonecreek. Bill Dunn reports 
that it was one of the best 
evenings of entertainments to 
be held in Alnwick with 
Stonecreek giving a superb 
performance. Their own brand 
of humour and brilliant music 
had the near capacity crowd 
shouting for more and it was 
well after midnight before the 
show ended. The committee of 
the Chuck Wagon CMC would 
like to thank members from the 
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Cleveland. It’s no wonder artists 
excel themselves in this venue, 
they set perfect order 
throughout. A great credit to 
everyone concerned. 


® Continuing the good news, 
country returns to The Lazenby 
Social Club on the last Friday 
of each month. Look out for 
Nebraska this month, an act | 
enjoyed at Glaxo in June. it's 
one of the regions rare listening 
venues but we need more if we 
are to halt the slide to 
mediocrity that will occur, as 
the number of quality acts now 
refusing to play our generally 
very noisy, unappreciative clubs 
increases! 


@ The ever lovely Jennifer 
Robson reports on Crooks, 
Farrahs Arms and Bowburn's 
Lazy C.C.W.C where (new) 
Rogue Band member Stella 
Fairhead gave a cracking 
rendition of Lacy J's “Hard 
Times” and Billy Finnegan's 
Stagecoach proved equally 
popular, as did the pleasent 
sounds of Lodi. 


Finnigan ‘Stagecoach’. A lively 
up-tempo outfit, and a medley 
which involved all the group 
singing at separate times was a 
rare inovation greatly enjoyed. 
Country Wine, supporting, will 
always have a place in my 
heart, while they continue with 
material such as “Promised 
Land” | noted a number of 
songs were performed by one 
band, then repeated by the 
other, but | confess it didn't 
seem to bother anyone!? 


®@ Pinkerton’s Colours endured 
the hottest place in the country 
on the night they appeared at 
the O.K CMC, held every 
Sunday at the Malpas Unionist 
Club, Newport, with a recorded 
86 degrees, no wonder they 
were “Heading West” Always a 
good class performance from 
Tony, Phil, Mike and Peter. Pick 
of the night was “Loving Her 
Was Easier’. Next on the 
Sunday run came Truckstop, a 
four piece of note. Jim 
Bowden's “The Heart” came 
over with feeling. Jim Baker, 
Roger on drums (Chief Banging 
Bull) and lead vocalist Freddy 
O'Born made up this excellent 


Border CMC who supported the 
show. Next “Big” show for the 
Chuck Wagon CMC is October 
1st with the Cotton Mill Boys. 


@ Members of the Chuck 
Wagon CMC regularly support 
the country nights held at the 
Northern Club, Ashington every 
Friday. Recent visitors West 
Virginia now in their eleventh 
year of country music and not 
looking any older (Keith: paid 
me to say that!) gave a fine 
evenings entertainment also at 
the Gunfighters CMC, 
Gateshead when they played to 
a full house. 


@ There's a new name on the 
North-East circuit, ‘Prediction’, 
but certainly not new faces 
(and | mean that in the nicest 
possible way). Prediction are a 
trio, made up of Nadine (ex 
Nadine & Cross Country) and 
Paul Stephenson and Dave 
Wilson (both ex Diablo 
members) who have a very 
enjoyable mix of material. 


®@ Dave Wilson's solo spot took 
me back to happy memories of 
sitting enjoying a meal at the 


Celebrating it’s 10th anniversary 
this month the Lazy ‘C’ features 
Mark Moseley, Liverpools bundle 
of energy Marie Lester and Ben 
Rees and his band. 


@ Apparently Krystal Klears 
personality was not enough to 
satisfy the Farrahs Arms 
patrons, her P.A. system letting 
her down. Also covering the old 
standards, Andy Brown ex 
H.P.D. incorporated full use of 
instrumental and vocal backing 
tapes in his show. The strong 
vocals of diminutive Ricky Sylva 
pleased the majority, although 
but were not J.Js cup of tea!? 


® Keith Manifold’s cultured 
voice and relaxed attitude 
seemed ideally suited to the 
surroundings of Loftus Cricket 
Club but for some he included 
too many slow, sad 
numbers.....Redcars Royal Navy 
Club have a wider variety of 
artistes since changing booking 
agents, Dave Foster and Terry 
West were both recent 
visitors......Kirklevingtons 


Pinkerton's Colours 


group. Country Friends went 
through a whole bunch of run 
of the mill numbers at the 
following show, at the O.K, with 
Bill Smith (ex Denver Spur) 
being mostly drowned in 
volume, on steel and dobro. 
Pity. Their evening was rescued 
in part, by “Trigger by the tail”, 
“Stripes” and “Sunday morning 
coming down”. | listened to two 
good sessions from last minute 


Rancho del Rio. lreshopeburn 
in the company of Ken and Iris 
Rowney The big show at the 
Gunfighters CMC this month is 
Lore & the Legends. 


@ The True Grit CMC, Whitley 
Bay continues to promote on 
Thursday nights at the Berkeley 
Tavern. Recent vistors have 
included Billy Finnegan & 
Stagecoach and popular solo 
artist Andy Brown who proved 
a huge success.... Watch out for 
Andy's ex-band “High Plains 
Drifter going back on the road 
in the next few weeks as “Pale 
Rider’ with a new front man. | 
wonder if he'll wear a poncho 
and smoke a cheroot and the 
band might ask for a few 
dollars more! Finally | would 
like to thank all the people up 
and down the country who have 
taken the trouble to phone me 
for lists of country music 
venues in this area when they 
are coming on holiday. It's nice 
to hear from you all and it just 
goes to show that somebody 
out there reads this column, 
even if they live in Kent. 


@ Highlight of the country 
music year, even 


Country Club customers were 
treated to a mesmeric 
performance from authentic 
American cajun band Le Rue, 
according to lan Edwards. This 
months activity at the Kirk 
comes from Oregon based 
Bluegrass outfit The Sawmill 
Tooth Band.....North Yorkshires 
beautiful picturesque fishing 
village of Staithes (Steers to 
locals) is the setting for a new 
monthly Wednesday venue. 
“Kellys Heroes” were given an 
enthusiastic reception by an 
audience of over 200 at the 
W.M.C. 


@ Top class entertainment at 
Guisboro. Quoits Club came 
from Bob Newman and Carol 
Gordon, (how well they 
compliment each other) and 
from the Boothill boys, 
excellent material and vocal 
harmony. Brady played support 
to Liverpools West Virginia, 
who did not disappoint. No 
more did Liverpools other well 
respected country outfit Kenny 
Johnson and North Wind at 
Middlesbro’s Dormans Athletic 
Club. 


® From Durham, Tom and 
Betty Emery report increasing 
attendances at the Lanchester 
“Outlaw” C.M.C. Carolina too 
gave an impressive first 


substitutes Kelvin Henderson 
Trio at the O.K, before dashing 
off to newly formed Maes y 
Rhiw, Cwmbran venue, for an 
initiation, and entertainment 
from “Felicitations” 


@ Not having seen Andy Morris 
(Craven Arms) for many moons, 
| invited him down to the Silver 
Dollar CMC at the Plough, 
Aberaman, where he put on an 


overshadowing the jamboree, 
must be the visit this month to 
Bents Park, South Shields of 


“The Man in Black”, Johnny 
Cash with June Carter and the 
Carter Family, the Johnny Cash 
Show Band, with Raymond 
Froggatt in support...with ticket 
prices at only £7.50 one hopes 
that the regions country music 
fans will turn out in their 
thousands to support this show. 


@ The seventh ALMA country 
music jamboree held recently at 


showing for a full house, and 
that John C.King wove his Irish 
magic over an appreciative 
audience at Barnard Castles 
D.L.I. Club. His superb voice 
and genteel manner won him a 
host of new admirers. 


@ A brief summary of 
Hartlepool happenings from 
Jimmy Burns who states that 
Arizona are starting to get their 
act together at the W.M.C. 
Rainbow Country included new 
numbers, but he thinks they still 
lack enthusiasm; On the other 
hand Cross Country impressed 
him with their music for all 
tastes. Jim also reckons Leeds 
Blacktop and Maggie McGhee's 
Lincoln Country recipe were 
“unimpressive” at the Lona 
Club, his visit to Hartlepools 
Supporters Club proved 
worthwhile as The Shack Band 
“were in outstanding form”. 
Apparently Dillinger too gave a 
“faultless display that pleased 
everyone”. Although Key West 
produced some good music for 
Camerons Club, due to lack of 
support the club will plan to 
book just solo and duo acts and 
switch to Thursday nights. 


@ Despite problems travelling 
around, it’s been another hectic 
month in the region, with too 
much happening for too little 
space. 


electric performance, and 
pleased everyone with his Slim 
Whitman treatments, Johnny 
Cash numbers and a 
memorable medley. A top class 
performance from a likely lad, 
only 24, but some years in the 
business. 


@ “57 Chevrolet” blasted loud 
and clear at the Ynysybwl CMC 
at the Rugby Club, when full of 
fun Carol Silver showed, good 
form with husband Bob and 
Andy Templeton. Maybe a bit 
heavy on the volume, but a free 
nosh up, and a couple of ladies 
in their throw back undies, 
made a fantastic night, 
especially as | was dragged off 
by one for a prance around. 
Another show in Sept at this 
club, TBA at time of writing. 


@ | made a trip to Swansea 
CMC at The Pines Country 
Club, Treboeth, Swansea, to 
see Brian Chalker. Mouth 
organ, Jews harp, guitar etc ... 
it was all still there. Plus Felicity 
Haze, | enjoyed the show ... 
Frisco are residents here they 
completed the night with 
“Caroline”, “I've got the knack” 
and other classics. Tasty food 


Gypsies Green Stadium, South 
Shields was the most 
successful according to 
organiser, John Grover. A 
downpour on the Friday night 
hampered preparations 
somewhat but did not dampen 
the spirits of the people 
camping in the stadium and 
fortunately the weather was 
kinder on the Saturday and 
Sunday. | was unable to attend 
all the shows but the regions 
former CMRU correspondent, 
lan Whitelaw’s report appears 
elsewhere in this publication. 


Like all the festivals up and 
down the country throughout 
the year the jamboree affords 
the opportunity to renew old 
acquaintances and make new 
friends. So it's a pity to end on 
a sour note but the only report 
to appear in the local press 
following the weekend was one 
which once again ‘Knocked’ the 
cowboy element. | don't wish to 
get too involved in this but | 
would like to say that if it 
wasn't for the cowboys, Indians, 
Civil War enthusiasts 
“Oddballs” etc. there wouldn't 
be many live country venues in 
this area and they wouldn't be 


Cleveland 
Duran 


by: Keith 
Render 


21 Scanbeck Drive 
Marske-by-Sea Redcar 


rity 0642 476509 


I'm off for a relaxing 

week with Tony Best and 
friends at Scarboro’s Walliss 
Centre this month, hope | see 
you there, mines a pint... 


available, a nice venue, and 
things going well. 


@ Le Rue,a Cajun band from 
California took the Chapter Arts 
Centre (Cardiff), by storm. 
Fantastic fiddling on the 
walking stick fiddle in the first 
half, full fiddle second half, 
crazy jigs, and even a touch for 
the Irish “Star of the Co. 
Down”. Guitars, Banjo, 
Accordian, (touches of the Tex 
Mex, it was a sizzling night of 
Cajun Rock, that might possibly 
have cleared your average 
South Wales Country Music 
Club audience in 5 minutes, but 
the arty youngsters went wild, 
in a stand up or sit down 
environment. If you get chance 
to see them, don’t miss it. 
“Come, see” was my pick of the 
evening. 


® The Indians are getting 
restless so I'd better move 
along, leaving you with my star 
spot of the month, Andy Morris 
for his “Trilogy” at the Silver 
Dollar CMC at Aberamen. Last 
month's missing through lack of 
space, was Jerry Arhelger's 
“Twenty years ago” from the 
Bridgend Recreation Centre. 


by: George Mills 


Se] 15 Coatsworth Court, 


Gateshead Tyne & Wear, 


rccy 091 4781885 


looking forward to an eighth 
jamboree. Comments are 
invited on this subject, perhaps 
to John Grover, his committee 
of volunteers. 
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ry 0603 404623 


®@ Radio Broadland’s summer 
season kicked off in great style 
at the Wintergardens Gt. 
Yarmouth with Dan Branch and 
Hot Iron Express, a superb set 
of bluegrass, western swing, 
cajun and country. Dan is 


Canadian, married to an 
English lady and now resident 
in Norwich. Congratulations, 
Dan, on the recent new addition 
to your family! The Hillsiders’ 
performance hardly ever varies, 
the sound and harmonies are as 
good as always, but the 
material they choose to play on 
their gigs in our area leaves a 
lot to be desired. The only 
modern number on this 
occasion was Steve Earle’s 
“Hillbilly Highway”. My 
highlight was their popular and 
self-penned “Across the 
Mountain”, now recorded by 
lona and Andy on an album 
produced by the Hiliies’ Joe 
Butler. An extremely busy man, 
Joe works now as anA &R 
Executive, and also has his own 
radio show on Liverpool’s Radio 
City. 


® A couple of weeks later the 
event was better attended and 
Buffalo included some superb 
material to start the evening off. 
The extremely well lit 
conditions caused by the 
summer light through the 
venue's glass roof mean that 
nobody dances early on, 
therefore the first band of each 
evening usually finds itself 
playing in concert style, as 
nobody is likely to dance, and 


the band can therefore be a 
little more adventurous in their 
choice of songs. Nice to hear 
numbers not too frequently 
heard, like Ray Stevens “Misty”, 
Gail Davies “Unwed Fathers” 
and George Jones’ “Tender 
Years” ... The Kevin Duffy Band 
sounded and looked superb, 
but unfortunately most of their 
material was dated, my pick of 
their sets was therefore George 
Strait’s “Deep Water”. 


@ A packed house for the 
Kelvin Henderson Band - (this 
man was superb) but he was 
probably a little over the heads 
of most people there, mainly 
holidaymakers. “The Voice” 
thrilled me and many others 
there with numbers such as 
“Diane”, “Catfish John”, “That's 
the Way it Was in '51”, “Ashes 
of Love”, “Rednecks, White 
Socks and Blue Ribbon Beer”, 
Gallagher & Lyle’'s “Stay 
Young”, “Some Days are 
Diamonds”, and, my highlight 
“Paradise” - a number | had 
never heard before. His backing 
band merged completely into 
the background - but then so 
does anything when confronted 
with that Voice. Although | 
personally love to dance to 
Kelvin (one of the bands that 
does maintain a ‘western dance’ 
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rhythm), | feel he is so good he 
is better suited to a concert 
situation - he is certainly not 
your average ‘club band’. 


Armadillo Express (a hard 
working little outfit that play 
good traditional lively western 
dance music), Clem Country 
(completely out of context at an 
event such as this - a stronger 
band here would have largely 
enhanced the whole event 
musically), Pinewood County 
(always excellent, progressive 
and very popular with dancers), 
and the Budgie Coleman Band. 
Budgie, a veteran of 27 years in 
country music can always be 
relied on to provide some good 
entertainment. The Texas 
Rodeo Bull was in great use 
practically all day, there was a 
square dance demonstration. — 
Frank Greco filled in all the 
breaks. | would like to see more 
support of the event by our 
local people next year. The 
“friendship” dance is organised 
every year by the Top Three 
Fellowship and is the major 
fund raiser in the work they do 


for Anglo-American charities all 
year round. 


@ By the time you read this, 
Hickory Lake will almost 
certainly have given their last 
appearance on the British 
Award Winners night at the 
Peterborough Country Music 
Festival. | am sure coverage on 
their break up will be given 
elsewhere, but | would like to 
take this opportunity to give my 
personal best wishes to Vic 
Woodhouse for whatever the 
future holds in store. | have 
‘watched’ Hickory Lake for 
some months now, and have 
every admiration for their 
musicianship, reliability, sheer 
professionalism - and Vic's 
courage. The East Anglian 
scene will feel the loss of this 
great band. 


@ The modern country band 
based out of Bedford, Perfect 
Strangers, have announced a 
new line up - Geoff Roomes on 
lead guitar and vocals; Stuart © 
Ostler on lead vocals and 


@ The Festival season is now 
drawing to a close and you will 
all have no doubt been to one 
or more this year, and there 
seemed to be more than ever, 
hopefully a good sign for the 
British Scene. The Truck and 
4x4 show at Detling this year 
had a stronger Country music 
flavour with 5 bands performing 
over the two days. The 
Saturday show included music 
by the much underated 
“Harmony Country Band” who 
are based in the Kent area. 
They are not known to 
audiences outside Kent with a 
few exceptions but | firmly 
believe that their easy on the 
ear style would be very popular 
anywhere in the South East. As 
their name suggests their 
strong point is Harmony. 


They were followed by, what | 
feel, is potentially one of the 
most commercial bands 
currently on the scene, British 
“Stu Page and Remuda” ... 
Seem to be doing everything 
right. They have an excellent 
single, featuring original 
material, Stu has both a great 
voice and a band with a tight 


$85 Shelley Road 
Wellingborough Northants 
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®@ Over the past few months 
the local Duo of Eddie Dawson 
& Liz Woulfe, have been in 
great demand as they perform 


Ce 
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sound together they feature a 
variety of different instruments 
including Fiddle but so far the 
“Big Break” eludes them. | am 
sure that it will come in time, 
anyway the band did a nice set 
before zooming down to 
Folkestone to appear at the 
Lees CLiff Hall as part of the 
Golden Eagle C.M.C dance 
Festival. The Sunday Detling 
show featured Rod Secluna 
band, Jeannie Sinclair Band, 
and Rio. All were well received. 
Rod Secluna even provided 
some watery special effects to 
one of his songs. 


The venue was not one of the 
easiest to play with a passing 
and ever changing audience but 
all the acts played well, with a 
very professional attitude. It 
was nice to see a couple of 
local club organizers attending 
no doubt to arrange bookings 
for their own clubs. Mick Lanes 
from the Edenbridge C.M.C. 
and Vern Henty from the Sutton 
Valance C.M.C., both clubs are 
very successful and well known 
in this area. 


all types of music, as can be 
heard on their new cassette, 
called “Great Country Hits”. 


(Included are cover versions of 
Together Again, Rocky Top, 
The Old Rugged Cross). The 
collection was recorded at the 
progressive Sound Studios in 
Northampton. This busy duo 
already have bookings up to 
New Year 89, can be seen 
locally this month at the Pony 


—— Steve Earle 


“Hickory Lake to Disband” 


The shock news reached me 
that Hickory Lake disband 
following Peterborough Festival 
with a farewell club gig on 
Monday the 7th of this month 


Express CMC in Stevenage and 


the Irish club in Wellingborough. 


@ Hard on the heels of 
Peterborough comes news of 
yet another C/Music Festival, 
not as grand as this one is in 
the small Northampton village 
of Woodford, the brainchild of 
Mac Clipston who can be found 
on Thrapston 2277. The event 
takes place on the 12th-1Sth 
September when everybody will 


appropriately at the Mustang 
C.M.C. at Canvey Island, Essex. 
Band leader Vic Woodhouse's 
health has sadly been 
deteriorating of late, doctors 
have advised he has a long 
complete rest and treatment, 
then hopefully he will fully 
recover and may be able to get 


no doubt be indulging in 
Western gear as there's a 
parade of clubs at Midday Sat. 
through the town, all the 
normal stalls and competitions 
have been laid on, with plenty 
of space for campers and 
caravans. All proceeds go 
towards the Sports and Playing 
Fields upkeep. The Smith & 
Wesson Outfit will be on hand 
with guest providing the music. 


® Steve Earle paid 
Northampton’s Five Bells Public 
House a visit at the start of his 
recent short European tour, 
only around 200 fans turned up, 
probably due to lack of 
advertising and short notice but 
he was in fine voice. 


@ My thanks to Eddie Birkens 
of Bedford for informing me of 
the “M-Bar-M"” CMC which 
meets on the last Saturday of 
each month with well known 
acts booked up to the end of 
the year. This month sees 
Johnny Carter, Hurricane 
Ridge, they meet at the Marston 
Club in Station Road. 


a band back together!! Hastily 
re-arranged bookings have 
been organized at clubs locally 
several well known acts and 
singers have offered to appear 
alongside Hickory Lake on that 
final show. This looks like being 
a fantastic evening. The boys in 
the band have been going out 
with “Lyndsay” fronting them 
lately, and it seems this could 
continue? Meanwhile | am sure 
everyone wishes Vic a speedy 
recovery. 


It was nice to see that Britain 
can win the “Euro Country 
Music Maters”, and we won, in 
the year, which | think was the 
best yet. | was recently talking 
to the organizer of the event 
and he tells me that the viewing 
figures in Holland alone were 
excellent over double last years. 
| have seen a video of the show 
put out on Dutch Television 
(TROS) and it's a very high 
standard ... an excellent advert 
for European Country Music 
Artists what a shame that only a 
few people in this country will 
get to see the show courtesy of 
“Sky Channel”. Not so 


rhythm; Carl Simon on bass 
and Wayne Breed on drums. 
@ A new venue is the Cotton 
Mill Bar CMC at the Community 
Centre, Mildenhall! - named 
after the Cotton Mill Boys who 
appeared there a few months 
ago and make another 
appearance for this club on 
December 4th at Barton Mills 
Village Hall. They have Freddie 
Jameson & Convoy on the 11th 
September. 


STOP PRESS: Showbiz 
Promoter Tour Manager, 
Malcolm Cook, who's based in 
Dereham, has been on the 
move as Road Manager for Kris 
Kristofferson’s European tour, 
is soon to be managing the 
popular local singer, Lena 
McCarthy. 


A special “Randy Travis Tribute 
Night” is planned for my own 
Western Dance Club at the 
Canary on the Hearsease Estate 
on Sunday 27th September. 
The Club meets every Sunday 
from 7.30 to 10.30. 
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elsewhere in Europe as a 
further 14 nations have taken 
up the show. 
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® Pride of place, this month’s 
report, goes to Bill and 
Margaret Steele whose latest 
venture in aid of Cancer 


'—— lona and Andy 


Research was held at Carlisle 
United Supporters Club, 


featured one of Britain’s longest 


established country artists, 
Tony Goodacre, support was 
excellent and the charity was 


£400 the richer at the end. Well 
done all concerned. 

® Clifton B.L. continued their 
regular get togethers with a 
performance from Joe Piper 
and Country Courage. A new 
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name to me, they were late, due 
to vehicle breakdown but from 
all accounts went on to give a 
very good show indeed. 


This venue had a full house for 
the visit of lona and Andy with 
Sarah Jory and George Foster 
(drums), who came, saw and 
most emphatically conquered. 
“The best show we've seen for 
ages”, was a comment which 
sums up the reaction from most 
present. 


@ Down at Lazonby, good 
reports followed the visit of 
“Crazy Daisy” and “West 
Coast”, while John Lamont, a 
master of understatement, 
described Hickory Lake's show 
at the Pirelli Club as “very 
satisfactory”. This show was 
well supported by visitors from 
most of the local C.M. Clubs ... 
Not as well attended as usual, 
have been Gretna’s last two 
shows, (many members were 
on holiday) but this club, 
maintains a consistently high 
standard, and Spill The Beans 


certainly delivered the goods ... 
The Les Close Country Band 
appeared again, went down well 


with the audience. Les says he 
has never been mentioned in 
CMRU; well, he has now! 


(Eds Comment, perhaps he never 
reads it, Larry! We have even 
seen his picture on occasions). 


® Workington B.L. did nothing 
to lower local standards either. 
Their first show of the month 
featured the “Dixie Fried” man 
Bob McKinlay, followed later in 
the month by the Kid Wayne 
Country Music Band. Some felt 
that Kid included too many 
Irish numbers. However, this 
was a minority view and most 
seem to have enjoyed his show. 


@ Finally on venue news, the 
Cumbrian Hotel in Carlisle have 
suffered such poor attendances 
during the holiday period so 
have called off their C.M. 
evenings until later in the year. 


@ Hereford promoter Bill Evans 
chalked up another first class 
club night this month with the 
Swansea based band ‘Border 
Line’ with support from 
Gloucesters John Porter. John 
did two solo sets offering a 
wide range of material earning 
a good reception from the 
crowd. 


@ Border Line’, three of which 
are former members of Phoenix 
who split about a year ago, 
were making their first visit to 
this club . As they don't leave 
their home town very often 
which seems a great pity to me 
as musically & vocally they 
Produce a modern country 
sound that went down really 
well. 


@ | caught up with another 
band making a rare visit into 
this region recently, Armadillo 
who come from Manchester. 
This five piece outfit who 
featured young Melvin Duffy on 
steel - lead guitar were doing 
the honours at a barn dance - 
great job they made of it to. 
With support from local 
favourite Mark Brown, both acts 
sent the large crowd home 


happy. 
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After getting rather confused 
with the various anniversary 
celebrations of Harrogate CMC, 
| decided to pick the brains of 
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@ Alan Williams from 
Shrewsbury and Bridgewaters 
Steve Knight have both given 
good accounts of themselves 
on visits to Bucknells Turkey 
Hall this month. Another act 
that provides some good 
entertainment at this venue is 
Mike Francis with his ‘Nashville 
Sounds’ Country Disco. A real 
gentleman, Mike adds a touch 
of extra class to any show he's 
on. 


@ Wigmores ‘Wild West CMC’ 
moved its venue to Kingsland 
near Leominster Village Hall for 
its Independance Day Special 
which featured Mississippi, plus 
Wrexham based Eddie Windsor: 
Both acts performed well for a 
packed house and it turned out 
to be a very good night 


@ A recent American visitor, 
Timmy Lawton gave 
Shrewsbury's Lazy Acre CMC 
an enjoyable night. He was 
backed by the hot beaver band 
which featured the former J.D 
band leader Stewart Barnes on 
lead guitar. The Dave Bryan 
Trio then Tony Goodacre with 
Sarah Jory gave the Lazy Acre 
fans good club nights. 


founder member and secretary 
Alan Potter to set the score 
straight once and for all. The 
inaugural meeting, of taped 
music was held at the 
Harrogate Football Club in April 
1976. The first live show was 
presented at Oatlands WMC 
and featured John Lydon and 
the Original Country Tones. 
During the years at Oatlands 
the club also ran shows at both 
High Harrogate WMC and the 
Railway Club at Starbeck. A 
highlight of the club’s Oatlands 
days was a visit by Mary 
Reeves, widow of Jim Reeves 
and Bud Logan of Shannon 
Records. Affected by declining 
support and committee changes 
at Oatlands the club suspended 
its activities for two years until 
establishing itself once again at 
the Harrogate Football Club on 
Wetherby Road. The opening 
act in September 1984 were the 
then very promising duo of Stu 
Page and T.C. who have since 
achieved national acclaim as 
Stu Page & Remuda. Alan, 
always helped and supported 
by wife Betty has dutifully kept 
a record of all booked acts 
making a fascinating catalogue 
of people who have delighted 
and entertained in the 


Armadillo 


®@ Leominster based ‘Texan 
Country Band’ are currently 
very busy, mostly with local 
gigs, but they did make a return 
visit to the ‘Ledbury’ based 
CMC ‘The Boars Nes?’ at the 
request of the fans there! 


@ At the present time | am 
busy trying to find some dates 
for David.H.Lee who set off on 


Harrogate area over the past 
years. July saw ex-Country 
Fever and Vegas member Stu 
Peters present a mixed bag of 
goodies as a solo performer. 
Scarborough duo, Sidekick, 
along with Miss Sandy Rose are 
booked for this months 
anniversary evening. 


The Harrogate Dial-A-Ride 
charity event at the Harrogate 
Leisure Centre was well 
supported and raised nearly 
£300. It was also Dave 
Rowinski’s last booked event 
before his return to the U.S.A. 
and as such the last get 
together of the ‘firm’, 
comprising Nick Strutt, Arthur 
Layfield, lan Fairburn, Dick Dial 
and Roger Knowles. Dave's 
enthusiasm for the cause was 
such that a sponsored beard 
shave off quickly became 
reality, swelling the coffers even 
further. It is hoped that the 
Leisure Centre will become a 
regular country venue following 
the demise of the Prospect. 


@ A tasteful night at the 
Stables, Knaresborough was 
presented by Ron Blyth and 
bassman Terry. Material from 
the likes of Haggard, Sonny 


a marathon series of concerts 
for ‘The British Heart 
Foundation’. The middle of this 
month will find him in our part 
of the world about two thirds of 
the way through his tour. 


@ Now firmly settled back into 
their original venue at the 
Farmers Arms on Kempsey 
Common, Worcesters End of 
the Trail CMC have lately been 


Curtis and Johnny Lee made 
for a broad spectrum which 
held audience attention and 
interest. Neat picking from Ron 
and solid bass from Terry made 
for a well presented show. For 
relaxation Ron slopes off to 
play odd dates with a rock and 
roll band in the Sheffield area 
which in turn gives his uptempo 
country numbers just that bit of 
extra bite. Further listening can 
be had via his recent cassette 
featuring Pete Haywood on 
steel and containing an 
interesting selection of material 
and eminently listenable. 


@ The Pickering CMC is set for 
a relaunch on Tuesday 6th 
October at the recreation Club, 
Mill Lane, Pickering. Karen 
Pitney is at the helm of the 
team who have booked as their 
Opening act the very popular 
West Virginia. 


® The Doncaster area must 
now hold the record for the 
number of country venues. One 
week in July, 18 venues within 
a ten mile radius of the city 
centre were advertising country, 
this excluding any WMC that 
happened to have a country act 
booked. 


playing host to a good variety 
of acts including Scotiands 
Jolene & Barry, - Manson Grant 
& the Dynamoes.-also Londons 
Spellbound - and The Whiskey 
River Band. The shows were all 
well attended as was the night 
Country Company & Terry 
Carrol appeared. 


That's it. A little more news from 


@ A fund raising event for the 
Royal Institute for the Blind is 
being held on 28th October at 
the Edlington British Legion. 
No details of acts booked but 
organiser Alice Woffendon of 
Balby will supply further details. 


® “Clints Collection”, had no 
problems with their French 
when they visited Doncaster’s 
twin town of Avion. Ensuring 
language difficulties were kept 
to a minimum on this working 
trip was their former drummer 
Eric Brown who over the years 
has made friends with the Petit 
family in Lens and in fact 
organised the trip for the band. 
“Collection” played to an 
audience of over 60,000 at the 
football stadium in Lens along 
with several French performers, 
and according to Ray, was 
quite an experience. 


® Eric Brown also runs the 
well supported Sprotborough 
Parish Club every Thursday. A 
recent birthday night saw 
“Stone Creek” who, their fans 
complain are not seen often 
enough in S. Yorkshire. Also on 
the bill were local duo, “Fools 
Gold”. 


Sarah Jory 


@in closing, we welcome back 
Pam Bayne on BBC Cumbria, 
following her recent break from 
the country programme. Her 
dulcet tones have been greatly 
missed (it says here!) 


Border 


Counties 


by: Sheila 
Kenny 


De] ‘Sansheleam’ 
Lingen Bucknell 
eo 0544 267736 


any of this regions clubs would 
be most welcome! 


OOOO 


@ Noted as a listening venue is 
the Lakeside View Hotel at 
Hatfield Woodhouse, Sth. 
Yorks. and under the new 
ownership of Robin and Wendy 
Muir. The country night, 
running Friday and is organised 
by Jim and his wife who 
previously ran the Retford 
CMC. 


® News from Dave Bryan that 
the Drum at Bentley, Doncaster 
is having some real fun nights. 
Pat & Roger Johns along with 
Dave and Eric Brown are 
resident but it's first come first 
served for the guest spots. 
Recent weeks have seen 
amongst others, Mick Conlin, 
Jack Parkes and Denis Collier 
... My thanks to Ken Hawksley 
for the S. Yorkshire news. 


@ Finally, a request from Peter 
Kane apparently there is a fault 
on ‘The Minstral’ Cassette ... 

will those who have purchased 
a copy return to Pete at 26 
Grange Close, Askern, 
Doncaster DN6 OEK and he will 
replace, and refund postage. 


COOo}© 
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Over the last few months the 
Bung Inn, Lulsgate has played 
host to several quality visiting 
American acts and Nashville's 
Becky Hobbs maintained that 
standard. Backed by the Essex 
band Firewater, who did a 
workman like opening set, the 
band was augmented by 
Nashville picker Don London 
for Becky's part of the show. 
Miss Hobbs plays a mean piano 
and sings some delightful 
songs which cover the whole 
spectrum of country music as 
we know it, most of her songs 
had been self written a great 
number of them having had 
chart success for Americas 
major artistes (Conway Twitty 
is at present high in the charts 
with her latest offering). 


@ |sa Mclsaac’s regular letter 
reads thus from the Continental 
Divide C.M.C. Plymouth, “We 
had a great time with Al Cody & 
awards for 1986/87, Best 
Touring Band - Campbells 
Country, Best West Country 
Band - Medicine Bow, Best 


Midlands 
by: Jim 


Duncan 


148 Warrens Way 
Telford Woodside 


vis 0952 583672 


@ Sadness came on a Sunday 
at the Stag C.M.C. in Cannock, 
as a country scribe | often go to 


@ Advanced deadlines caught 
me on the hop last month, and 
-together with other 
circumstances caused me to 
miss the August issue of 
CMRU. Still, it's nice to know 
that someone has noticed ... 
Fortunately, last month was 
something of a lull before the 
storm as the area prepares for 
the annual influx of 
holidaymakers. 


@ A highlight for me recently 
was the regional debut of 
Charlie Landsborough who 
made his first appearance at the 
Prince Llewelyn Hotel, 
Aberffraw, before a very 
appreciative audience. When 
you consider that Charlie 
appeared on a “neutral” 
Saturday evening when the 
Prince is usually awash with 
regulars who let the 
entertainment “take care of 
itself”, in just a short while 
people actually sat and listened 
appreciatively, it should 
demonstrate the impact that 
Charlie made ... and when the 
neutral audience learned of 
Charlie's song-writing talents 
he was asked for two renditions 
of his self-penned ‘I Will Love 
You All My Life’ 


THE REGIONS 


Shaun Michael 


Clovis plus Shaun Michael, 
both very good entertaining 
artistes”. They also had their 
Solo/Duo - Jim Ryder, all acts 
will return next year to receive 
their Trophy. 


® Barrie from Swindon’s Silver 
Spur C.M.C. writes, “We had 
our first visit from the Kevin 
Duffy Band who were very 
smart, played great music and 
I'd give them ten out of ten for 
a good night!” Their next night 
brought Dave Lord & Country 
Gold who have had a change of 
line-up ... “but still gave us a 
very good night of music” ... 
Sunset Boulevard paid a return 
visit, now a seven piece band. 
“They were just great, 15 out of 
10 for a night which will be 
hard to beat” ... P.C. Webbs 


Scanner Appeal raised £1092.50# 


and we are asked to thank 
everybody for their support! 


@ it was nice to hear from 
Simon Preece who informs me 
about the Double H C.M.C. at 
the Lord Haldon Hotel, 
Dunchideock, Ide, Nr Exeter, 
“Since the Double H has moved 
into its new room at the Lord 
Haldon Hotel, it is nice to 

and the show that featured 
Tony Best and Second 
Generation. Both acts picking 


up awards given by members of 
the Club. All readers of Country 
Music Round Up who may be 
on holiday in the West Country 
in the coming month can be 
sure of a warm welcome if they 
care to visit Double H which 
meets every Wednesday night.” 


Jim Ryder 


bed 


ry 0272 671067 


vow 
Calling 


by: Jim 
Silverthorn 


11 Fry's Hill Kingswood 
Bristol BS15 4QJ 


report full house. Notable 
shows of the past month were 
Exeter based band Stringband, 


Well that's all the Avon News 

I've received this month so till 
next time keep your news and 
views coming! 


watch bands debut shows, the 
songs that are not just right, the 
instrumental breaks that do not 
come off and the hype on 
where the band is going. 
Sunday at the Stag was 
different it was to watch the 
demise of a band after five 
years on the road, a band that 
had just achieved the potential 
of being one of the top UK 
outfits. Johnny Carter parted 
company with Hurricane Ridge 
and the name went into the 
history book. The boys in the 
band H. Cain and Tom Farnell, 
ex Froggatt sidesmen along 
with Bruce the bass, a founder 
member of Hurricane join Bob 
McKinlay as a ready made 
show band. Carter is 
considering a new band and a 
new format. 


The last show was good, old 
standards including Donald 
Duck sings country newer 
numbers from Earle, Yoakam 
and Travis song catalogues 
(stone to alternative). Each 
member took solo’s, to hear H. 
Cain getting a pure dobro 
sound behind a Hank Senior 


Charlie Landsborough 


number was one of the many 
highlights of this sad Sunday. 


® Quick short story further to 
this column's recount of Noel 
Dillan being charged at the End 
of the Trail. When Tom Healy 
and the Antelopes from Cork 
appeared at the Stags venue, 
St. Mary's Centre adjoining the 
church they charged the priest!! 


@ | went to the Brewer and 
Baker Tipton to join the Circle 
‘W's evening with the Ramrods. 
Trevor Thomas has performed 
in this area for nearly ten years 
with very few line up changes, 
my reason was to watch his 
tasty lead picker/fiddle player 
Neil cox, he produced some 
great Irish reel riffs to fill the 
dance floor. 


® | caught the opening night of 
Roger Humphries current tour 
with his “American” band, Jake 
and the leads were very 
entertaining. It seems a shame 
that all the Wolverhampton 
C.M.C. didn't turn up for this 
show although it pulled a lot of 
stangers in. 


@ The Monday night venue in 
Bloxwich has just shifted 
premises from the large 
Memorial Club, (with the 
dreaded committee), to 
Birchhills Liberal Club in 
Newby Walsall, the Rhinestone 
C.M.C. have not changed any 
bookings with bands. This 
move was brought about by 
‘MEM’ double booking their 
room, when the club had the 
Everglades and Whiskey River 
doing a major charity show and 
most tickets sold. 


o Whiskey River are off on a 
Yugoslavian tour - with 
Thompsons! 


@ Saw “Lazy Dog”, from 
Nottingham, return show at 
Hilton Main, the band had a 
hard night, one member was 
late could not find the venue - 
200 yds off Junction 1 M54! the 
last set was far too deep 
musically for the predominently 
dancing audience, this still is a 
band to see. 


® Good to see cowboys and 
rednecks at the H-H travelling 
round. Venues raising an 


@ In the midst of the Festival 
season, we had something of 
Our own in the form of a “Wild 
West Week” in the heart of 
Snowdonia in the sleepy village 
of Beddgelert. Organised by the 
local tourist association the 
local community and 


businessmen all enter into the 
spirit by dressing up in the 
“appropriate gear” from the 
11th to 15th of August. Country 
music featured on the agenda, 
each night with acts such as 
Bobby and Nashville Pride, 
Driftwood, Montana Blue, 
Country Dawn, Gordie West, 
Les Turnbull, and Lee Woods. 
During the day the American 
Civil War Re-enactment Society 
provided various special 
displays which also included 
honky-tonk piano playing every 
afternoon. 


®@ Another imaginative 
weekend coming up is at Glan 
Gwna Caravan Park, near 
Caernarfon this month 
organised by the duo known 
locally as “Montana Blue”. With 
some of Liverpool's favourite 
artistes such as Phil Brady and 
the Ranchers, Hank Walters and 
the Dusty Road Ramblers, 


Raymond Froggatt 


enormous sum for their current 
charity. | presented a cheque 
on their behalf at one of their 
regular Saturday night shows at 
the Hollybush, Norton Canes. 
It's an electric atmosphere with 
no - repeat, no gunshots at all, 
only a small venue, Country 
Travellers provided the music 


Homebrew, Hartford West,New 
Everglades, Driftwood, Les 
Turnbull, and Eric Starr joining 
the hosts. It's to be hoped that 
these two events are supported 
enough to demonstrate the 
large following that country 
music enjoys in the area. This 
would obviously lay the 
foundations for a more 
ambitious undertaking next 
year. 


® Montana Blue’s new cassette 
‘Angels & Lovers’ is enjoying 
brisk gig sales reflecting the 
popularity of these two local 
entertainers whose talents have 
been noted further afield. Also 
enjoying good album sales 
success are lona & Andy who 
will be appearing at the Prince 
Llewelyn, Aberffraw, this 
month. 


® Digressing (slightly) | must 
mention a young singer | had 
the privilege to listen to whilst 
on holiday in Oban, Scotland. 
If you are up on holiday in that 
area, or even a resident | 
suggest you take in the sounds 
of Sarah Campbell on Tuesdays 
at the Great Western Hotel, 
she’s something else!! 


(continuous standards) but it 
was packed. 


@ Raymond Froggatt headlined 
a Country meets the Black 
Country Show at Beverley Hill 
appearing with Tommy Mundon 
a great local dialect commedian 
“Orl right aer keed”. 


Wales 


by: Tony 
Coates 


c/o 220 High Street 
Bangor LL5 1NY 


Ded 


rity 0248 364994 


@ Once again space seems to 
run out so quickly, if you have 
anything for inclusion, give me 
a ring or drop a line. 
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Ulster 
deport 


by: Richard 
Dudgeon 


10 Kitchener Street 
Belfast BT12 6LE 


vty 0232 240415 


® Mel Hague makes a welcome 
return to these shores for the 
“Hank Williams Birthday Show” 
in the Leighmore House Hotel 
Ballymena on the 16th of this 


THE COUNTRY STARS FROM 
DONEGAL 


A host of Donegal’s best 
known, and aspiring country 
singers have hit the recording 
market with excellent new 
products. The number one 
country idol Daniel O'Donnell 
returns with a four track single 
and cassette with “Take Good 
Care of Her” as the promo track 
with “Summertime in Ireland”, 
“My Side of the Road” and “I 
Wonder Where You Are 
Tonight” added. His sister the 
legendary Margo returns with 
her new album “Margo Now” 
which includes her new single “ 
The Violet & The Rose”. 


Seamus McGee has a superb 
original number “Come Home 
... Danny Boy” which deals with 
the theme of emigration for his 
new single, on the flip side he 
revives that old Jim Reeves 
classic “How Can | Write On 
Paper”, his best release to date 
... The Grieve Sisters - Caroline, 
Maire, Mairead, Bernadette, and 
Dympna, - issue their cassette- 
album under the title “Down by 
the Riverside”, and issue a 


iighlana 


Country 
by: Ann 
Carmody 


56 Kilmuir Road 
Inverness IV3 6EP 


Ss 0465 221268 


The brevity of this article will be 
due to the fact that | am trying 
to type with one hand and pack 


SEPTEMBER 1987 


month. The show proved so 
popular last year it is now an 
annual event. 


Artists on the bill so far Mel 
Hague, Jackie Nelson, Seamus 
Richmond, Pat Derry of 
Afternoon Country B.B.C. 
Radio Foyle, Paddy O'Flaherty 
B.B.C. Radio Ulster, and Kid 
Wayne and the K.W.C. Band. 
Mel starts his short tour on Sat 
12th in The Gregory, Antrim 
Road, Belfast, then on the 14th 
plays Pips International, Dublin 
Road, Belfast, (Tues 15th) The 
Montgomery Ballymena. Then 
the Hank Williams Birthday 
Show, followed on Thur,17th by 
an appearance at Swiss Chalet, 
Glengormley ... Kid Wayne and 
the K WC Rand will he 
backing Mel on his short tour 
here. 


®@ The province's longest 
established club with the quaint 
name ‘Fiddle and Five String’ 
based in Randalstown is going 
well again after a lean spell. 
Their Barbecue night was very 
successful, the band performing 
Brendan Hughes and the 
Huskies delighted all with their 
blend of Irish country. The club 


single “Be My Guest” with Joy 
Records. Gerry Boyle & 
Southern Express are a good 
cabaret band, and spent several 
weeks recording “Candle in the 
Wind” their debut cassette- 
album, which includes ten 
excellent tracks. 


Former Mighty Avons vocalist 
Hugh McLean adds “Irish 
Requests" as his new cassette- 
album, which includes his self- 
composed single “The Hitch 
Hiker”. Former “Cotton Jenny” 
vocalist Brian McLaughlin adds 
his ten country ‘n’ Irish tracks 
on “Country and Irish 
Requests” his debut cassette- 
album ... The final country 
collection on cassette comes 
from local favourite Patsy 
McCaul. She's available under 
the title "Violet & The Rose”. A 
vast collection of country and 
evergreen favourites from our 
country entertainers in dear old 
Donegal. 


Country Sound Tracking 


my suitcase with the other as 
I'm due to fly to Spain in a few 
hours, here's hoping the 
Spaniards appreciate country 
music. 


Plenty of activity on the 
Highland country music scene 
over the past few weeks. Leeds 
based trio Shotgun appeared at 
a few venues leaving a very 
mixed reaction, | did not 
manage to hear them 
personally so am unable to 
comment but of my sources 
some did not have any 
favourable comments to make 
at all and the others lacked 
enthusiasm. Kid Wayne and the 
KWC Band from N. Ireland, left 
no doubt in anybody's mind, 
they were appreciated 100% 
everywhere they appeared on 


" their latest three week tour. 


lona, Andy, Sarah and George 
appeared under the name of the 
“Star Band” and too were well 
received. | do not want it to 
appear as if | am blowing my 
Own trumpet but Inverness C & 
W Club's 2nd Festival was a 
resounding success, with all 


which is really aimed at the 
purist meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month in 
Marrinan’s Lounge 
Randalstown. 


@a change of management for 
Eileen King from 21st Sept. 
(new hubby) Joe Rafferty will 
be in charge of all future 
enquiries and bookings. By the 
way what a wedding that was 
with a guest list like a who's 
who of country music. 


@ East and H’Bar’H club held a 
very successful charity evening 
recently with U.S. Four Band 
and guest's Big Jim Anderson 
and Shila Barry providing 
excellent entertainment ... The 
club meet on the Srd Friday of 
each month in Glentoran Social 
Club East Belfast. 


®@ Over the past couple of 
years, Hugo Duncan has 
steadily climbed back to the top 
in the local entertainment 
world. He started out some 
sixteen years ago, his first 
break coming when he 
performed on ‘Reach For The 


Roly Daniels returns to the 
country chart race with his 
single “It's All in the Game” an 
excellent version. Sandy Kelly 
records “It's Not, Till It’s Over” 
a number the singer heard 
when she visited Nashville last 
year. Old timer Billy McFarland 
winning new fans with his 
recording of “No Tears My 
Lady”. Kid Wayne & The KWC 
Band visited Nashville last year 
to record, his single “I Saw the 
Light”, and album “Who's 
Gonna Fill their Shoes” a 
tribute to greats such as Jim 
Reeves, Hank Williams, George 
Jones, Johnny Cash, is issued 
by Homespun. The long 
awaited debut album from Mick 
Flavin is entitled “I’m Gonna 
Make It After All’. And Chris 
Ball and friends team up on 
“Reels, Jigs and Ballads”. 


COUNTRY NEWSLINE 


® Harmac Music feel that 
newcomer Mick Flavin has 
much potential. The singer who 
hails from outside Longford 
recently launched his new 


events being complete sell-outs. 
A large proportion of the 
audience had travelled from all 
corners of the country to attend 
the Festival. The five day 
holiday package organised 
around the Festival by Highland 
Insight Holidays was also a 
great success, it allowed the 
people on it to enjoy some of 
the Highland sights and 
scenery as well as the music. 
When we come down from the 
“high” we are on at the moment 


The Cotton Mill Boys 
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Stars’ on R.T.E. Television over 
night success followed with hits 
like “Dear God” “Angel Judy” 
“Three Leafed Shamrock” and a 
very busy schedule on the 
ballroom circuit. 


backing band, and with a 
fanfair of publicity his afore 
mentioned debut album “I'm 
Gonna Make It After All" is set 
for major promotion. 


® Gerry Hardin, who guided 
the career of Eileen King and 
the Kingsmen so well, has now 
taken over the management of 
Kid Wayne and KWC Band. 
Gerry hopes that Kids Nashville 
recorded album will bring the 
singer the success which is 
long overdue. 


@ it seems that T.R. Dallas and 
his band were very 
disappointed to end up in 5th 
position in the Euro Country 
Music Master Show. T.R. badly 
needed a good result to revive 
his career which has hit a 
rather low point popularity in 
recent months. 


@ Sales of Irish records, tapes, 
and compact discs have 
declined by some 25 percent in 
the first six months of '87, and 
the outlook is not much 
brighter. Unless RTE Radio 2 
revise their anti-lrish records 
policy, sales will remain at an 
all time low. 


we shall get the wheels turning 
for perhaps a bigger one in '88. 


The Cotton Mill Boys latest 
cassette is now available at 
their gigs and is selling well, 
one of the most popular tracks 
is undoubtedly Inverness song 
writer Stewart Ross's “I wish 
you joy”. Short and sweet that’s 
the way it must stay this month, 
as always look forward to your 
news, views and comments. 


Hugo Duncan 


@ jn the early eighties the wee 
man from Strabane had some 
personal problems which set 
him back but since 1982 when 
Hugo signed for Homespun 
slowly things have begun to 


® Sandy Kelly has had several 

changes in her band line-up of 

late, sadly for the Sligo lass she 
has yet to prove herself to fans’ 
is she country or pop? Without 
a firm musical format | doubt 


that the lass will win great 
popularity in either field? 


Sandy Kelly 


Kid Wayne 


pick up. His Record Sales 
increased and bookings more 
plentiful under the guidance of 
his management team Paddy 
Bradley and John Campbell ... 
and recently Hugo has gone 
from strength to strength with 
three hits “Brady From 
Strabane” “Flowers Of May” 
and “Come Down The 
Mountain Katie Daly”, and a 
new album containing a good 
variety of songs such as 
“Gonna Go Fishing” “O'Hara 
From Tara” “Sweetest Of All” 
“Home To Mayo” “Sun In The 
Morning” “Fairy Reel” is due to 
be released snortly. 


@ Just recently Hugo was 
presented with a Gold Disc to 
mark overall sales of his 
Homespun albums, so the 
future looks bright for the wee 
man with the big voice and 
personality to match, long may 
it continue. 


That's it for this month the 
address as usual for all your 
news and views. 


L | 
Shades 
of Green 


by. Donal K. 
O’Boyle 


‘Bunbeg’ Letterkenny 
Co. Donegal 


Ded 
ry 075 31176 


Till next month ... Slan go foill. 
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Telephone If you’re visiting our area, why not spend an evening with us. Advertisements 


Telephone (0258) 54258 
TOP SHOWS MONTHLY 


0952-583672 


VERNON OXFORD FAN CLUB. 
SAE to Lynda Wyatt (Sec). 14 
Roman Road. Taunton. Somerset 


TA1 2BD. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB. SAE to: 
Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 3, 
Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream, 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. Tel: (0890) 
2871. 


Female Country Singer ... Seeks 
work with established band or 
musicians to form own band. Call 
051 - 480 2114 between 11 a.m. and3 
P.m., or after 4 p.m. weekdays, and 
from 9.30 a.m. weekdays. 


Order the most famous “SILVER 
SCREEN COWBOYS CALENDAR”. 
Includes Gene Autry, Tex Ritter, 
Lone Ranger & more legends! 
CONTACT: Blair Enterprises, Box 
7947, Van Nuys, Ca. 91409 
USA. 1988 Issue. $9.95 plus $4.0u 
postage. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
25p Per Word 
(£10 Minimum Charge) 
Prepaid 


Established 1976 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


* w 
Dave Bryan 


Solo or Trio 
Tel. 0924 361608 


The Mel Hague Band 


Festival - Concert Cabaret, 


0302 771287 


FOR BOOKINGS PHONE: 
Alf Roberts (0244) 813009 


This Space! 
£17.25 
including 
VAT 
each 
insertion. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
credited to Brian Shelley 
obtained by writing to:- 


‘Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 


59 Leavesden Road, Watford, 
WD2 5EB. Tel: (0923) 51217. 


SUB ZERO 
MUSIC 


P.A. & LIGHTING 
SYSTEMS FOR HIRE 
P.A. - 100w TO 7kw 
Lighting-8kw TO 30kw 
Good Service 
Competitive Prices 
Distance No Object 
Tel: (0384) 61539 


Petetatetet 


anna tanta’ 


SEPTEMBER 1987 


CACTUS CLUB (Weekly) 


The Tramshed, Woolwich, New 
Road, Woolwich SE. 18 


6 The Julie Byrne Band. 13 
Country Dawn. 20 The Rivals. 27 
T.B.A. 


TUDOR ROSE C.M.C. 
The Green, Southall, Middlesex 

3 Jimmy C Newman, Shiloh. 10 
Ricky Valance , Nashville Pride. 
17 Frank Jennings, West Virginia. 
24 Lore & Legends Red Hurley 
(Resident Host Slim Pickins) 


TUCSON C.M.C. (Mondays) 
Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh 

7 Tommy Truesdale’s Sundowners, 
14 Cactus. 21 Mark Moseley, Marie 
Lester, The Ben Rees Band. 28 Jim 
Innes Sundowners 


INVERNESS C.W.C. (Tuesdays) 


The Park Suite - Inverness Ice 
Centre. 


1 Ruby Rendall Band, Gary 
Roberts. 8 The Mark Moseley 
Show. 15 Trevor Dixon's Dixie 
Bluebirds. 22 Jody Smith's Blue 
Ridge Band. 29 Colorado 


ELGIN C ‘n’ W CLUB 
St Leonards Hotel, Duff Ave, Elgin 
(Fortnightly) 

10 Ruby Rendall Band. 24 Jody 
Smith's Blue Ridge Band 


SOUTHERN STAR C.M.C. 
Europa Lounge, New Road. Ayr 
(Wednesday) 

2 Maggie & Tennessee Express. 
9 Pete Palmer Band. 16 Visior 
Country Music. 23 Bakersfield. 
30 Jody Smith & Blue Ridge 


DOUBLE “B" C.M.C. 


Community Centre, Studley 
Green, Stoken Church, Bucks. 


8 Sarah Jory & Tony Goodacre. 
15 Rio. 22 Nadine Nebraska 
Falls. 29 Hobo. 


YORK C.M.C. 

York City Sports Club Fawcett 
St. York. 

(Thursdays) 


3 Vince Clayton Trio. 10 Shack 
Band. 17 Foster Boys. 24 Prediction. 


8 “Advertisements td 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 
readership 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
@ that this is the case @ 


SEPTEMBER 1987 


BORDER PATROL C.M.C. 
The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essey. (Weekly) 

2 Ken Phillips Band. 4 Tall Tex’s 
Honky Tonk Cowboys. 11 Sandi 
Paul C.B. 18 Cherokee. 25 
Spellbound. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Brownhill Road, 
Maybush, Southampton 
(Saturdays) 

5 Cactus Jack. 12 Westwood. 19 
Stewart Bros & First Chapter. 26 
Amarillo 


CIRCLE “W" WESTERNERS 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Church 
Lane, Tipton. 

5 Whiskey River. 12 Desperode. 19 
Westwood. 26 Rio Grande 


BORDER BADLANDS C.M.C. 
Auld Smiddy, Gretna 
(Monthly) 


6 Gerry Ford & Duke Boys 


HOTEL EMBASSY 


Newbridge Dumfries 
(Sunday) 


20 Manson Grant & Dynamos. 


BRITISH COUNTRY 
USIC VENUES 


THE GUNFIGHTERS CMC 
Gateshead Sporting Club, 
Sunderland Road, Gateshead. 
(Saturdays) 


5 Collier-Dixon Line. 12 T.B.A. 
19 Lore & The Legends. 26 No 
Show. 


RIVERBOAT C.M.C. 


Blackwell Street, Kidderminster 
(Sundays) 


6 Bromford County. 13 Silvia’s 
Silva Dollar. 20 Westwood. 27 
Whiskey River. 


HULL C.M.C. 

(Olivers) 2 Norfolk St. 
Beverley Rd. Hull (Fridays) 
4 Johnny Spencer. 11 Bob 
Newman & Carole Gordon. 18 
The Foster Boys. 25 Dixie & 
Allon and the Backroom Boys. 


END OF THE TRAIL C.M.C. 
The Farmers Arms, Kempsey 
Common, Kempsey, Nr Worcester 


5 Spill The Beans (Award). 19 Ron 
Jones & Blackjack County plus 
Joe Sadio (10th Anniversary 
Show). 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OL' OPRY 
Govan Road-Paisley Rd. 
Toll,Glasgow (Fri/Sat/Sun) 


4 Pete Palmer Country Band. 5 
Maggie and Tennessee Express, 6 
Gambler, 10 Susan McCann and 
Storytellers plus Western Front. 11 
Trevor Dixon Band. 12 Scotts 


‘Country Comfort. 13 Duke Boys. 


18 Amberside Express. 19 
Bakersfield. 20 American Sideline. 
25 Carol Silver plus Armadillo. 26 
Lazy Daisy plus Rogue Band. 27 
Gerry Ford plus Duke Boys. 28 
Jack Easy plus Manson Grant and 
Dynamos. 


HIGH PEAK C.M.C. 
Railway Hotel, Bridge St, Buxton 
Derbys. 

(Monthly/Fridays) 

25 Raymond Froggatt and his 
Band 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C 


Southampton Guildhall 
25,Homer, Rio, Lone Star Flyers. 


GO.COUNTRY.CLUB 
Glaxo Sports & Social Club, 
Harmire Road, Barnard Castle, 
Co. Durham. (Sunday) 


6 Mark Moseley, Marie Lester, The 
Ben Rees Band 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR 
Hounslow F.C. Denbigh Road, 
Hounslow. (Tuesdays) 

1 Four Wheel Drive. 8 
Desperado. 15 Country Dawn. 22 
Spellbound. 29 Tony Collins & 
Bakersfield. 


BIDDS C.M.C. 
Sutherland Rd, Longton, Stoke- 
On-Trent, Staffs 


4 Clovis. 5 Shackband. 11 Stroller. 
12 Buckskin. 18 Country Comfort. 


19 Mark Moseley Show. 25 Sundown. 


26 Bobbie & Nashville Pride. 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
The Albion, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, 
(Fridays) 

4 Desperado. 11 Circuit Judge. 
18 West Virginia. 25 Stu Page & 
Remuda. 


H-BAR-C 
Wokingham Town F.C. Wokingham 
(Thursdays) 

3 Wendel Adkins All American 
Band. 24 George Moody's Country 
Squires. 


CON'S COUNTRY 
Immingham Conservative Club, 
Kings Road. 

(Saturday) 


5 Vince Clayton with Pat & Roger 
Johns. 12 B.C. and Lainey. 19 
Jeannie & Steppin’ Stone. 26 
Country Company. 


RIVERSIDE C.M.C. 

Riverside Leisure Centre, Banks 
Nr Southport (Twice Weekly) 
2 Red Eye. 5 Clovis. 9 Cody's 
Country. 12. T.P. Stubbs Bar 
Room Band 16. Raymond Froggatt 
& West Coast. 19 Shack Band, 23 
Georgia. 26 Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind. 30 Harvey. 


NEW VENUE (Monthly) 
Harrogate Leisure Centre, 
Beech Ave (Off Leeds Ra), 
Harrogate. 

6 Moat Bro's Country Band 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. 
High Lane Cons. Club - Buxton 
Rd, High Lane, Stockport 
(Saturday) 


5 Mark Moseley (USA), Marie 
Lester & The Ben Rees Band. 12 
Jody Smith Blue Ridge Band. 19 
Raymond Froggatt Band. 26. T.P. 
Stubbs’ Bar Room Band 


FIGHTING COCK 
Monteney Crescent, Ecclesfield, 
Sheffield. 

(Wednesday & Saturday) 


2 Tony Goodacre. 5 Terry 
Wilson. 9 John Walden. 12 Idle 
Fretts. 16 Ken Barass. 19 T.B.A. 
23 Mick Conlin Duo. 26 Peter 
Kane. 30 Shane Peters. 


— 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available: 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don’t you find out detaits and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


(oy 


(0522) 41546 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. 

Reform Club, Napier St, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport. (Sundays) 

6 Harvey. 13 Shack Band. 20 West 
Coast. 27 Spill The Beans 


LAST CHANCE C.M.C. 
Warnham Village Hall, Nr. 
Horsham Sx 


13 Tony Goodacre Trio. 


BORDER C.M.C. 
Black & Gold S.C. Sheffield: Park, 
Tweedmouth, Berwick-on- Tweed. 
8 Pinkertons Colours. 


CADES COUNTY C.M.C. 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, Nr 
Worksop, Notts. (Friday) 


4 Bob McKinlays Dixie Fried. 11 
Maggie McGeee, Jon Paul & The 
Lincoln County Recipe.18 Mike 
Devine. 25 Foster Boys. 


BREDBURY C.M.C. (Monthly) 
Bents Lane Social Club, 
Bredbury, Stockport. 


26 Tony Andrews and Raincheck. 


LAKESIDE VIEW HOTEL 
Bawtry Road, Hatfield Woodhouse 
Nr Doncaster (Fridays) 


APOLLO COUNTRY CLUB 


Harleston, Norfolk 


6 Clancy & Fiervyn J, Futter. 20 
Buffalo plus Guests 


4 Peter Kane plus Freewheelin. 11 
Jim Ryder. 18 Breaker-One-Nine. 
25 Ventura Highway 


PONDEROSA C/W CLUB 
The Pinemine, Ipswich Street, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. 

(Friday) 


4 Campbells Country. 11 
Armadillo. 18 Stu Page & 
Remuda. 25 Clancy. 


COLCHESTER CMC 

Woods Leisure Centre, 
Colchester. 

(1st & Srd Thursdays) 

3 Frank Jennings and Syndicate. 


17 Western Rodeo Band Charity 
Night. 


LEASOWE CASTLE HOTEL 
Leasowe Rd., Moreton, 
Merseyside. 

(Thursdays) 

3 Lock Stock & Barrel. 10 
Arlington County. 17 Sandi Ning 
& Country Flavour. 24 Abilenes. 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
The Albion, Lichfield Rd., 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, 
(Sundays) 

6 Kelvin Henderson & Band. 13 
Whiskey River. 20 Carolina. 27 
Gambler. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C (Fortnightly) 
S.H.A. Hospital Club, Racecourse 
Lane, Shrewsbury 


Resident Host Tony Best. 7 
Nashville Fever, Jim Ryder. 21 
Spill The Beans, The Booker 
Brothers. 24 (at the Pola Cinema, 
Welshpool) Shag Connors Carrot 
Crunchers, Country Company - 
Tony Best 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
The Hollybush Penn Rd., 
Wolverhampton, West Midlands 
(Thursdays) 


THE STABLES C.M.C. 
Bond End Knaresborough, North 
Yorkshire. 

(Alt Saturdays) 

12 The Naden Brothers. 26 Darren 
Busby 


3 Billy Finnigan & Stagecoach. 
10th Nashville Fever. 17 Echo 
Mountain Band. 24 Black Spur 
‘Road Band. 


Mis 
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The Daniel O'Donnell Autumn Tour 


SEPTEMBER 
THUR 24th 
FRI 25th 
SAT 26th 
SUN 27th 
TUE 29th 
WED 30th 


OCTOBER 
THUR Ist 
FRI 2nd 
SAT 3rd 


City Hall 

White Hall Theatre 
Capitol Theatre 
Eden Court Theatre 
Floral Pavilion 


B.O. TEL. NO. 
041-552 5961 
0382-23141 Ex 4288 
0224-583141 
0463-221718 
051-639 4360 


William Jackson Recreation Centre 


Orchard Theatre 
Victoria Hall 
Apollo Theatre 


0322-343333 
0782-24641 
061-273 3775 


SUN 4th 
MON 5th 
TUE 6th 
WED 7th 
FRI 9th 
SAT 10th 
SUN ith 
TUE 13th 
WED 14th 
THUR 15th 


BIRMINGHAM 
HAYES 
HAYES 
DUNSTABLE 
LONDON 
ILFORD 
GUILDFORD 


Queensway Hall 
The Gresham 
Shannon Centre 
Civic Hall 
Pavilion Theatre 
St Georges Hall 
City Hall 
Blazers 

Cressett Theatre 
Theatre Royal 


oA\ 


021-236 2392 
01-561 8371 
01-561 8371 
0582-603326 
01-272 6725 
01-597 7014 
0483-67314 
0903-820500 
0274-752000 
0727-66100 Ex 2434 
0753-856222 
0733-265705 
0603-628205 


THE RITZ COUNTRY CHART COLLECTION 


Daria! QDS 
: ge ¥ ye i 


DANIEL O’DONNELL 
I NEED YOU 
RITZ LP 0038 
Cassette LC 0038 


CD 104 


ANIEL O’DONNELL 
THE TWO SIDES OF 
RITZ LP 0031 
Cassette LC 0031 


RITZ RECORDS, 7 GARRICK STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 9AR 


CHARLEY PRIDE 
AFTER ALL THIS TIME 
RITZ LP.0042 
Cassette LC 0042 


ga. % E i Go ean 4 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY 
MORE ABOUT LOVE 


RITZ LP 0040 
Cassette LC 0040 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY « 
RAY LYNAM _ 


BEGLEY/LYNAM 
SIMPLY DIVINE 
RITZ LP 0028 
Cassette LC 0028 


